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Tdng Peter va Peggy McLeod



Hay di di, di di hoi Than chét,

Xin hay dé’ta yén nght bén cdy bdch budn
Hay bay di, bay di ho'i tho'!

Ta bi giét dwoi tay nang hdu nhdn tam

Chao 6i, hdy chudn bi cho ta tdin vdi liém trdng tinh ghim day ld

thity tung. ..

Cdi chét cua ta thwe long Khong ai chia sé diroc.

_ Shakespeare



MO PAU

“Elinor Katharine Carlisle. Chiéu theo bdn cdo trang, cd bi truy to" vi tji
muwu sdt Mary Gerrard vao ngay 27 thdng Bdy vwwa qua. C6 c6 pham tji
hay khong pham toi?”

Elinor Carlisle dirng théng, dau ngang cao. Mot mai dau duyén dang,
dwong nét sic sdo gon gang. P6i mét sinh dong xanh thdm, téc den muot.
Hang chan may tia thanh vét manh mo nhat.

Im 1ing —mdt sy im ldng hoan toan dé nhan thay.

Ngai Edwin Bulmer, trang sw bao chwra, ring minh nao ning.

Ong nghi: ‘Chia o1, c6 4y sdp nhan tdi... C6 &'y mt tinh than roi...’

Po6i moi Elinor Carlisle hé mé. Nang néi: “Téi khong pham tdi.”

Trang su bao chita rut ngudi lai. Ong dwa khin tay 1én kh& chdm chéin
may, nhan ra vira roi suyt nira thi nguy to.

Ngai Samuel Attenbury ding ddy, phac nhirng nét chinh ctia vu an truedc
Toa: “Kinh thwa ngai chu toa, thwa cac quy ngai trong bdi tham doan, vao
lic ba gio rwedi chiéu ngay 27 thang Bdy, nan nhan Mary Gerrard chét &
Hunterbury, Maidensford...”

Ong ndi tiép, giong vang rén nghe ém tai, nhw ru Elinor vao c¢di mong
lung. Tw loi tweong thudt don gian ma stc tich a'y, thinh thoang méi ¢c6 mot
cum tw thim vao dau 6c con tinh tdo cua nang: “... vu dn cyc ky don gian
va hoan toan dé hiu...”

“... bay la nghia vu ctia Toa an... chi'ng minh déng co’ va co’ hoi...”



“... Cho d&n nay, c6 th€ tha’y khdng ai khac c6 dong co gi€t cd gai bat
hanh Mary Gerrard ngoai trir bj cdo. Mot thi€u nir tinh tinh dang yéu—
dwore moi ngwoi quy mén—cé the€ néi khong hé ¢6 ké thu trén doi nay...”

Mary, Mary Gerrard! Moi tht gi* nhw dd xa xdm! Nhw ching con la
thwe ntra. ..

“Xin cdc quy ngai dic biét Iwu y can nhic nhirng di€m sau: Thoi co va
cach thirc bi cdo tién hanh viéc dau doc? Ddng co nao khién bj cdo lam
diéu d6? Toi ¢6 bon phan moi cac nhan chirng dé€n day d€ gitp quy Toa tim
ra k&t luan ding din vé nhitng van dé néu trén...”

“... V@ viéc dau doc Mary Gerrard, t6i sé nd Iyc trinh bay d€ quy Toa
tha’y 16 khong mot ai ¢6 co hdi gy tdi ac nay ngoai trwe bi cdo...”

Elinor cam thay bj vAy ham gitra man swong mu day ddc. Twng cht roi
rac tr6i qua man swong ay.”

“... Banh xang-uych...”

“...Pa-téca...”

“... Toa nha bd khong...”

Nhitng ciu chir xuyén qua birc man nang triu dang trum 1én dong suy
twdng cda Elinor nhw nhirng v&t kim choc thiing tdm khan choang day cop.

Toa dn. Nhirtng gwong mat. Hang hang 1op 16p nhirng gwong mat! Mot
grong mit dic biét véi hang ria mép day den nhdnh va cip mét tinh anh
sic sao. La Hercule Poirot, #du nghiéng nghiéng, hwdng céi nhin dim chiéu
vE phia nang.

Ong ta dang cd hi€u that chinh xdc vi sao minh lai 1am th&’, nang nghi.. .
Ong ta c& ging d€ biét thyc sy trong dAu minh nghi gi—minh cam thdy
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gl...



Cédm thay w...? Mt thodng mo h'd cung mdt chit chong chénh nhe
nhe... La Roddy —guwong mét than yéu v&i séng mii dai va déi moi goi
cam... Roddy! Bao gio ciing 12 Roddy, k€ tir khi nang bat dau biét ghi nhé&,
t nhirng ngay xa xwa 4y & Hunterbury, tda nha vy quanh b&i nhirng bui
mam x6i, di ngwoc 1€n 1a ving da't nhi€u hang tho va tré xuéng la dong
sudi con con. Roddy —Roddy —Roddy...

R6i nhirng gwong mat khac! La y td O’Brien, miéng hé m¢, gwong mat
1a'm t&m tan nhang twoi hon hén chia ra phia trede. La y ta Hopkins day tw
man—ty man va kién tri. La Peter Lord —mot gwong mat ti t€, hi€u doi va
bi€t an di! Nhwng nhin xem—gwong mat a4y gio’ ra sao? Thua cudc roi w?
Phai, thua roi! Ngwoi &y dang don hét tim sirc vao viéc nay trong khi ban
than nang 1a nhan vat chinh lai chzatng hé chd y gi ca!

Nang dang & ddy, hoan toan binh than lanh lung tred'c vanh méng ngua,
bi két t0i gi€t ngwoi. Nang dang hiau Toa.

C6 chit huyén nao. Ta'm man pha chup tri ndo nang dwoc vén 1én, d€' 10
nhirng béng hinh mo mo’ 4o do... Pay la Toa an!... Va thién ha...

Thién ha dang chdm minh vé phia tredc, m6m hd ra, nhirng cip mit
day noén néng nhin chong choc vao Elinor. Ho say swa ling nghe v&i vé
khodi tra cyc ky ddc dja nhitng gi ngudi dan 6ng cao 16m ¢6 cdi mili khoam
Do Thai kia dang n6i vé nang.

“Trong vu 4n nay, cic tinh tiét déu rat dé nim bt va khong cé gi phai
tranh ludn. T6i s€ trinh bay v&i quy vi mot cach hoan toan don gidn. Ngay
tw dau...”

‘Ngay tr dau... Tw ddu w?’ Elinor nghi. ‘La cdi ngay ma 14 thw nac danh

kinh t&m kia xua't hién! D6 1a ngudn con ctia moi viéc...’






CHUONG 1

Mot 14 thw nac danh!

Elinor ditng nhin 14 thw nim trong tay minh. Chwa bao gio nang gip
chuyén nhw th& nay. L4 thw viét thdu va be bét 16i chinh ta trén loai gidYy
mau h'ong ré tién giy cho ngwoi doc cam giac kho chiu.

Cdi nay la dé’Cdnh bdo mi Co (thw viét),
Toi khong ndi tén dira nao nhwng cé Con no dang giit gia ba Co cua
co va néu co khong can thdn co sé bi mat hét chi ldn chai day nhd. Lii
con gdi dé Gianh ma ndm con Ba Gia thi rdt dé Siéu Nong khi con no
no bon givt mi ni ninh b ba i Toi mudn noi na tot hon hét Co nén vé
ddy ma nhin tdn mdt chuyén gi dang xdy gia thdt khong hay néu nhw
co va Ong tré ciia co nai mat hét moi thie ciia minh—con Con &y thi
tinh gianh ndm ma Ba Gia thi ¢é thé’ ngoéo bdt cir niic nao.

Ngwoi mong mudn diéu tot dep cho co.

Elinor con dang cau may nhin chim chidm btc thu v&i vé chan ghét thi
canh ctra bat m@. “Cé 6ng Welman a,” ngwoi hdu gai thwa, va Roddy bwdc

N

Vao.

Roddy! Bao gio cling vAy, mdi Tan gdp chang 1a Elinor déu ¢6 cdm gidc
chong chénh nhé nhe va niém vui rén rang ba't ngo, cung lic 1a y nghi
minh phai hét stec thyc t€ va td ra ho hitng. B&i ¢6 mot diéu qua rd 1a méc

du Roddy yéu nang, nhwng chang khong c¢6 cdm xic vEé nang giong nhw



cach nang cam nhan d&i voi chang. Ngay tr budi ddu, cdi nhin clia chang
da khién cho tim nang quin thit nhu bj thwong vay. That budn cuwdi khi
mot ngwoi dan 6ng—phai, mot chang trai hoan toan binh thwong lai ¢ thé
gdy ra diéu d6 cho ngudi khac! Ring chi cdi nhin cta chang ciing khién
cho dat troi chao ddo, giong ndi ctia chang c¢é thé€ lam ta bat khéc—du chi
chiit xiu thoi... Tinh yéu I€ ra phai 1a cdm xdc ém 4i chir khong the bao liét
d&n mirc gy thuwong ton nhw vay.

C6 mdt diéu rd rang: phai hét sirc y tr va td ra ho hirng... Pan ong
khong thich dworc yéu hét minh theo 167 tin tuy hién dang. Roddy chéc
chén ciing vay.

Nang khé néi: “Chao anh, Roddy!”

RoddyRoddy dédp: “Chao em yéu. Viéc gi ma tham sau thé¢’em? Héa don
ar’

Elinor ldc dau.

“Anh nghi chic 13 th&  thdi. H6i gitra he tién dong ngoc nit &n choi nhay
mua qua da, bay gio thi gid'y no toi tAp bay vé, ding khdng!”

“Con kinh khung hon th€ kia.” Elinor néi. “La thw nac danh anh a”

Roddy nhiu tran, khudn mit tinh anh danh lai va chuyén séc. Chang kéu
1én lanh 1anh v&i vé phin nd: “Khong!”

Elinor Iap lai: “That kinh khing...”

Nang dom bwdc vEé phia ban gid'y.

“Theo em tot nha't 1a xé n6 di thoi.”

L€ ra nang da lam th&€’—nang gan nhw da lam th¢ —vi Roddy va 14 thu
nac danh kia 1a hai viéc khong nén dén cung mot Iic. L€ ra nang da co6 thé€

quaamg 14 thw di va thoéi khong nghi vé né nwa. Chang sé chzatng can ngan



nang b&i tinh canh vé noi chang bao gior cling manh hon théi hi€u ky rat
nhiéu.

Thé& nhwng trong lic b6c dong Elinor lai thay doi quyét dinh. Nang néi:
“Tuy vdy c6 I& anh nén xem qua r6i hdng d6t né di. Thw néi vé co6 Laura
anh a.”

Roddy nhwdn may kinh ngac: “C6 Laura w?”

Chang cam 13y btrc thw doc, cau may td vé khé chiu, roi dwa trd cho
nang.

“Pring vy, dirt khodt phai dot né di! O dau lai ¢6 k& ky quiic nhw the’
chu!

“Anh c6 nghi 12 ai d6 trong s& ngwoi hau khong?” Elinor hoi.

“Chéic 1a th¢.” Chang ngan nglr. “Anh tr hdi ai—ai 12 ngwdi ma thu
nhic d&n nhi?”

Elinor tw ly dap: “Theo em c6 1€ 1a Mary Gerrard.”

Roddy cau may c& nh¢ lai.

“Mary Gerrard? La ai vay?”

“La con gdi ngudi gc cdng. Han anh phai nhé né lic con bé chir? Co
Laura ra't yéu mén va quan tam d&n con bé. Co Ay lo tién hoc cho né & nha
treong va da thir trén doi—nao dan piano nao ti€ng Phap...”

“0, gi® thi anh nhé ra roi,” Roddy néi, “con bé gay khzalng khiu, chéin
tay lodng ngoang, téc thi vang hoe bah thiu.”

Elinor git dau.

“Phai, c6 1€ twr khi Ba Me ra nwdc ngoai thi d&€n ky nghi h¢ anh khong
con gap né ntra. Anh khéng vé Hunterbury thwong xuyén nhw em, con con

bé sau d6 lai sang Puc au pair*, nhwng khi con bé ching minh da ting



choi dua voi né ma.”

“Bay gio trong nd ra sao?” Roddy hoi.

Elinor néi: “Gio hda ra né lai rd't xinh dep anh a, lai cw x& lich thiép
ntra. Nho' né dwoc hoc hanh nén gior chging ai nghi n6 1a con géi 1ao Gerrard
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ca.

“Ra dang quy tdc, dung khong?”

“Ping the¢. Em nghi vi th&"ma né khéng con phit hop vé&i nha nguoi gac
cong ntra. Anh biét da’y, ba Gerrard da qua doi ma’y nam trudc, va Mary
v&i cha minh séng khong hoa thuan. Ong ta ludén cwdi nhao viéc hoc hanh
va ‘cung cach sang cd’ cia nd.”

Roddy cdu kinh néi: “Nguoi ta khong bao gior twedng twong noi minh da
gdy hai thé nao khi ‘gido duc’ ai d6! Thwong la ac doc chwr chzatng phai tot
bung gi!”

Elinor néi: “Em nghi rang gi® né hay 1én nha trén 18m... Theo em biét,
twr sau khi ¢d Laura bi dot quy thi né thwong doc sach cho C6 nghe.”

Roddy néi: “Sao y td khong doc cho C6?”

Elinor mim cwoi: “Y td O’Brien néi giong dia phwong Ireland nghe chéi
tai Iim! C6 Laura c6 thich Mary thi em ciing chaalng ngac nhién.”

Roddy bon chdn rdo bwdce trong phong mét lic roi néi: “Elinor a, anh
nghi chiing minh phai vé dudi &y thoi.”

Elinor khé giat minh: “Vi chuyén nay sao anh?”

“Khéng, khong—hoan toan khong phai vay. Oi, quy tha ma bét, phai
chan that chi, diing vdy em a! Du thong tin &y c6 tém dén diu thi n6é van
co thé’cd doi chit sy that. Anh mudn néi l1a cd ching minh dang bénh khi

néng_,’



“Vang, anh n6i ding.”
Chang nhin nang v&i nu cwoi quyén ri—nhw mudn thwra nhan sai Tam
ctia minh, réi n6i ti€p: “Ma cda céi thi han la quan trong—d6i véi anh va

29

em.

“Véng, ding thé& a.” Nang vi thira nhén.

Chang nghi€m nghi néi: “Khong phai anh hdm cia dau, nhwng du sao cd
Laura van 13p di lip lai rdng chiing minh 13 than thich duy nht ctia cd Yy
ma. Em Ia chédu rudt, con cua anh trai C6, con anh la chau ch'ong C6. C6
bao gio ciing khién ching ta hi€u rdng sau khi C6 qua doi thi toan bo gia
san cua Co s€ thudc vé mot trong hai chiing ta—hoac ra't ¢6 the thudc veé ca
hai. Ma d6 1a mdt tai san kéch su, Elinor a.”

“Vang,” Elinor tram ngam dap. “Hin 12 the"”

“Gilr dworc Hunterbury nhw th€” ddu phai chuyén dua!” Chang nguwng lai.
“Anh nghi ring khi chd Henry ctia anh giip c¢d Laura thi chd 4y d3 sung tdc
14m r'di. Nhung cd Laura ciing dworc thira k& gia tai. Co Ay va ba em, cd hai
déu rat giau cé. Chi tdi nghi€p ba em, dau tw thé¢ nao ma gan nhw mat
tring.”

Elinor thé dai: “Ba dang thwong ctia em chaalng h€ c6 dau 6c kinh doanh.
Truwdc khi ma't Ba budn phién da th chuyén.”

“Phai, cd Laura thi ¢6 tay hon ba em nhiéu. C6 &y k&t hon voi chi
Henry r'6i hai ngwoi tAu Hunterbury, va c¢6 Tan C6 néi v&i anh ring minh
ludn cye ky may mén trong viéc dau tw. Hau nhu khong c6 gi sut gid ca.”

“Khi chi Henry qua doi, chi ay d€'lai ta't ca cho Co, phai khong anh?”’

Roddy gat dau.

“Pung vay, thwong cho chd anh mat qua sdm ma cd Laura lai khong tai



gia. Mot géa phu tha ti€t tho chong. Co ay bao gio’ cling rat tdt voi ching
ta, lai xem anh chflng khac gi chau rudt minh. N€u anh gdp kho khan, C6
lu6n gitip do anh virot qua; may méan 13 anh khong roi vao canh &y qud
thwong xuyén!”

“C0 ciing hét strc rong rai voi em,” Elinor ndi vé biét on.

Roddy gat dau: “Cod Laura la nguwoi hao phéng ma. Nhung em biét
khong Elinor, so v&i clia cdi ma ching minh thyce sy ¢6 thi ching minh tiéu
xai kha phung phi, nhiéu khi chealng dau vao dau ca!”

Nang rau ri néi: “Em ciing nghi chiing minh da xai hoang... Nhiéu th
ton kém qua—nao quan 4o nao trang siec—r'o6i phim anh v&i tiée ting lién
mién—Ilai con ca dia hat nira!”

“Cwng a, em la canh vang 14 ngoc phai khong nao? Em khong lam viéc
cing chaalng can xoay x& cho nhoc than!”

“Anh c6 nghi 1a em c¢an phai lam viéc khong Roddy?” Elinor hai.

Chang 1ic dau: “Anh thich em nhwr em v&n c6: tinh t& nay, ho hitng va
cham bi&€m ntra. Anh ghét em ldic nao ciing nghiém chinh myc thwdc. Chi
c6 diéu anh cho riang n&u khong nho ¢6 Laura thi ¢6 thé em ciling phai vat
va voi mot cong viéc nao d6.” Chang ndi ti€p: “Anh cling vdy. Anh c6 mot
chd lam, dai loai th&. Lam viéc & Lewis & Hume thi khong qud vat va;
cdng viéc &y phu hgp v&i anh. Nho' ¢ viéc lam ma anh gitr dwge long tw
trong, nhing em nghe nay Elinor—anh cheamg lo lang gi vé twong lai 1a vi
anh van trong cho—tw ¢d Laura.”

Elinor néi: “Chiing minh c¢6 khac gi bon dia hit mau ngwoi dau anh!”

“Bay nao! C6 di khién chiing minh hiéu ring ngay niao d6 chiing minh
s€ dwgrc hwdng gia tai—co6 thé€ thoi. Tat nhién di€u dé cé anh hwdng dén

cach &rng x ctia ching minh.”



Elinor tw ly: “Co Laura chwa bao gio’ cho ching ta biét ro C6 sé d€ lai
cua cai nhw thé’nao anh nhi?”

“Chuyén &y thi quan trong gi kia chit! Rat ¢6 kha nang cd dy chia doi
cho hai chiing minh; nhwng n€u khong phai viy—néu C6 d¢€ lai toan bo
hodc phan 1on cho em vi em 1a ru6t thit ciia C6—thi cung a, sau d6 thé nao
anh ciing s& dwoc chia phan bdi vi anh sdp cudi em. Con né&u ba cu danh
phan 16n cho anh vi anh 1a dai dién ctia dong ho Welman thi van 6n thoi,
b&i vi em sap k&t hon v&i anh ma.”

Chang mim cwoi 4u yé€m nhin nang: “May thay chiing minh lai yéu
nhau. Em y€u anh ma, ding khong Elinor?”

“Vang a.”

Nang ho hieng ddp, ¢6 phén nghiém trang.

“Véang a!” Roddy dap nhai. “V&i cai dang vé tho o, nguoi khac khé ma
v&i t&i Ay, trong em ddng yéu 1dm Elinor— Mot princesse lointaine* . Chinh
di€u nay lam anh yéu em cwng a.”

“That sao?” Elinor nhw nghen thé.

“Puing vay.” Chang cau may. “Nhi€u c6 gai thwong—06—ndi th€ nao
nhi—thwong chi mudn chi€m hiru, cé khi ho lai qua ddi tan tuy dén mukc
ngdc ngh&ch va bdc 16 tinh cdm wét at moi ldc moi noi! Anh ghét diéu do.
Con véi em thi anh ching bao gid biét rd—anh khong dém chéc ldc nao thi
em tr& vé v&i cdi vé lanh lung the o va néi ring minh di d6i y—em hoan
toan ngudi lanh ma khong hé chép mét do du, nhu lic nay day! Em that
quyén rt Elinor a. Hét nhw mdt tac pham nghé thuat cyc ky—cuce ky hoan
chinh!” Chang néi ti€p: “Em bi€t khong, anh nghi do6i ta s€ c6 cudc hon
nhan hoan hdo... Ching minh cling yéu nhau vwa di va khong thai qua.

Chiing minh Ia ban tdt cua nhau. Ching minh cing chung nhiéu s¢& thich.



Ching minh hi€u nhau that teong tdn. Chiing minh ¢6 thuén lgi vé quan hé
ho hang nhung khong gap bat lgi vé huy€t thong. Anh sé€ ch?ing bao gior
chan em, vi gitr dwoc em da 12 khé 14m r6i, nhung em thi em c6 the chdn
anh b&i anh chi 1a mot ga tam theong—"’

Elinor 14c dAu nguay ngudy: “Em khdng bao gio chdn anh dau Roddy.
Khong bao gio’!”

“Em yéu ctua anh!”

Chang hon nang, r'oi néi: “Cod Laura bi€t kha rd chuyén hai dira minh,
mac du tw khi dinh wéc chiing minh chwa vé dwdi 8y. Anh nghi gio ching
ta da c6 c& d€ vé phai khong em?

“Vang, hom no em ciing nghi ring—"

Roddy ti&p cho hét cAu néi clia nang: “Réng ching minh da khong vé
d&y theong xuyén khi ¢6 the. Anh ciing nghi vay em a. H6i C6 bi dot quy
Tan dau tién thi hau nhw cich mot tuan la ching minh v€ mdt Tan vao cudi
tuAn. Con bay gio’ d& dé&n gan hai thang.”

Elinor néi: “Né&u C06 goi thi ching ta da vé roi—veé ngay &y chi.”

“Di nhién la th€&”. V&i lai, ching minh biét C6 thich y td O’Brien va dwoc
chi ta cham s6c tdt. Dau sao di ntra, ¢6 the ching minh d@ kha chénh mang.
Anh khong néi chuyén tién cia ma la khia canh con nguoi co.”

Elinor gt dau.

“Em hi€u.”

“Vi vay xét cho cung 14 thw ban thiu kia cling phan nao c6 ich! Chiing ta
s€ vé d€ bao vé€ quyeén lgii cia minh va b&i vi ching ta yéu ba ¢6 gia than
thwong!”

Chang bat diém va dot 14 thw nhan tw tay Elinor.



“Nghi ngo ai viét a?” Chang néi. “Piéu dé chealng cO gi quan trong...
Mot ai d6 thudc ‘phe ta’, nhw chiing minh thwong néi h'di con bé. Cling ¢6
the’ ho da giip ching minh. H6i me cta Jim Partington sang song &
Riviera*, c6 mot béc si tré ngwdi Y chidm séc sitc khde cho ba &y; ba cu si
mé anh chang di€n trai ndy d&n ndi c6 xu ndo cling d€ lai hét cho anh ta.
Jim va céc chi em ctia minh tim cach bac bo chic thw nhwng vo6 hig¢u.”

“Co6 Laura thich vién bdc si m&i dén th& chd bdc s Ransome —nhung
khong d&n mirc nhw vay!” Elinor ti€p loi. “Du sao thi 14 thw khung khiép
kia cling @& cap d&n mot cd gai. Chic hin 1a Mary.”

yo / ~ A N A 6
Roddy néi: “Chuing ta s€ v€ va tin mdt xem sao...”

Y t4 O’Brien vdi va budc ra tir phong ba Welman rdi di vao nha tim. Chi
ngodi lai néi: “Tdi di dit &m nwde ngay day. Chi ding tra roi hing lam tiép
chi nhé.”

Y t4 Hopkins x&i 1&i ddp: “Thé a chi, tra thi bao gio’ toi ciing sdn sang.
Mot tich tra ngon ma dAm thi con gi sanh bang, tdi van thwong néi thé?”

Y td O’Brien vira chAam nwdc vao &m va bat bép ga vira ndi: “Trong tu
nay tdi ¢6 di moi tht—a'm tra nay, tach tra va dwong nay, con stra twoi thi
Edna mang dén cho t6i ngay hai [n. Ching bao gi¢ phai lo thi€u thit gi ca.
Bé&p ga nay tdt 1dm, chi nhay mét 12 s6i ngay mot m nudce.”

O’Brien trac ba mwoi tudi, ngwoi dong dong cao, toéc hung dd, ham rang
tring béng, mit IAm tAm tin nhang va nu cudi c6 duyén. Tinh tinh vui vé
va sinh dong khi€n chi dworc bénh nhan yéu mén. Con Hopkins, y ta cua
Hat mdi sdng d&n don giwong va lam vé sinh cho 130 phu nhan phdp phdp,

la mot phu nt trung nién, véc ngwoi thé nhwng ra dang lanh lgi va thao



viéc.

Ba ta td vé dong tinh: “Trong nha moi thir déu dau ra da’y nhi.”

Ngwoi kia gat dau: “Vang, mot vai thiv da 16i mo't, lai khong c6 hé thong
diéu hoa, nhung chd ndo ciing c6 10 swdi bang clii; cdc co6 hau déu ra't sot
sang va ba Bishop thi quan 1y ching rat tot.”

Hopkins néi: “Bon con gdi con nira thoi nay phan 1on khong bi€t minh
mudn gi, ma lam vié€c cling chealng ra h'on. That khong chiu noi bon ching!”

“Mary Gerrard la dra ngoan chj a,” O’Brien ddp. “T6i thuc sy khong
hi€u ba Welman s€ ra sao né€u khong c6 né. Chi ¢6 bi€t lic nay phu nhan
¢4n né nhu thé ndo khong? Ai cha, phai néi rang né rat dang yéu va hop y
ba.”

“Thuong hai cho Mary,” Hopkins néi. “Ong b& gia ctia né ct ra stkc
choc ngody con gai minh.”

“Lao gia tho 10 Ay thi 1am gi ¢6 dwoc mot chi lich sy trong dau kia
chit,” O’Brien ti€p. “Kia, &m bit d4u reo. T6i sé pha tra ngay khi nuwdc

ALY

sO1i.

Tra da dwoe pha xong va rot ra tach, nong hoi va didc sanh. Hai nir y t4
ngoi trong phong cua O’Brien, sit bén phong ngi ba Welman.

“Ong Welman va cb Carlisle sdp vé,” O’Brien néi. “Sdng nay vira c6
dién tin day.”

“Ra thé h& chi? T6i thd'y 1do phu nhan dwong nhe dang bon chon lo
lang chuyén gi d6. Ciing kh4 1au hai nguoi 4y khong vé ddy chi nhi?”

“Phai d&n hon hai thang roi da’y. Ong Welman qua 12 quy dng tré trung
va banh bao, nhung trong ¢ vé kiéu ngao 1dm.”

Y ta Hopkins néi: “HOm no téi trong thd'y anh ¢é dy trén to Tatler, chup



chung v&i moét nguoi ban & Chg méi.”

“Co a7y ra't noi ti€ng trong gidi thwong lwu ding khong chi?” Y ta O’
Brien néi. “An van thi bao gio ciing hét stec thanh lich. Chi c6 thay 1a ¢
Ay thyc sy xinh dep khong?”

“Khé ma néi cic co gai thyc sy ra sao dang sau I1ép trang diém!”
Hopkins tra 1oi. “Nhung theo tdi thi nhan sic ¢d ta lam sao bi kip v&i Mary
Gerrard!”

Y ta O’Brien nghiéng dau biu moéi: “Co the gio thi chi ding. Nhwng
Mary dau da c6 phong cich riéng!”

“Nguoi dep vi lua &y ma.” Hopkins 1én mat day doi.

“Thém tach tra ntra chi nhé?”

“Pworc thol, cdm on chi.”

Bén tach tra b6'c khoi, hai ngwoi dan ba td ra than thi€t voi nhau hon.

Y td O’Brien ndi: “Pém qua xay ra mét viéc ky quidc chi a. Vao ldc hai
gior sang, nhw thwong 1€ td6i d€n xem phu nhan cé 6n khong thi toi thd’y ba
Ay ndm m& mét trao trdo. Nhung hinh nhu ba dang mo’ hay sao &Yy, vi khi
toi vira budre vao phong thi ba bao, ‘Birc anh. T6i phéi ¢ biec anh.’

“Thé 1a t6i ndi, ‘D7 nhién la ¢4, thwa ba Welman. Nhung ba cho' dén
séng mai c6 dugc khong?” Ba &y ddp, ‘Khong, ta mudn xem nd ngay bay
gior.” Toi ben ndi, ‘Puoc roi thea ba, vdy biec anh &y ¢ ddu? C6 phai ba
mudn ndi anh ctia dng Roderick khong?’ Ba &y bao, ‘Roder-ick a? Khong.
La Lewis.’

“R'6i ba bat dau viing vay. T6i d&n nang ba day, ba 1d'y chia khéa trong
chi€c hop nhd d€ canh giwong va bao t6i mé ngan thir nhi td com-mét, &

d6 qua nhién c6 mdt birc anh 1on 1'6ng trong khung bac. Anh mot ong cyc



ky phong d6 v&i chir ‘Lewis’ vit chéo & mot géc. Birc anh cil réi, chic 1a
chup tw rdt nhiéu nam tredrc day. Té6i mang né dén cho ba, ba cam 18y va
nhin chdm chim mot h'6i 14u, miéng ctr 1am bam. ‘Lewis—Lewis’. Sau d6
ba thd dai roi dua né lai cho toi va bdo toi cit vao chd cii. Ma chi ¢é tin
khong, khi tdi quay lai thi ba &y da ngu thi€p di ngon lanh nhw mot dira
bé.”

“Chi ¢6 nghi dé l1a ch'ong ba &y khong?” Y t4 Hopkins hdi.

O’Brien ddp: “Khéng phdi! Vi sidng nay td6i vo' nhw tinh co hdi ba
Bishop tén 6ng Welman qué c6'1a gi, ba ta n6i la Henry!”

Hai ngwoi dan ba 1i€c nhin nhau. Mii y td Hopkins kha dai, ddu mdi cta
ba ta khé rung rung ra chiéu thich thu. Ba ta tram ngadm néi: “Lewis—
Lewis. Cha, t61 12y lam la do. o ving nay toi khong nhé ra ai ¢6 cdi tén ay
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ca.

“C6 th&1a tir nhiéu nim trude day, chi thin mé&n,” ngwdi kia nhic ba ta.

“Phai, ta't nhién t6i & day chi m&i mét vai nam thdi. T6i ty hoi —”

Y td O’Brien néi: “Mot dng cwe ky banh trai, trong ctr nhw si quan ky
binh ay!”

Y ta Hopkins nhap mot ngum tra: “Chuyén hét strc thad vi!”

“Cé d6i trai gdi yéu nhau va roi 6ng bd nhin tAm chia cét ho, biét dau
da’y...” O’Brien mo’ mang.

Hopkins thé dai néi: “C6 1€ anh ta da bj tw trdn...”

Phan khich b&i tach tra va nhirng suy doan lang man, y td Hopkins vira roi

khdi toa nha thi Mary Gerrard chay theo ra ctra va bt kip ba ta.



“C0 y ta o1, chdu c6 th€ vao lang voi ¢6 dugre khong?”

“Ta’t nhién la dwg'c Mary, chdu yéu cua cd.”

Mary Gerrard vira néi vira thd hon hén: “Chau phdi néi chuyén vai co.
Chéau lo 14ng du thit chuyén c6 a.”

Ngwoi dan ba an can nhin c6 gai.

O tudi hai mwoi mot, Mary Gerrard trong that dang yéu véi vé dep hw
ao tya nhw déa h'ong dai, ngdn ¢O cao thanh td, nhitng lon téc vang mo’ don
s6ng nhe nhang budng xudng mai dau trang nha, ddi mét biéc long lanh.

“Cé chuyén gi vay chau?” Hopkins hoi.

“Chuyén la thoi gian cr tr6i qua ma chau thi khong lam gi ca!”

Hopkins néi cdc 16¢c: “Con thoi gian ma.”

“Khong, nhung that—that d4ng lo c6 a. Ba Welman t8t v&i chau 14m, ba
da cho chau #n hoc rat tdn kém. By gio chau thaA'y minh phai bat dau ty lo
cho ban than. Chdu phai hoc modt ngh€ nao d6.” Y td Hopkins gat gu td vé
dong cam.

“That lang phi n€u chau khéng hoc nghé. Chau da cd gidi bay voi ba
Welman, nhung khé qua ¢6 a—cé vé nhw ba khdong chiu hi€u. Ba cir bao
ring con nhiéu thoi gian 18m.”

Hopkins néi: “Chau phéi nh¢ 1a ba &y dang bénh nhé.”

Mary d6 mit hoi han: “Oi, chdu biét ma. Chau nghi minh khéng dwoc
lam phién ba &y. Nhung chau lo 18m co a! B& thi cuc ky kho chiu vé
chuyén nay! B&" ghét chdu ra mat vi chau 1a ‘quy c6’! Ma that ra chau dau
¢6 mudn an khong ngdi r'oi co’ chie!”

“Co0 hi€u la chau khong mudn vay.”

“Ngit ndi 1a hoc nghé gi ciing t6n kém. Hién nay chau kha thong thao



tiéng Pirc, va chdu co the lam viée gi d6 vai ti€ng Pirc. Nhung chau nght
thyc sy chdu mudn lam y t4 bénh vién. Chau thich nganh diéu dwong va
bénh nhan.”

Y t4 Hopkins néi thing thirng: “Nén nhé, 1am nghé &y thi chdu phai
khée nhw trau moi dworce!”

“Chau khde ma c6! Va chau thwe sw thich nghé diéu dwong. Em cia me
chau hién sdng & New Zealand ciing 1a y ta. Co thay khong, chau ciing ¢6
noi &y chi.”

“Con nghe mat xa thi sao?” Hopkins goi y. “Hay 1a Norland*? Chéu yéu
thich tré em ma. Nghé mat xa thi ki€m dworc tién day.”

Mary t6 vé ngo’ vrc: “Hoc nghé &y tdn kém nhiéu phai khéng c6? Chau
hy vong dwgc hoc—nhung ta't nhién chau qud tham lam—ba da lo cho
chau qua nhi€u roi.”

“Chau dinh n6i ba Welman &y a? V& van. Theo y ¢d thi ba 4y con ng
chau chuyén &y. Ba da cho chau an hoc khong s¢ ton kém, nhueng toan
nhirng thi chflng dau vao dau ca. Con nghé day hoc, chau khong thich
sao?”

“Chau khong da théng minh c6 a.”

“Tri tué thi mdi ngwdi mdi khac! N&u chdu ¢an mot 1o khuyén, Mary a,
thi by gio’ chdu nén kién nhan. Nhw ¢6 vira néi, theo co thi ba Welman ¢6
nghia vu phai gidp chdu budc dau trong viéc kidm sdng. Co chic chin ba
2y muon lam viéc d6, nhung thyc t€ 1a ba &y yéu mén chau nén khong
muon xa chau ma thoi.”

“O, thuc si ¢d nghi vay sa0?” Mary vira néi vira thd hon hén.

“C0 khong nghi ngo gi vé diéu dé! Lao phu nhan dang thwong gio da



ban than ba't toai, it nhi€u gi cling thanh vO dung roi, khong c6 ai cing
chaalng diéu gi 1am ba &y vui thd dwgre. C6 mot ngudi tré trung twoi tin nhw
chdu quanh quan trong nha la di€u c¢6 y nghia 1'n v&i ba y. Chau & trong
phong bénh Ay 12 t5t 1dm day.”

Mary khé d4p: “Néu ding la c6 nghi vay thi chdu cdm thay dé chiu
hon... Ba Welman kinh mén, chau yéu ba 8y v6 cung! Ba bao gio ciing rat
tot voi chau! Chau sé 1lam bdt cwe viéc gi cho ba.”

Y ta Hopkins néi khd kho'c: “Thé thi t6t nha't chau cr & yén d6 va dung
lo nghi gi ca! Sé ch:flng con bao lau ntra.”

“Cd dinh néi 1a—?” Mary hdi, mit mé to day kinh hai. Ba y t4 Hat gat
dau.

“Ba chu da h'6i phuc mdt cach dang ngac nhién, nhwng sé khong 1au dau.
S& ti€p tuc con dot quy thir hai, roi thir ba. Co bi€t diéu d6 qud rd. Céan
phai kién nhin chdu a. N&u chdu chdm séc 130 phu nhin va 1am cho ba 4y
hanh phiic cho d&n tdn ngay cudi cung thi d6 la viéc lam t6t hon bat cr
moi viéc. Sau d6 hing danh thoi gian cho cong viéc khac.”

“C0 that tot bung.” Mary ndi.

“B& chau ra khoi nha rdi kia,” Hopkins néi. “Hom nay chic 13 dng &y
khong vui, c6 thay the!”

Hai ngudi vira ra d&n gan cdnh cong sit I1on. Tt trén thém nha thuong
trec*, mot ngwoi din Ong 1én tudi lung cong dang khap khiéng budc
xudng hai bac voi vé dau don. Y td Hopkins vui vé cat ti€ng: “Xin chao
ong Gerrard.”

“Cha!” Ephraim Gerrard git gdng dap.

“Trovi dep nhi,” Hopkins tiép.



Lio Gerrard cang cdu kinh: “Cé ma dep v&i ba chit chang phai v&i toi!
To6i dang kho vi cai lwng dau day nay.”

Y td4 Hopkins van teoi cudi: “Ay 1 do dot 4m wdt tir twan trede, toi
nghi th&". Chir troi hanh thé nay thi chéng ma’y choc bénh s€ hét ngay thoi
ma.”

C4i 167 chuyén nghiép nhanh nhau &y 1am dng ldo byc minh. Ong ta céu
kinh: “Y td oi la y td—cac nguwoi déu cung mot giudc voi nhau. Thay
ngwoi khac 6m thi swong ra mat! D6 vo y vo te! R6i chuyén con Mary
mudn lam y ta nra. T6i cr twdng l1a v&i cdi mé nao ti€ng Phép ti€ng Dirc
nao dan piano nao da cac thir trén doi & treong danh gid voi & nudc ngoai
thi 1€ ra né phai thich céi gi tot hon thé’chi.”

Mary néi gay git: “Puoc 1am diéu dwong bénh vién véi con 1a tot 1dm
roi bo al”

“Phai, r'oi chealng may chéc may sé chfmg them lam gi cd, ding khong?
Vénh vang di€u bd ra vé ta day Ia ti€u thw quy tdc, khong dong mong tay
vao ba't c viéc gi. B0 lwoi nhac, 1a may dd’y con a!”

Mary nwdc mét ran rya phan doi: “Khong ding dau B&. B& khong c6
quyén n6i theé!”

Hopkins xen vao, giong hém hinh nhung qua quy€t: “Bwc boi ti chit vi
thdi tiet thdi, ding khong nao? Gerrard a, chic 6ng khong dinh néi the” dau.
Mary la mot ¢6 gdi t6t va la dira con ngoan cia 6ng.”

Gerrard nhin con gai voi vé ac y thyc sg. “V&i cdi mo ti€ng Phdp cung
ki€u cach mau me 6ng ¢o ctia né thi gio’ né dau con la con cia t6i! Hu!”

Ong ta quay nguwdi tré vao nha, con Mary thi neédc mét leng trong. “CH
c6 thdy b6" chau kho khan nhw thé nao khong? B& that qua dang. Ngay tw

h'61 chau con bé 6ng ay da chaalng hé thwong chau. Chi cé me 1a bénh vuc



chau ma thoi.”

Y td Hopkins an ¢én ndi: “Nao, nao, dwng réu ri thé". Nhirng viéc 8y la
d& thir thach chiing ta ma! Chda o1, c6 dang voi 1im. Sdng nay c6 con di
mot vong cac noi!”

Mary dirng nhin theo cdi dang vé lanh lgi 8y dang di xa dén. C6 khG s&
nghi ring trén doi nay chealng cé ai thyc sy t6t hodc co the thuc sy gilp
minh. Y t4 Hopkins diu cé t t& d&n dau thi cling chi biét an Gi c6 bang
nhirng 1oi vO vi tAm thwong dwoe bay td theo cdch mdi la ma thoi.

Mary chan nan nghi, ‘Minh s€ phai lam gi day?’



CHUONG 2

B Welman nim trén chong gdi dwoc ké x&p can than. Ba thé khd ning
nhoc, nhirng khdng ngii. Poi méit ba—ciing sau tham va xanh biéc nhw mét
¢O chdu gdi Elinor, ngwdc nhin 1én trfin nha. D6 1a mot phu nt cao 1n diy
da v&i nét nhin nghiéng ra't sic sdo va 16i cudn! Vé kiéu hanh va qua quyét
hién 10 trén grong mat ba.

Do6i mit ba ha xudng thap va dirng lai & mot dang ngudi dang ng'di bén
ctra s0. Cdi nhin ngung dong & d6—dAy triu mén 1an ddm chiéu.

Sau cung ba goi: “Mary—"

Co gdi lap tirc quay lai: “O, ba da thic roi v thwa ba Welman.”

Laura Welman néi: “A, ta da day dwoc mot lic roi...”

“Qi, vy ma chdu khong biét. L& ra chau—"

“Khong sao ca!” Ba Welman ngét 10 ¢6. “Ta dang nghi ngoi chuyén nay
chuyén no 8y ma.”

“Vay w thwa ba?”

Cédi nhin thong cam, giong néi ddy quan tdm cda c6 gai lam cho guwong
mat ngeoi phu nit 1on tudi dju lai. Ba khé néi: “Ta thwong con qua, con
yéu. Con rat t6t v&i ta.”

“Qi chao, ba m&i 1a ngudi t8t v&i chdu thea ba Welman. Néu khong ¢6
ba thi chdu khong bi€t minh phéi lam gi nwa! Ba da lam moi diéu cho

chau.”



“Ta chging biet... Ta chfmg biét, that dd’y...” Ngwoi bénh bdn ch'én cya
qudy, canh tay phai cr gian giit con tay trai thi tro i. “Ai cling mudn lam
moi vi€c tOt nha't, nhwng that khé ma bi€t dau la t6t nha't va dau la diing
ddn. Ma h'6i nao t&i gio ta van ludn qua tu tin...”

“O khong, chdu tin ring bao gior ba ciing biét lam diéu ding ddn va tot
nha't thwa ba.” Mary Gerrard noi.

Nhung Laura Welman Idc dau.

“Khong—khong dau. Chuyén &y 1am ta lo nghi nhiéu 1dm. Ta ludn c6
mot 4m 4nh tdi 101, d6 1a ta qua kiéu cing Mary a. Tinh kiéu hanh c6 th€ 1a
quai g&, thé’ ma gia toc ta lai c6 cai tinh a'y. Elinor ciing vay.”

Mary voi no6i: “Co Elinor va cqu Roderick ma ve€ choi thi tdt cho ba bi€t
ma’y. Ba s€ vui hon nhiéu. Ciing khé lau c6 cau chwa vé day.”

Ba Welman nhe nhang dap: “Chiing 1a nhitng dra chau ra't ¢6 tinh. Ca
hai déu yéu mén ta. Ta biét rdng chi ¢an nhin mdt ti€ng 14 ching s& vé bat
ctr ldc nao, nhwng ta khong mudn lam viéc d6 qué thwong xuyén. Ching
con tré va hanh phic—ca cudc doi dang & phia triedre, vi thé khong nén lam
chuing suy sup va dau kho khi chwa can thiét.”

“Chdu chéic chin 1a cd cdu khong bao gio: cadm thay thé dau, thwa ba
Welman.”

Ba Welman ti€p tuc, gan nhw néi mot minh hon 1a v&i ¢6 géi: “Ta ludn
hy vong ching s& k&t hon v&i nhau, nhung ta ching bao gio goi ¥ viec aYy.
Bon tré biy gio’ mau thuin 14m, ta néi ra thi c¢6 khi chiing lai 1ang tranh! Tt
h'di ching con bé xfu, ta dd nghi rang Elinor phai 1ong Roddy. Tuy nhién ta
lai hoan toan khong an tAm vé thdng bé. N6 ctt thé nao 4y, la 1m. Gidng
nhw Henry vay —ra't kin k€ va kho chi€u... Phai, Henry...”

Ba ldng thinh nghi dén ngwoi ch'éng qua ¢6. R6i ba 1am bam: “Pa lau
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roi... 1au 1dm 14m r6i... Bon ta cwdi nhau chi m&i nidm nim thi dng &y qua
doi. Bi viém ca hai budng phdi... Bon ta da s6ng hanh phiic—phai, rat
hanh phtc, nhwng khong hi€u sao hanh phtic &y ¢ nhw khdng c6 thdt. Ta la
mot dira con gdi ky quic, nghiém nghi va ngdc nghéch—dau 6c ta day
nhirng y twedng sung bai anh hung. Khong thwc té...”

“Sau d6 chic ba co6 don 1dm,” Mary thd thi.

“Sau d6 a? Oi diing th&—ta c¢d don khang khiép. Lic &y ta chi m&i hai
muoi sau... con bay gio ta dd ngoai sdu muoi. Thoi gian dai ding dic con
a, dai qua ddi...” Ba bat ngo td vé chua chat. “Va bay gio 1a thé' nay day!”

“La bénh w thwa ba?”

“Phai. Dot quy la diéu ta ludn khi€p s¢'. La sy si nhuc hon bat cir diéu
gi khdc trén dori! P& ngudi khac tim rira va chiim séc minh nhr mot dira tré
&m ngtra. VO dung khong thé tw lo cho ban than. Piéu dé khién ta phat
dién. Phai n6i O’Brien 1a nguwoi t6t tinh, chi ta khdong d€ bung viéc ta ludn
cau kinh, ma chi ta ciing sang da hon phan Ién bon kia. Nhwng vdi ta thi
viéc ¢6 con & mot bén lai khac han, Mary a.”

“Vay sao?” Co gdi dd birng mit. “Chiu—chau sung swdng 14m thua ba
Welman.”

Laura Welman té vé dau dén. “Con dang lo 1dng cho twong lai ciia minh
ding khong? Con yéu a, ct d€ viéc &y cho ta. Ta s€ lo liéu d€ con c6 th€
song ty 14p va chon 14y mot nghé. Nhung con phai kién nhin mot chiit—
viéc con c6 mat & day la rd't can cho ta.”

“0, di nhién r'di, thia ba Welman—d7 nhién! Chau sé khong bd ba ma di
dau hét, tree phi ba mudn chau—"

“Ta can con...” Giong ba dju dang tram xudng mot cach kho hieu.

“Mary a, con la—con gan nhw 1a con gdi ta vdy. Ta da nhin thdy con lon



1én & Hunterbury nay tw khi con m&i tp di chip chirng, ta da nhin thd’y con
trd thanh mot thi€u nir xinh dep... Ta tw hao vi con, con gai a. Ta chi mong
lam dworc nhirng gi tot nha't cho con.”

Mary vdi néi: “Né&u ba dinh néi ring viéc ba d6i xt qud t6t v&i chdu va
cho chdu an hoc cao hon—vang, cao hon dia vi xua't than cia chau—né&u
ba nghi ring chuyén d6 1am chau khong hai long hodic 1a—hodc 1a khién
chdu ¢6 ¥ nghi minh la quy cd nhw bd chau thwong néi thi khong ding dau
a. Hon bao gior hét, chau thyc sy ra't bi€t on ba. Va néu chau lo léng Ve
viéc bit dau tw ki€m song thi chi 13 vi chdu nghi ¢An phai nhw thé, chdu
khong dwg'c—vang—khong dwoe an khong ng'6i r'oi sau ta't ca nhirng gi ba
da lam cho chau. Chau—chdau khong thich bi ngwoi khac xem 1a sdng bam
vao ba.”

Laura Welman bdng d5i giong gay git: “Vay ra d6 1a nhitng gi Gerrard
dang nh'6i nhét vao dau con v? Pung d€ y dén bd con lam gi, Mary; chwa
trng va s€ khong bao gior ¢6 bat ctir nghi ngo’ gi vé chuyén con an bam ta!
Ta ddi con & lai day khd 1au chi vi loi ich cda ta. Moi viée sdp két thic
roi... Néu chiing dién ra ding thong I¢ thi ta cheamg con song bao 1au ntra,
chaalng phai kéo dai lam chi cdi tro ngu xuan nay cling v&i y ta va bac si.”

“0 khong thwa ba Welman, béc si Lord n6i ba con sdng nhiéu nam ntra
kia ma.”

“Cam on con, nhung ta hoan toan chgng lo au gi vé viéc ay! Hom no ta
néi v&i bac si rang khi ta con minh mAn sang sudt thi viéc 18 ra ta nén lam
la kin ddo cho 6ng &y biét ta muén cha’m dirt canh nay, va ong &y sé két
liu do&i ta bang mot 1iéu thudc ém diu nao d6 khieh ta khong cam thay dau
don. Ta bao, ‘Bac si a, n€u 6ng ¢6 can dam thi thé nao 6ng cling lam diéu

dé'?”



“Qi! R%i 6ng &y néi sao a?” Mary kéu 1én.

“Anh chang bat kinh &y chi nhiin ring cwdi v&i ta ma bao rang minh sé
khong liéu mang d€ bi treo ¢6. Cau ta con néi: ‘Nhwng n€u ba trao hét tai
san cho tdi thi ta't nhién sé khac, ba Welman a!” Ranh con ldo xwoc! Nhung
ta lai thich cdu &Yy. Viéc ciu &y dén tham bénh ddi v&i ta td't hon nhiéu so
voi thudc men.”

“Vang, ong A7y rat tir t& thwa ba,” Mary néi. “Y td4 O’Brien thwong nhic
ong &y ludn, ba Hopkins ciing vay.”

“Hopkins d3 c6 tudi nén khon ngoan hon. Con O’Brien, ¢t mdi [n anh
béc si d&n gan 1a chj ta ¢t mau me 1am diéu 1am bo, ‘Oi bac si’, roi huyén
thuyén khong diet.”

“To1 nghigp y ta O’Brien.”

“That tinh ma ndi, chi ta khong phai ngwoi xau,” ba Welman td vé
khoan dung, “nhwng ta't ca cdc y td déu lam ta byc minh; ho bao gio ciing
nghi ring ngwdi khac thich ‘mot tdch trad ngon’ vao lic nim gio sang!” Ba
ngwng lai. “Gi vay con? Xe hoi phai khong?”

Mary nhin qua ctra s0.

“Vang thwa ba, xe hoi dd’y a. Co6 Elinor va ciu Roderick da vé dén noi.”

Ba Welman néi v&i chau gai: “Ta rd't sung swong gap chau va Roddy,
Elinor a.”

“Chau ciing nghi la ¢d vui 1ong, ¢6 Laura.” Elinor mim cuwoi v&i ba.

Mot thoang ngan ngw, ba Welman néi: “Chau c6—quan tdm dén nd
khong, Elinor?”



“C6 chir a.” Elinor nhwdn hang chan may thanh manh.

Laura Welman voi néi: “Tha 16i cho ta, chdu than yéu. Chau 1 nguweoi rat
kin ddo, khé ma bié€t chau dang nghi gi hay cam thay thé nao. Khi hai dira
con bé, ta nghi ring c6 the chau di bit dau quan tim dén Roddy—qué
nhi€u...”

Elinor lai nhwdn may. “Qud nhiéu w thwa ¢6?”

Lao phu nhan gat dau.

“Phai. Quan tam qud nhiéu la khong khon ngoan chdu a. Poi khi cac cd
gai mo&i 1on theong nhwe the'... Ta 18y lam vui khi chdu xud't ngoai sang
Puc d€ cha'm dut. R6i khi trd vEé, chdu td ra hoan toan tho o voi n6—a, ta
lai thQy ti€c! Ta 1a mot mu gia kho tinh, kh6 ma lam ta hai long! Nhung ta
luon cho rang c6 thé tinh khi chau ciing hét nhu moi ngwdi trong gia tdc
ching ta, néi cho ding la ban tinh manh m€. Mang tinh khi &Yy thi chfmg
sung swong gi dau... Nhwng nhuw ta da ndi, khi chau ho hirng véi Roddy
sau khi tr nwdc ngoai trd vé, ta lai tiéc, bdi I8 ta vAn hing mong hai dira
dén voi nhau. Gio diy hai chdu da thanh do6i, moi viéc thé 1a 6n thda! Ma
chau thire sw quan tim dén n6 chir ha?”

Elinor nghiém nghi ddp: “Chau quan tam d&n Roddy vira dd va khong
qua nhiéu co a.”

Ba Welman gat dau tan thanh.

“Vay thi ta nghi chdu s€ hanh phiuc. Roddy can tinh yéu—nhung n6
khong thich nhirng cam xtc manh ligt. N6 e s¢ sy chi€m hiru.”

“Co6 hi€u Roddy ra't r6!” Elinor xic dong noi.

“Néu Roddy quan tdim dén chau nhiéu hon mrc chau quan tim dén nd,

chi mot chit théi—a, nhw vy moi tot.”



Elinor néi x&ng: “Trong muc Loi khuyén ctia C6 Agatha cé cau. ‘Hay
khién ban trai minh ngo vwe! Piwng dé’chang qud tin twéng ban!’”

“Chéu khong vui a? C6 chuyén gi vay?”

“Khong khong, khong c6 gi dau co a.”

“Chéu nghi ring c6 khong dang —kinh trong 4? Ch4u than yéu, chdu con
tré va da cam, ma cudc doi thi kha hén mat...”

Giong Elinor dwo'm chiit cay ding: “Ch4u cling nghi vay.”

“Con gai a, con ¢6 chuyén gi khd tdm phai khong?”’

“Khong c6 gi ddu—tuyét ddi khong cé gi.” Nang dirng ddy va dén bén
ctra s0. R6i hoi xoay nguwoi lai, nang néi: “Co Laura, xin ¢ néi that véi
chdu, cé bao gior ¢d nghi tinh yéu la diéu hanh phidc khéng?”

Mait ba Welman tré nén nghi€m nghi.

“Theo nghia nhw chdu dinh ndi thi c6 thé’ 1a khong, Elinor a... Qua say
dim thiét tha v&i ngudi khéc thi chi chudc 14y ndi budn nhiéu hon 13 niém
vui; nhung dau sao n€u khong trai nghi€m thi s€ khong hi€u dwoc diéu do.
Nguwoi nao chwa bao gio thwc sy yéu thi cling chwa bao gio thuc sy
song...”

Co gai gat dau: “Vang—vay la c6 da hi€u—da biét tinh yéu nhw thé
nao.

BA't chot nang quay lai, ddi méit nhin do héi: “Co Laura—"

Canh ctra bat m& va O’Brien toc dd budc vao. Chi ta sdi noi: “Thwa ba

Welman, bac si dé€n tham ba day nay.”

Bac si Lord 1a mot ngwoi dan Ong tré & tudi ba mwoi hai, toc hung hung,



gwong mat day tan nhang khong dién trai nhwng vui vé, quai ham banh.
M3t anh mau xanh lo, sdc sdo tinh anh.

“Xin chao ba Welman,” anh noi.

“Chao béac s1 Lord. Bay la c6 Elinor, chdu gai t61.”

Vé ngwong mo 10 rd trén gwong mat sang lang ctia bac si Lord. Anh néi,
“Xin chao C6,” vira rén rén nang ban tay ma Elinor chia ra cho minh nhw
th€ s¢’ 1lam vo nd.

Ba Welman néi ti€p: “Elinor va chau trai t6i vé tham d€ gidp t6i khuay
khoa day.”

“Tuyét vori!” Bac si Lord ddp. “Pung la di€u ba can! Rat tdt cho ba, toi
doan chic thwa ba Welman.” Anh van nhin Elinor v&i vé nguéng mo rd rét.

Elinor vira ti€n vé phia ctra vira néi: “T6i c6 th€ gdp O6ng trede khi 6ng
ve duoc khong, bac st Lord?”

“6—é—vﬁng, di nhién la dwoc che.”

Nang budc ra khdi phong va khép cira lai. Bac si Lord dén bén giwong
bénh, y td O’Brien lang xdng sau lwng anh.

Ba Welman nhdy mét bdo: “Phdi chju dung céc trd Itra thwong xuyén
nhw thé nay a, bac si? B4t mach, nghe tim r6i lai do than nhiét! Bac si cac
nguwoi chi toan bip thoi!”

Y t4 O’Brien thé dai: “Oi, ba Welman, sao lai n6i vy v&i bac si!”

“Ba Welman hi€u tha'u tim den t6i ma, chi y td!” Bdc si Lord nhdy mit.
“DAu sao toi cling phai 1am cdi trd d& dan nay thwa ba. Khd ndi tdi chwa
bao gio hoc dwgrc cach cham séc bénh nhin cho tdt.”

“Ong cham séc ngwoi bénh thé'1a td't r'oi. Thye sy 6ng ¢6 the ty hao.”

“Ba qud khen d6 thoi.” Peter Lord téc lvoi.



Sau mot vai ciu hoi dip nhw thwong 1€, bac si Lord ngd ngwoi xudng
gh& va mim cuwdi v&i bénh nhan. “Tdt 1dm, ba dang h'di phuc that ct.”

“Thé thi vai tuan ntra t6i s€ ng'6i ddy va di quanh nha dwoc ch?” Ba
Welman hai.

“Khong hoan toan nhanh nhw vay dau.”

“Thé& w? Ong chi gidi bip! Sdng ma nim dai chd chim séc nhw dia tré
th& nay thi s6ng lam gi kia ch?”

“Thé thi lgii ich cta cudc sdng la gi, d6 1a mot cau hdi thue t€.” Bac si
Lord néi. “Pa bao gio ba nghe néi d&€n mdt phat minh hay ho thoi Trung c6
mang tén Kém thodi mdi* chua? O trong céi ciii &y ngudi ta khong thé
dtng, ngdi hodic ndm gi cd. Chic ba nghi ai bj nhdt vao d6 thi chi vai tuan
12 chét. Hoan toan khong phai thé! C6 ngudi da & trong cdi ciii sit dén
muoi sdu ndim méi dwore gidi thodt ma van sdng manh khoe dén gia.”

Laura Welman néi: “Y nghia chinh ctia cau chuyén &y 1a gi?”

“La mdi nguoi déu ¢ bdn ndng sinh ton. Nguwoi ta song khong phai vi
Iy tri ciia ho dong y song. Ca nhitng nguoi ‘nén chét di thi hon’ nhw ta
thwong néi, thi ho cling khong mudn chét! Lai ¢6 ngwoi ro rang l1a da diéu
kién s6ng nhwng lai d€ doii minh tan lui di chi 1a vi ho khong con nghi luc
da’u tranh.”

“Noi ti€p xem nao.”

“C6 thé& thoi. DAu ba ¢6 noi gi di nira thi ba van 1a mot trong nhitng
ngwoi thye sy mudn sdng! Va néu than xac ba mudn s6ng ma ba lai d€ tri
nao minh nghi dén cai chuyén kia thi khong hay chut nao.”

Ba Welman bit ngd chuyén sang dé tai khdc: “Ong thdy noi nay thé

nao?”’



“(y day ra't hop v&i t61,” Peter Lord mim cudi ddp.

“Mot nguoi tré nhw dng ma & ddy khong thd’y chan sao? Ong khong
mudn theo chuyén khoa 2? Ong c6 tha’y 1am bdc si gia dinh & nong thon 1a
dang chan khong?”

Lord 14c mdi téc hung hung.

“Khong, toi thich cong viéc cua minh. Toi yéu con ngwoi va tdi thich
nhirng chirng bénh thong thwong. To6i thye sy khdng thich chidi miii vao cac
loai vi khuan hi€m gidp ctia mot can bénh mo h'd nao dé. Toéi thich bénh
s&i, bénh thuy dau va ta't ca nhirng chirng bénh dai loai nhw thé". T6i thich
quan sat xem cdc co dia khac nhau phan tng v&i cac chirng bénh nay ra
sao. T6i mu6n hi€u 1o liéu tdi c6 th€ cai thién cach diéu tri da dwoc cong
nhan hay khong. Khé mot ndi 1a to6i hoan toan khong c6 tham vong. Toi sé
& didy cho d&n ldc gia khu va moi nguwdi bat dau bio nhau, ‘T4t nhién
chiing ta ludn c6 bdc si Lord, 6ng cu &y ti t& 1dm, nhung gio* thi cach diéu
tri cia cu da qud 16i thoi, ¢6 18 t0t hon hét ching ta nén moi cdi ngwoi tré
tuoi va hop thoi kia kia...””

“Hwm,” ba Welman néi. “C6 vé nhw 6ng da tinh toan moi chuyén dau
vao day!”

Peter Lord ding 1én.

“A.” anh néi. “T6i phai di théi.”

“Chdu gdi t6i mudn néi chuyén véi Ong, t6i nghi vdy. A nay, éng nghi
sao vé con bé? Ong chwa hé giip né trude ddy.”

Béc si Lord chot d6 mat, ca hang chan may cling tng dd. Anh dap: “Toi
al O! Cb &Yy tuyét dep ba nhi? Ma lai thong minh nira, toi nghi vay.”

Ba Welman lai lang sang chuyén khac. Ba ty nhd: ‘Anh ta con tré qua,



thye sy...” R'6i ba néi to: “Ong phai cudi vor day.”

Roddy tho’ than trong veon. Chang bing qua bai ¢b rong, di doc theo con
dwong lat da roi budc vao veeon rau ¢6 twong bao quanh. Khu veon dwoc
trong tia va cham séc ky lwong. Chang ty hdi khong bi€t ngay nao d6 minh
va Elinor ¢6 vé s6ng ¢ Hunterbury ching. Chang nghi ho s€ sdng & day.
Bén than chang mudn vdy. Chang yéu thich cudc sdng thon da. Chang chi
hoi ngai voi Elinor, ¢6 th€ nang thich sdng & London hon...

Hiéu dwoc Elinor that khong dé. Nang hdu nhw khong d€' 1 suy nghi va
cam xdc vé moi viéc. V€ mdt 2y thi chang thich nang... Chang ghét loai
ngudi cir tudn ra ta't tan tit moi diéu minh nghi va chic mam nguoi khic
cling mu6n rd twong tdn gan rudt cia minh. Ngwoi dé dit bao gio cling thi
vi hon nhiéu.

Elinor 12 ngudi thue sw hét sie hoan hao, chang suy xét. Nang ching hé
gdy khé chju hodc 1am ai t&n thwong bao gio. Ngdm nang that dé chiu,
nghe nang néi chuyén that hém hinh—néi chung nang la ngwoi ban doi
quy€n ri nhat.

Chang man nguyén nhil thAm: ‘Ta cuyc ky may mén khi ¢6 nang. Khong
hi€u nang tim thdy gi & mot ga nhw ta.’

Ba&i 1€ Roderick Welman, du bé ngoai ky tinh lai khong phai la ké tw cao
tw dai. Viéc Elinor thuin két hon voi minh khién chang thwe sy hét sirc bat
ngo.

Pudong doi trai ra trede méit chang khd ém 4i. Mot ngwdi biét 16 minh
dang & dau, diéu d6 bao gior ciing 12 may mén. Chang nghi néu Elinor dong

y thi hai ngwoi ¢ th€ sém két hon, ma ciing ¢ th€ nang con mudn Ian lkra



doi chit. Thé thi khong nén thdic hdi nang. Ban dau ¢6 thé€ hai ngwoi sé gap
doi chat kho khan, tuy nhi€én khong c6 gi dang lo. Chang thanh that cau
mong cd Laura s6ng lau. Ba la ngwoi chang yéu mén va luén ludn t6t voi
chang, ba thwong goi chang vé diy choi vao céac ky nghi, va bao gio cling
quan tam dén vi€c chang dang lam gi.

Tam tri chang tranh né y nghi vé cai chét thuc sy cta ba (chang thwong
lang tranh ba't c di€u khoé chju cu thé nao). Chang khong thich hinh dung
qué ro rang nhirng chuyén khong hay... Nhwng—a—sau nay song ¢ day s€
thich 14m, nha't 14 khi trong tay cé nhiéu tién clia. Chang ti hdi khong biét
co minh s& d€ lai tai san nhw thé ndo day. Piéu d6 that ra ching quan trong.
V&i mét s& phu nir thi viéc chdng hay v dwoe gite tai san 1a rat quan
trong, nhung véi Elinor thi khong. Nang ra't t& nhi va khong qua quan tam
dén tién bac d€ xem d6 la chuyén lon.

‘Khdng, dau cé gi xay ra di ntra thi cling ch:flng phai lo 1dng,” chang nghi.

Chang ra khéi khu veon ¢6 tweong bao boc qua canh cong & cudi veon.
Tw d6, chang tha than vao khu rieng nhd noi ¢6 thiy tién vang trd hoa vao
mua xuan. Di nhién gio thi hoa da tan ca r'oi, nhwng mét troii xuyén qua
hang cay roi xudng tao thanh ludng dnh sang xanh ra't dep.

Trong phiit chd'c, mdt cdm gidc bon chon ky la bdng 4p dén—diéu gi d6
lay dong sy binh an vwra cé cua chang. ‘Cé diéu gi d6—diéu gi d6 ta chwa
trng c6—diéu gi d6 ta mudn—ta muén—ta mudn...’

Anh sang xanh 6ng 4, khdng gian ém dém—cing vé&i chiing 12 nhip tim
dap ron rang, 1a mau chay ran rat trong huy&t quan, va cam giac nén nao
ba't ngo'.

Mot thi€u nir dang bang qua nhttng hang cdy huwdng vé phia chang—

thi€u nir v&i mai téc vang hoe bong muot va lan da trng h'ong.



‘Sao ma dep thé¢’—dep khodng biit nao ta xi€t,” chang nghi.

C6 gi d6 chot cuén hit 18y chang: chang dirng sttng nhw troi tr'ong, cam
gidc dat troi bdong dung quay cu'dng chao ddo, chénh chodng dién dai!

Thié¢u n& ba't chot dirng chan, roi lai budce tiép. CO ti€n d&n chd chang
dang ding ngan nguoi, mom ha hdc. Co ngdn ngw gidy lat roi néi: “Cau
khong nhé ra em sao, cAu Roderick? T4t nhién da l1au 14m roi. Em 12 Mary
Gerrard ¢ nha thwong tric ddy ma.”

“O—0—cd 1a Mary Gerrard sao?”

“Vang a.” Co dap, roi e then ndi ti€p: “Tat nhién 1a em da thay doi
nhiéu k€ tw khi cu gdp em lan truedc.”

“Phai, cd thay doi nhiéu qua. Ta—ta khong con nhan ra cd ntra.”

Chang ding nhin c6 géai cham cham, khong nghe thdy ti€ng budc chan
sau leng minh. Mary nghe thay va quay lai.

Elinor d&ng im trong phit chd'c, roi nang néi: “Chao em, Mary.”

“Em chao c0, c6 Elinor.” Mary dip. “Em rat vui dwoc gap c6. Ba
Welman dang mong co ve.”

“Phai—ciling da lau r6i,” Elinor néi. “Ta—Y ta O’Brien nho ta di tim
em. Chi &y mudn nang ba Welman day, va chi &y néi em thwong lam viéc
d6 voi chi ta.”

“Em di ngay day a.” Mary noi.

Co6 gai chay vut di. Elinor ditng nhin theo. Mary chay thoiin thodt va
uyén chuyén trong tirng dong tac.

“Atalanta*...” Roddy diu dang noi.

Elinor khong tra loi. Nang ding lang thinh mot vai phit mdi 1én ti€ng:

“Gén dén gio an trwa r'oi, ching ta vé thoi.”



Ho budc song doi tré vao nha.

“Oi! Pi nao, Mary. Py 1a mot bd phim hoanh trang vé Paris, ¢ Garbo*.
Con truyén la ciia mét tac gid hang dau, cé lan da dwoc dyng thanh nhac
kich opera.”

“Anh t6t bung qua Ted a, nhung thyc s em khong muén di.”

Ted Bigland ndi cdu. “Gio anh chealng hi€u noi em ntra, Mary a. Em khac
tredre r'01, hoan toan khac.”

“Khong, anh Ted. Em khong c6 gi khac ca.”

“Em c6! Anh nghi la do em di hoc cdi treong ndi ti€ng r'éi lai sang Dirc.
Em bay gio’ qua cao sang so v&i ching t6i...”

“Khong ding dau Ted. Em khong phai nhw vay,” nang néi vé dir doi.

Du dang byc tiec, chang thanh nién dién trai va cwong trdng van nhin
nang nhw danh gia: “Cdé, em khac nhiéu. Em hau nhw 1a quy c6 Mary a.”

“Hau nhw 12 khong tdt, c6 phai the khong?” Mary ba't ngo cay déng.

“Khong, anh nghi khdng phai nhw vay.” Chang trai td vé thong cam.

Mary véi n6i: “Thoi budi nay ai con quan tdim dén chuyén &y nira? Pai
loai quy ¢6 v&i quy Ong ay!”

“Phai, chuyén d6 thi khong quan trong,” Ted d6ng y, nhung td vé dam
chiéu. “Di sao thi d6 ciing chi 14 cdm gidc. Oi troi Mary, tréng em hét nhw
ntr cong twdc hay ba twde hay gi gi day.”

“Di€u do chéng dang gi dau. Em da nhin thd’y cac nir ba twdc giong hét
nhw cdc ba mic quan 4o cli mem!”

“A, em hi€u diéu anh mudn néi roi do.”



Mot bong nguwoi oai vé nghiém trang, méc bd vdy do reom ra mau den
x0ng t&i chd hai ngwdi. B ném cdi nhin sic nhrr dao vé phia ho. Ted budc
dat sang mot bén, anh no6i: “Xin chao ba Bishop.”

Ba Bishop lich thi€p nghiéng minh: “Xin chao, Ted Bigland. Xin chao,
Mary.”

R61 ba di qua, ao ao nhu con tau dang cang budm. Ted nhin theo kinh
can.

“Ba ta giong hét mot ba cong twdc!” Mary 1am bam.

“Pung, ba ta ra dang 1dm. Lam cho anh luén cdm tha’y c4u tiét.”

“Ba &y khong thich em.” Mary tt t6n ndi.

“Em chi v& van, em a.”

“Puing ma anh. Ba &y khong thich em. Ba &y luon gay git véi em.”

“La ghen ti, th¢" thoi,” Ted gat gu ra vé khdn ngoan.

“Em nghi ¢6 th€ nhw vay...” Mary ngo’ hoac ndéi.

“Ping la nhw the’, 1a vi thé” d6 ma. Ba ta lam quan gia & Hunterbury tw
bdy lau nay, quyén hanh trong tay va chi huy moi nguoi, bay gio ba
Welman lai yéu quy em, th&"1a ba 2y bi ra ria! The tho6i.”

Mot thoang phién mudn hi€n I€n trén vang tran Mary: “Em théat ngdc
nghé&ch, nhung em khong chju noi khi cé ai d6 khong wa minh. Em mudn
moi ngwoi déu yéu mén em.”

“La dan ba thi chic chin khong thich em r6i, Mary! Lii méo cdi ghen
tuong khi thd'y em qua xinh dep!”

“Théi ghen tudng that 1a kinh khing.” Mary ndi.

Ted cham rai: “Cé th€ nhw vy —nhwrng né védn xdy ra. Tuan tredc anh

c6 xem mot bo phim rat hay & Alledore. C6 Clark Gable dong. Phim k& vé



mot Ong triéu phd bd bé vo' minh; ba vg sau d6 gia vor choi tro dng dn cha
ba an nem. R'61 lai c6 mdt ga khac...”

Mary dg'm bude. C6 néi: “Xin 16i Ted, em phai di. Mudn r6i.”

“Em di dau?”

“Em dé&n dung tra v&i ¢6 y td Hopkins.”

Ted nhan mat.

“S¢ thich ky cuc! Cai ba &y noi ti€ng ngdi 1€ déi mach nha't lang.
Chuyén gi cling chd mii vao ca.”

“Co0 &y bao gio cling rd't ti t& voi em.” Mary ndi.

“0, anh khong néi 12 ba ta ¢6 y 1am hai ai cd. Nhung ba ta bép xép 18m.”

Mary néi: “Tam biét anh, Ted.”

Co6 hap tAp bd di, d€ lai chang trai ding nhin chdm chim theo c6 mot

céach phéan nd.

Y ta Hopkins s6ng trong mdt can nha tranh nhd & cudi lang. Ba ta vwa vEé
dén nha va dang thdo day mi thi Mary budc vao.

“A, chdu d6 ha? C6 vé hoi mudn mot chit. Ba cu Caldecott tré bénh. Co
bi tré vi dén lwot thay quan 4o cho ba Ay. C6 trong thay chdu v&i Ted
Bigland & cudi dwong.”

Mary dép giong hoi chan nan: “Vang...”

Y td Hopkins ngwde nhin 1én trong lic dang khom minh bat bép ga dun
&m nuwdc. Ba ta chun cdi mii dai cia minh: “Ciu ta c¢6 néi chuyén gi dic
biét v&i chau khong, chau than yéu?”

“Khong a. Anh &y chi rd chdu di xem chi€u bong.”



“Co bi€t ma,” Hopkins vut noi. “A, ta't nhi€n, cu 'y 1a mdt thanh nién
dién trai va lam viéc & ga ra xe khong t£6i 14m, con bd ciu ta 1a mdt trong
nhtrng nong dan gidi nha't ving nay. Tuy vay theo c6 thi chau sinh ra khong
phai 1a d€ lam vg Ted dau. Chau dwoc hoc hanh nhiéu thé” ma! Néu c¢6 la
chau thi co s€ theo hoc ngh€ mat xa khi c6 dip. Chau sé dwoe di day di do
va gdp g& nhiéu ngwdi; ma thoi gian it nhiéu gi van 1a cia chdu.”

“Chau s€ suy nghi.” Mary néi. “Hom no ba Welman c¢6 néi chuyén véi
chdu. Ba ra't t t& v&i chau ding nhw ¢ da néi. Ba khdong mudn chau di xa
ngay bay gic. Ba bdo ba nhé chdu. Nhung ba bio chdu ding lo 1ing vé
teong lai, ba s€ gidp do’ chdu.”

Hopkins td v& ngd vire: “Hy vong ba Ay s& ghi chuyén nay ra gidy trang
muc den! MAy ngudi bénh thwong ky cuc 1dm.”

“C6 ¢6 nghi 1a ba Bishop thuwc sy ghét chau khong—hay chi la do chau
teong teong?” Mary hoi.

Y t4 Hopkins cin nhéc gidy 1au.

“Phai néi rang mit ba ta khé dim dim. Ba &y khong thich nhin tha’y bon
tré vui vé hodc dwoc hudng bat cir diéu gi. C6 the€ ba &y nghi phu nhan
Welman yéu quy chau qua mirc nén khdng hai long.”

R'6i ba cwoi vui vé.

“Né€u co la chau thi co chaamg viéc gi phdi lo 14ng, Mary a. M& bao gidy

nay di, c6 cap banh ran ¢ trong &y daYy.”



CHUONG 3

bém qua Co cua c6 b dot quy ldn hai Trwoc mdt khong qud lo ngai

nhung dé nghi c6 vé néu dwoc Lord.

Vwra nhan dwgc dién tin 1a Elinor goi day néi ngay cho Roddy, va gio’ day
ho dang cung dap tau hoa vé Hunterbury.

Tw tuan I€ sau T4n vé thdm trwdc, Elinor khong thwong xuyén gip
Roddy. Trong hai dip ngén ngti gip nhau, gitra ho di c6 chit gwong gao ky
qudc. Roddy gii hoa cho nang—mdt bé hoa h'ong canh dai that to. B6 1a
diéu ba't thwong vé phia chang. Khi dn t6i cung nhau, chang lai td ra an can
chu ddo hon moi ngay, hdi han nang vé s¢ thich am thyc, gitp nang mac va
c&1 4o choang mot céch cén than khdc thweong. Nhw th€ chang dang dién vai
mot vi hon phu tan tyy, Elinor nght...

R'6i nang lai ty nhd: ‘Duwng ngd'c nghéch thé”. Pau c6 gi 1a sai, chi tai mi
twdng tweong do thdi! Mi clr nghi toan chuyén ich ky xau xa.’

Céach nang ddi x& v&i chang da c6 chiit ho hirng va xa cach hon thwong
nhat. Gior dy trong tinh th& khah cAp bat ngo’, vé mién cwdng bién mat va
hai ngwoi tro chuyén véi nhau kha ty nhién.

“T6i nghiép ba cd gia than yéu, an tred'c chiing minh vé tham, C6 con
khoe thé’ ma!” Roddy néi.

“Em lo cho C6 kinh khing.” Elinor néi. “Em hi€u C6 ghét bénh tat thé’



ndo, by gio' C6 bj liét nhidu hon thi chic Cd cang ghé t&m né! Roddy a,
con nguwoi ta ¢an phai dwoc gidi thoat—néu ban than ho thwc sy mudn
vay.”

“Anh d6ng y d6 la diéu van minh nha't ¢an lam. Ngwoi ta thwong gidp
con vit cham ditt con dau cta né. Anh cho ring ngwdi ta khong lam diéu
d6 v&i con ngwoi don gidn 1a vi con ngwoi ¢ the bi than thich ciia minh
cho ‘Ién dwong’ vi van @€ tai san, ngay ca khi ho khong hé dau 6m thuc
su.”

Elinor tw ly: “Diéu d6 tdt nhién phai nho vao tay bac si chi.”

“Béc si thi cling ¢6 loai lwra dao vay!”

“Nhung ngwoi nhw bac si Lord thi ¢6 th€ tin twdng anh a.”

“Phai, trong anh ta kha trung thwc. Mot anh chang ti t&.” Roddy lo’ dang

noi.

Béc st Lord nghiéng nguwoi xudng givong, y td O’Brien lang xang sau lwng
anh. Anh nhiu may c6” hi€u nhitng am thanh phéu phao thdt ra tor miéng
bénh nhan.

“Vang, vang. Nao, xin ba dueng qua kich dong,” anh ndi. “Con khdi thoi
gian ma. Ba chi can khé nha’c tay phai nay 1én n€u ba muén néi Co. Co
diéu gi 1am ba lo ling w?”

Anh nhan dwoec tin hiéu xac nhéan.

“C6 chuyén cap bach a? Vang. Ba mu6én nguoi khac lam chuyén gi?
Goi ai toi a? C6 Carlisle? Hay 6ng Welman? Ho dang trén dwong vé day.”

Ba Welman lai c¢& 14p bap. Bac si Lord chiim chi nghe.



“Ba mudn ho vé day, khong phai vay a? La mot nguoi khac? Mot nguoi
ho hang? Khong phai? Hay viéc kinh doanh? T6i hiéu roi, chuyén tai san
phéi khong? Goi ludt sw? Ping khong nao? Ba mudn gdp ludt sw cia minh
a? Mudn dan do gi 6ng &y phai khong?

“Nao, nao—dwoc roi. Ba binh tinh di. Con khdi thoi gian ma. Ba vwa
n6i gi—Elinor a?” Anh chdp dwgc mot cai tén phat am méo mod. “Co Ay
biet luat sw ndo? Va co Ay sé sip x&p v&i ong ta? Tot. Khodng nira tiéng
ntra ¢6 &y s€ vé d&n noi. Toi s€ ndi v&i ¢6 'y diéu ba mudn, va tdi s€ cling
di v&i cd &y gidi quyét ngay 1ap tirc. Bay gior xin ba ding lo 1dng gi nira, cr
giao cd cho toi. Toi s& sip x&p moi viec ding theo y ba.”

Anh ding mot Idc chd ba bot cing thing, roi ling 18 bude ra phia dau
cau thang. Y td O’Brien theo sau anh. Vua ldc y td Hopkins budc 1én Tu.
Anh git dau chao ba ta.

“Chao béc si,” ba ta hon hén n6i.

“Chao bay ta.”

Anh cling hai ngwoi budc vao phong O’Brien ¢ canh bén va dan do ho.
Y ta Hopkins sé & lai d&m va trec chung v&i y ta O’Brien.

“Ngay mai, toi s& phdi tim thém mot y ta trirc nira. Réc rdi 12 Stamford
dang bung phat bénh bach hdu. Nha diéu dwong & d6 thi€u nguoi tram
trong.”

Sau khi dwa ra cdc chi din va dwoc 1ing nghe v&i vé chiim chi @y cung
kinh (doi khi khi€n anh thay budn cuwoi), bac s Lord xudng tang dwdi sin
sang don ngwoi chdu gdi va chdu trai ma theo d6ng h'd cua anh, tir gio’ nay
s€ dén ba't ctr ldc nao.

O dai sanh, anh gip Mary Gerrard. Mit tdi nhot ddy lo au, ¢d hoi: “Ba

cO kha hon khong a?”



“T6i ¢6 thé’ bao dam dém nay ba sé binh yén—b6 1a ta't ca nhirng gi toi
c6 th€'lam dwoc.”

“That tan nhAn—that qud ba't cong— " Mary néi dirt quang.

Anh gat du o vé dong cam: “Phai, doi khi 1a the". Tdi tin raing—" Anh
do6t nhién ngung lai.

“Xe dén r'oéi kia.”

Anh budce ra dai sanh. Mary chay 1én Tau.

Vira budc vao phong khach 13 Elinor da kéu 1én: “Cd toi ¢ t& 1dm
khong?”

Con Roddy thi c6 vé nhot nhat va lo so.

Vién béc si nghiém nghi néi: “T6i e rang s& khd sdc cho hai vi. Ba Ay da
bi li€t nang. Hau nhu khong con nghe dwoc ba noi gi. Ma nay, ba 8y dang
thuc su lo léng veé chuyén gi d6. C6 viéc can moi luat sw. C6 ¢ biét 1a ai
khong, co Carlisle?”

b

“La ong Seddon, & quang trwong Bloomsbury.” Elinor ddp ngay.
“Nhung vao gio ndy budi chiéu chic 6ng Ay khong c6 & d6, ma tdi thi
khong bi€t dia chi nha 6ng aYy.”

Béc si Lord tran an: “Ngay mai van con thwra thoi gian. Nhung t0i dang
lo 14ng 1am sao cho tAm tri bA Welman dwoc 6n dinh cang sém cang tdt.
N&u bay gior ¢6 1én Tau vai toi, cd Carlisle, t6i nghi ching ta s€ ¢6 the cling
nhau trdn an ba ay.”

“Tat nhién, toi s€ 1én ngay 14p tirc.”

“Ong khong mudn tdi 1én 427 Roddy phan khéi hi.

Chang cam thdy hoi xau ho, nhwng chang rd't s¢ phai 1€n phong bénh,

nhin thdy c6 Laura nam do6, vwra liét vira cam.



Bac si Lord lién tran an chang: “Khong can dau 6ng Welman. T6t hon
la khong nén ¢ qua nhiéu ngwoi trong phong bénh.”

Roddy nhe nhom th&y ro.

Béc si Lord va Elinor 1én T4u. Y td O’Brien dang & bén nguoi bénh.

Laura Welman géan nhw bat tinh, ba thé r6ng mét cach ning n€. Elinor
bang hoang ding nhin khuén mat rim ré dau don.

BAat chot mi méit phdi ba Welman khé lay r6i hé mé. Mit ba hoi d6i
khac khi nhan ra Elinor.

Ba cd ging noi.

“Elinor...” Tt Ay han 1a vd nghia v&i bat ¢t ai khong dodn dwoc ba
mudn noi gi.

Elinor voi ddp: “Chdu day, cd Laura. C6 c6 diéu gi lo 1ing phai khong a?
C6 mudn chau moi 6ng Seddon dén a?”

Lai chudi 4m thanh khan khan ntra. Elinor do4n nghia, nang néi: “Mary
Gerrard phai khong?”

Ban tay phai run run ctt dong ra hiéu dong y. R6i mdt chudi phéu phao
phét ra tir d6i méi ngwdi bénh. Béc si Lord va Elinor cau may bat lyc. Am
thanh dwoee 1ap di 1ap lai. R'6i Elinor chép dwoc mot tir.

“Piéu khodn a7 C6 mudn di chic cua minh ¢6 mdt di€u khoan vé co ay
phai khong? C6 mudn c6 &y c6 mot it tai san phai khong? Chau hi€u r'oi, c6
Laura yéu quy. Viéc nay don gidn 1dm. Ngay mai 6ng Seddon s& dén va
moi viéc s€ duoc thu x€p theo ding y ¢o.”

Nguwoi bénh ¢6 vé nhe nhdm. Céi nhin dau dén phai dan trong d6i mét
day vé khan cau. Elinor cam I8y tay ba va cam nhan nhirng ngén tay dang

nhe nhe si€t tay minh.



Ba Welman c& hét stee thot 1én: “Chdu—moi viéc—chdu...”
“Véng, vang, ¢6 clr giao moi viéc cho chdau. Moi viéc ¢6 mudn, chdu sé
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thwe hi€n day dua!” Elinor néi.

Nang lai cadm thdy nhirng ngdn tay si€t nhe tay minh, r'éi lai buéng loi.
Mi mét ngudi bénh sup xudng va khép lai.

Béc si Lord dat tay 1€n khuyu tay Elinor va nhe nhang diu nang ra khéi
phong. Y td O’Brien tré vé chd ng'6i bén canh giwong.

O dau cau thang bén ngoai, Mary Gerrard dang néi chuyén voi y ta
Hopkins. C6 xong vao phong.

“Oi, béc si Lord, lam on cho chdu vao v&i ba dwgc khong?”

Anh gat dau.

“Nhung phai gitr im ldng hoan toan va ding qua’y ray ba &y nhé.”

Mary bude vao phong bénh.

Bac st Lord néi: “Tau d&n mudén. C6—"" Anh dung lai.

Elinor da ngodi dau nhin theo Mary. Bat chgt ¢6 hi€u ra sy im ldng dot
ngdt clia anh. C6 quay lai phia anh vé do hdi. Anh dang nhin c¢d dim dim,
cai nhin day thang th6t. P6i ma Elinor rng h'ong.

“Xin ong thir 161, 6ng vira néi gi a?” CO6 vOi vang hoi.

Peter Lord cham rai dap: “Toi dang néi gi a? T6i khong nhé nira thwa ¢6
Carlisle. Co that tuyét!” Giong anh n'ong nhiét. “C6 hi€u nhanh chéng, c6
bi€t tran an, di€u gi co cling lam dworc.”

Co ti€ng y ta Hopkins khit mui khe khé.

“To1 nghi€p CO6 than yéu.” Elinor n6i. “Nhin thdy co t61 nhw the’, to1 dau
long qua.”

“Tat nhi€n. Nhung cd6 da khong boc 16 dieu do. Hin 6 phai hét sirc



kiém ché’”

Elinor mim chat moi: “T6i da hoc dwoc cach—khong bde 16 cam xic
ctia minh.”

“Tuy vay doi khi chi€c mat na cling ro1 xuéng.” Vién bac si cham chim
noi.

Y t4 Hopkins h&i ha budc vao phong tim. Elinor nhwdn d6i may thanh
manh tron mét nhin anh: “M3t na w?”

“Xét cho cung, gwong mat ngwoi chi la chi€c mat na khong hon khong
kém.” B4c si Lord néi.

“Va ding sau n6?”

“Ping sau n6 12 ngudi dan dng hay ngwdi phu nit ban so'.”

Niang quay ngoit ngwdi di xudng au. Peter Lord theo sau, ling ting va
hét strc nghi€m nghi.

Roddy budc ra dai sanh giip ho. Chang lo 1ing hdi: “Sao roi em?”

“To1 nghi€p CO6 than yéu. Trong tha'y Co, em budn qua Roddy a... L& ra
em khong nén bd ra ngoai cho d€n khi—dén khi nao C6 hoéi vE€ anh kia.”

“Vay C6 c6 mudn diéu gi—dac biét khong?” Roddy héi.

Peter Lord bao Elinor: “T6i phai vé day. Nhat thoi toi khong the lam gi
hon ntra. Sdng mai t6i s€ d&€n thim sdm. Xin chao, cd Carlisle. C6 dung—
dung qua lo au nhé.”

Anh nim 147 tay nang h'6i 1au. Anh c6 157 siét tay khién nguwdi khdc cadm
thd’y yén tam va dwoe an Gi. Anh nhin nang mot cach la ling nhw th€ —nhw

the anh thwong hai nang, Elinor nghi.
Khi canh ctra sdp lai sau leng vién bac si, Roddy ldp lai cau héi. Elinor

dap: “Co6 Laura lo lang v€ mot s6 viéc. Em tim cach lam C6 yén long va



bdo chic chin sdng mai 6ng Seddon s& d&n. Tredc hét ching ta phai goi
dién cho 6ng Seddon cai da.”

“C0 ¢6 mudn lam di chic méi khdong em?” Roddy hai.

Elinor ddp: “Co6 khong néi1 the.”

“Vay C6—?” Chang ngung gitra chirng cau hoi.

Mary Gerrard dang chay xuéng cau thang. Co bang qua dai sanh va
khud't dang sau cdnh ctra dAn vao khu nha bé&p. Elinor hoi coc 16¢: “Sao?
Anh mu6n héi gi?”

“Anh—gi a? “Roddy lor dang trd 1oi. “Anh quén mat 1a chuyén gi r6i.”

Chang chdm chim ngé vé phia cdnh ctta noi Mary Gerrard vira chay
qua.

Elinor nim chit ban tay. Nang cam thAy nhitng méng dai sic nhon dam
vao long ban tay minh. Nang nghi: ‘Minh khong chiu dyng noi—khong
chiu noi... Khong phdi minh twdng twong... La that... Roddy —Roddy, toi
khong th¢mat anh...” R6i nang nghi: ‘Con nguoi 8y —0ng bac si &y —odng
ta nhin thdy gi trén mdt minh lic & trén lau? Ong ta da thay gi d6... Oi
Chiia o1, liic nay minh cdm nhdn cudc doi sao ma khiing khiép. Con ngoc
kia, may noi gi di chie. C6’'ma tinh tri lai nao!’

Nang néi to, giong diém tinh: “Em chuwa tha’y d6i bung 1dm Roddy a. Em
s€ ng6i lai voi cd Laura, con hai y ta c6 theé xudng nha.”

“Thé& ho diing com v&i anh a?” Roddy hdt hoang.

“Ho chfmg an thit anh dau!” Elinor lanh lung néi.

“Thé& con em thi sao, cling phai dn chit gi chitr? Sao chiing ta khong
dung btra tred'c va d€ ho xuéng nha sau?”

“Khong, theo céach kia thi t6t hon.” Nang vu vo thém vao. “Anh bi€t



khong, ho hay tw 4i 1dm!”
Nang nghi: ‘Minh khong thé’ ngoi dn chung voi anh ta—chi hai nguwoi—
néi chuyén—xir sw nhie thwong ngay...” Roi nang néng nay tiép: “Oi, anh

de€ em sap x&€p cong viéc theo cach riéng ciia em ma!”



CHUONG 4

Sang hdm sau, khong phai 1a ngwoi hau danh thiee Elinor ma dich than ba
Bishop. Sot soat trong bd d6 den 16i thoi, ba ta khéc 16¢ khong ngwong
ngung.

“Oi, co Elinor o1, ba di roi...”

“Cai gi?” Elinor ng6i bat day trén giwvong.

“Ba Welman, ngwoi ¢6 than thwong cta cd. Ba chi kinh mén cia toi. Ba
da qua doi trong gid'c nga.”

“Co6 Laura? Ch€t roi sao?”

Elinor nhin chong choc, nhw the’ khdng sao ti€p nhan tin nay.

Ba Bishop cang gao khoc.

“Clr nghi ma xem, sau ngan 4y nam!” Ba ntc nd. “T6i da & ddy muwoi
tdm nam, nhwng c& nhw sy that khong phai vay...”

Elinor chdm rai néi: “Vay la cd Laura da ra di trong gid’c nga—hoan
toan thanh than... That 1a on phwdc cho Co!”

Ba Bishop khoc to.

“Sao lai bdt ngor d€n th& chir! Bac si con ndi sang nay s€ ghé tham va
moi viéc van nhw thweong 1& ma.”

Elinor hoi x&ng giong: “Ch:flng cé gi bdt ngo ca. Du sao cd tdi cling da
bénh mot thoi gian roi. Téi con ta on vi C6 khong phai chju hanh xdc 1au

hon ntra.”



Ba Bishop nwdc mit dam dia d4p riang ding 12 phai ta on vé viéc nay.
R61 ba ta n6i thém: “Ai s€ bao cho dng Roderick day a?”

“Pe’t6i.” Elinor dap.

Nang khoac vdi 4o choang roi sang phong chang gd cta. “Vao di”,
chang Ién ti€ng.

Nang budc vao.

“C6 Laura mat roi Roddy a. Coé mat trong khi ngu.”

Roddy ng6i ddy trén giwong, thé dai.

“T6i nghiép c6 Laura than yé€u! Phdi néi 1a anh cdm on Chida. Anh
khong sao chiu noi khi nhin thay C6 kéo dai tinh trang nhw ngay hom qua.”

Elinor héi mot cich may méc: “Vay ra anh da gdap Co6 ma em khong
bi€t?”

Roddy hoi ngeong ngung gt dau.

“Elinor a, that tinh anh cdm tha’y minh la ké nhat gan t6i t€ nhat, anh da
lan tranh vi s¢ hai! T61 qua anh c6 vao em a. Lic &y ba y ta, cdi ba to béo,
roi phong lam gi d6—hinh nhw mang tdi chwom nwéc néng xudng lu thi
phdi—th€& 1a anh 1én vao. T4t nhién C6 khong bié€t c6 anh trong phong. Anh
chi dirng nhin C6 chit x{u. Sau d6, anh nghe ti€ng chan ba Gamp* ram rap
1&€n cau thang nén anh chu'on ra ngoai. Nhung qua 1a—khiung khi€p!”

“Phai, that kinh khung.” Elinor gat dau.

“Chéc hin Cb hét sitc cdm ghét tinh trang d6—cim ghét timg phut tirng
gidy!” Roddy ndi.

“Em hiéu.”

“That l1a ky di€u khi em va anh lu6n nghi gi6ng nhau vé moi viéc.”

“Vang, dung vay.” Elinor ha giong.



“Gidy phit nay ca hai ching ta d€u cung chung cam nghi: Tuyér doi ta

on trén vi Co da dworc hoan toan gidi thodt...I”

“Sao th& chi? Chi tim khong ra céi gi a?” Y td O’Brien hai.

Y t4 Hopkins, mat dé gay, dang luc 1oi chi€c cap nhd ma ba ta d€ & dai
sanh t67 hom trede. Ba cau nhau: “Byc minh qua. Sao toi lai lam cdi viéc
minh khong lwong tredre the nay chi!”

“Viéc gi vay?”

Hopkins tra 1o hoi kho hi€u: “La Eliza Rykin—cai ba bj u sarcoma* d6
ma. Mdi ngay ba &y phdi chich hai 1féu morphin—sang va tdi. T61 qua
tred'c khi dé€n day t6i da cho ba &y liéu cudi cung trong dng thudc cii, va
toi thé ring minh c6 6ng thudc méi d€ trong cip nay.”

“Chi tim lai xem. M@y 6ng thudc d6 nho xiu ma.”

Hopkins lyc 19i Tan chét @6 dac trong chi€c cap.

“Khong, khong c6 & day! Chic tdi d&€ né trong ti chén nha minh roi!
Viy ma toi nghi 12 tri nhé minh t6t 18m, ¢t chic mam minh d4 mang theo!”

“Trén dwong dén day, chi c6 d€ chi€c cap & noi nao khac khéng?”

“Ta’t nhién la khong!” Hopkins dap coc 16°¢.

“Chij a, th& thi khong viéc gi ch?” O’Brien héi.

“0, khong sao! Chd duy nha't tdi d€ chiéc cip 1a & gian dai sanh nay, ma
& day thi ai 1a%y cép lam gi co’ chit! C6 thé 1a t6i nhd TAm. Nhung chuyén
nay lam t6i byc minh, chi hi€u khong! Gio t6i phai vé nha tin cudi lang roéi
quay tré lai ntra.”

“Mong sao hom nay chi khdng qua mét méi sau ca trgc dém qua. Toi



nghiép 130 phu nhan, t6i khong nghi ba &y c6 thé qua khoi.”

“ff, toi cling the”. To61 ddm néi bdc s7 s€ ngac nhi€n cho ma xem!”

Y t4 O’Brien td vé it nhiéu khong tan thanh: “Ong &Yy bao gid cling day
hy vong vé nhirng ca bénh do minh diéu trj.”

Y td Hopkins vira chuah bj ra vé vira ddp: “Ai cha, 6ng 4y con tré, diu
cO nhiéu kinh nghi€m nhuw ching ta.”

Sau 1o tuyén b6 am dam &y, ba ta 1én dwong.

Béac si Lord nhdy nhom nguwoi 1én. Hang chdn may hung hung nhwdn cao
1én tan tran d&€n mirc 1an vao trong mai téc. Anh thang thd't hoi: “Vay la ba
ay chét roi—hu?”

“Vang, thwa bac si.”

Tw miéng y td O’Brien, moi tinh ti€t chi li chi chyc tudn ra, nhung vi
hi€u ky luat nghiém nhat nén chj ta nén cho.

“Ch€t ro1 sao?” Peter Lord tram ngam noi.

Anh suy nghi mét ldc r'oi danh giong: “Mang cho tdi mot it nwdre s6i.”

Y t4 O’Brien ngac nhién va boi rdi, nhung theo tinh than dao tao cia
bénh vién, viéc cua chi khong phai la hoi tai sao. N&u bac si ¢6 bao chi di
16t da cd sdu chi cling phai mdy méc da vang roi ngoan ngoan roi phong di

lo viéc 2.

Roderick Welman néi: “C6 phai 6ng dinh néi cd toéi qua doi khong dé’lai di

chiic—Co chwa tieng 13p di chic sao?”



Ong Seddon lau cip kinh deo mét r'éi dap: “Hinh nhw the"”

“That la lung!” Roddy néi.

“Khong qué la ling nhw 6ng nghi dau,” dng Seddon hing giong td y
khong tan thanh. “Chuyén thwong xdy ra hon la 6ng twdng. C6 mot chdt
mé tin di doan: Ai cling nghi minh con sdng lau, nhwng chinh viéc 1ap di
chiic lai 1am ho cdm tha’y minh sip chét d&n noi! That ky quic—nhung
ding la nhw thé?”

Roddy hoi: “C6 bao gior dng than tinh vach ra chd sai trdi ndy cho c6 t6i
tha’y khong?”

“Ra‘t theong xuyén.” Ong Seddon lanh ling dép.

“Vay c0 to1 n6i gi?”

“Thi van nhitng chuyén thudng 1&. Ring con khdi thoi gian! Ring ba
van chwa c¢6 y dinh chét! Ring ba con chua quyét dinh ngi ngil s& phan
chia tai sdn nhw thé nao!” Ong Seddon thé dai.

“Nhung chic chén sau I'4n dot quy du tién—?”

Ong Seddon 14c dau nguiy ngudy: “O khong, lic d6 tinh trang con t6i &
hon. Ba &y khong mudn nghe nhic d&n chuyén nay!”

“Ro 1a ra't ky quac phai khong?” Roddy bao.

Ong Seddon lai néi: “O khong dau. Puong nhién 13 bénh tit cang lam
cho ba &y dé byc doc cdu kinh hon.”

“Nhung c6 t61 mudn chét kia ma...” Elinor ling ting.

Ong Seddon vira néi vira lau kinh: “Ai da, thiea c6 Elinor thin mén, suy
nghi cia con ngwoi 1a mot co ché” hét sire la lung. Ba Welman c6 th€ da
nghi rdang minh mudn chét, nhung bén canh y nghi d6 lai song hanh mdt tia

hy vong rang minh c6 th& hoan toan h'6i phuc. T6i nghi, vi hy vong d6 ma



ba cam thady viéc 1ap di chic s€ giy xui xéo. Bung ra khong phai la ba ay
khong mudn lam di chic ma c Ian lta...”

“Ong c6 biét,” dng Seddon d6t nhién quay sang hau nhw néi riéng voi
Roddy, “ngwoi ta Tan Itra, lang tranh mot viéc dang ghét nhw thé nao khong
—vi€éc minh khong mu6n doi mat ay?”

Roddy dé mat 1am bam: “Vang, td6i—t6i—vang, di nhién roéi. Toi hi€u
ong mudn noi gi.”

“N6i cho ding thi ba Welman bao gio cling ¢ ¥ dinh 1am di chidc,” 6ng
Seddon ndéi, “nhung d€ dé€n mai lam thi t6t hon 1a hdm nay! Ba &y cu ty
nht 1a con nhiéu thoi gian.”

Elinor chadm rai néi: “P6 1a 1y do vi sao t67 hdom qua cd t6i hét stc lo
lang va hot hodng cho moi 6ng dén...”

“Chéc chin 1a vay!” Ong Seddon tra 151.

Roddy héi giong boi rdi: “Nhung gio’ thi thé nao day?”

“V€ tai san cua ba Welman a?” Vi luat sw ho khé. “Vi ba Welman qua
doi khong d€ lai di chiic nén toan bd tai san cda ba s€ thuéc vé nguoi than
thudc gan nhat—nghia la thudc vé cd Elinor Carlisle.”

“Toan bd thudc veé roi sao?” Elinor cham cham noi.

“Hoang gia s€ thu mot vai phan tram,” 6ng Seddon giai thich.

Ong ta di vao chi tiét. R6i két thic: “Truong hop nay khong cé viec by
thac hay chuyén giao tai san cho ai khac. Tién bac ctia ba Welman hoan
toan 1a do ba dinh doat theo y minh. Vi th€’, tdt ca sé dwoc chuyeén truc tiép
cho cd Carlisle. V& khoan thué thira k&* —A—tdi e rang s& khd ning, nhung
du sao sau khi ndp thu& xong van con lai khoi tai sdn ddng k€, dang dworc

dau tw ra't hiéu qua vao cac san chirng khoan manh.”



“Nhwng con Roderick—"" Elinor noi.

Ong Seddon hiing héng t& v& xin 15i: “Ong Welman chi 1a chdu chdng ba
Welman. Khong c6 quan hé huy€t thong.”

“Dung vay,” Roddy dap.

Elinor twr t6n néi: “Di nhién ai trong chdng td6i nhan gia tai, viéc Yy
khdng quan trong, vi chiing t6i sap k&t hon ma.”

Nhung nang khong h€ nhin Roddy.

“Dung vay!” bén lwot 6ng Seddon dép.

Ong n6i1 diéu 2y kha voi va.

“Nhung c6 dung la khong quan trong khong anh?” Elinor n6i gan nhw nai
Xin.

Ong Seddon di ra veé.

Guong mat Roddy rim ré day lo au. Chang néi: “Em phai c6 cdi gia tai
4y. Em nhén n6 la hoan toan ding. Elinor a, thé c6 troi dat, em dung 1on
vén trong dau y nghi la anh d6" ky véi em. Ank khdng cén cdi tai sdn chét
tiét ay!”

Elinor run run: “Roddy a, h'6i & London, chiing minh d4 nhat trf rang
viéc ai trong hai dra dwore thira k& khong quan trong la vi—vi chiing minh
sip k&t hon phdi khong anh...?” Chang khong trd 1oi. Nang lai kién tri:
“Anh khéng nhé minh da néi vdy sao Roddy?”

“C6 nho.”

Chang cidi gdm nhin xudng chan, mit tring béch rau ri, khée moi goi

cam han ro nét dau don.



Elinor bat chot ngang dau lén mdt cach uy nghi: “Khong ¢6 gi quan
trong —néu nhw chung ta k€t hon... Nhwng Roddy a, ching ta c6...7”

“Cé gi co’?”” Chang hoi.

“Chung ta c6 cwdi nhau khong?”

“Anh hi€u d6 1a van dé.” Giong chang tho' o 1an chit byc doc. R6i
chang néi ti€p: “Di nhién, Elinor a, néu gio ddy em lai ¢6 y khac...”

Elinor kéu Ién: “Roddy, anh thanh thdt mot chut c6 duwgrec khong?”

Chang cau may. R61 li nhi, ddy bo1 roi: “Anh cung khong bi€t viéc gi
Xay ra v&i minh ntra...”

“Em thi bi€t...” Elinor gan nhw ngat thé.

Chang vdi ndi: “Cé thé€ ding th€&. Suy cho cung, anh hoan toan khong
thich y nghi sdng nho vao tién cia vg...”

Elinor mit tring nhot: “Khong phai thé"... La chuyén khdc kia...” Nang
ngdp ngwng, r'oi ndi, “La—Mary, ding khong?”

Roddy kho s& 1am bam: “C6 1€ vdy. Ma sao em biét?”

Elinor ddp, miéng cwdi méo xéch: “Kho gi kia chit! Mbi I'4n anh nhin ¢
ta thi ai cling doc dworc diéu d6 trén mat anh...”

V¢ binh tinh cta chang chot bi€n mat: “Oi, Elinor, anh khong con biét
chuyén gi xay ra nta! Anh nghi minh dién ma't r6i! Céi ngay dau ti€n aYy,
khi anh gap c0 ta trong khu rong... chi nhin mét ¢d ta théi—thi moi thir—
moi thir déu dao 16n. Em khong hiéu dwoc dau...”

“Em hi€u chir. N6i tiép di.”

Roddy ba't lwc: “Anh khdong mudn phai long ¢ &y... Anh da hoan toan
hanh phiic bén em. Oi Elinor, anh that dang khinh bi khi néi v&i em chuyén
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nay...



“Bay nao! Ti€p tuc di. Cho em biét...”

Chang néi dit quang: “Em that tuyét voi... N6i chuyén voi em ludn
khi&n anh nhe nhém. Anh yéu em v6 cung Elinor! Em ¢an phai tin diéu do.
Con chuyén kia thi ¢t nhw 13 anh bj bd bua vay! Moi thit bdng dao 10n ca:
quan niém cua anh vé cudc sdng—viéc hwdng thu ctia anh—va moi diéu
hop 1y da duoc sip xép dau vao day...”

“Tinh yéu thi—khdng phai lic nao ciing hop 1y...” Elinor tw ton.

Roddy néi giong tham nao: “Khong...”

“Vay anh da néi gi v&i ¢6 ta chwa?” Elinor run giong hi.

“H'6i sang niy — Anh da mA't tri—hét nhw mot thang dién—"

“Vay u?”

“Tat nhién cd ay—c6 &y budc anh cAm miéng ngay 14p tirc! Co &y bi
soc. Vi co Laura va—viem—"

Elinor thdo chi€c nhin kim cwong ra khoi tay minh.

Nang né6i: ““T6t hon anh nén nhan lai n6, Roddy a.”

Chang nhan chiéc nhan, 1dm bam ma khong ddm nhin nang: “Elinor, em
khong th€ hieu anh thdy minh ch6é ma th& nao dau.”

“Anh c6 nghi ¢6 ta s€ két hon voi anh khong?” Elinor diém tinh hoi.

Chang lic dau: “Anh khong nghi vdy. Nhung khong—khong lau dau.
Gio thi cd &y chwa d€ y dé€n anh; nhung anh nghi biét dau cd &y sé quan
tam...”

“Em nghi anh c6 1y. Phai d€ c6 ta c6 thoi gian. Dung voi gap go ¢o ta,
roi sau d6—hay lam lai tw dau.”

“Elinor yéu quy! Em la ngwoi ban tdt nha't trén doi.” Chang ba't ngo

nang ban tay nang lén va hén. “Em bi€t khéng Elinor, anh yéu em—bao gio’



cling ra't yéu em! Con Mary d6i khi chi nhw mét gid’c mong. C6 the' r'oi anh
s€ tinh gid’c—va nhan ra khong c6 c6 &y & day...”

Elinor néi: “N&u khong c6 Mary & day...”

Roddy dot nhién xtdc dong: “Péi khi anh woc gi khong c6 ¢d &y... Em
va anh thudc vé nhau, Elinor. Chiing minh thudc vé nhau, phai khéng em?”

Nang cham cham cii dau. “O vang—chiing ta thudc vé nhau.” R'6i nang

nghi: ‘N&u nhw khong c6 Mary & day...’



CHUONG 5

Y ta Hopkins xuc dong néi: “Dam tang that hoanh trang!”

“Pung th€”. Bao nhiéu 1a hoa! Cé bao gio chi trong tha’y hoa dep nhw thé’
khong? Loa kén tring két hinh dan hac, hoa h'déng vang thi k&t hinh thdnh
gia. bep tuyét.”

Hopkins thé dai r'oi an chi€c banh ngot nhd phét bor. Hai ba y ta dang
ngoi trong quin ca phé Chim Sé Xanh. Hopkins ti€p tuc: “Co Carlisle la
ngurdi hdo phéng. Co Ay ting tdi mot mén qua xinh xin, di khdng ai bit cd
a'y phai lam thé&" ca.”

“Tinh cd &y rong rai that day.” Y td O’Brien sdi n0i hwdng rng. “Toi thi
chia ghét nguoi keo kiét.”

“Cha, c0 ta dwore hwdng mot gia tai kéch su day.”

“T6i tw hdi...” O’Brien bo Itrng cau noi.

“Gi co’?” Hopkins héi vé khich €.

“La that, sao 130 phu nhan lai khdng lam di chic nhi?”

“Th& méi tai hai,” Hopkins néi xdng. “Ai cling budc phai lam di chic
ca, n€u khong thi s€ sinh chuyén ray ra.”

“T6i tw hoi,” O’Brien ti€p, “n€u ba &y da lam di chic thi khdng bi€t ba
chia tai san ctia minh th& nao nhi?”

Y ta Hopkins dap: “T61 bi€t m¢r dieu.”

“Gi hd chi?”



“Ba &y s€ d€'lai mot khoan tién cho Mary —Mary Gerrard.”

“Phai, chinh xdc la th&.” O’Brien dong y. Chi ta xic dong néi ti€p.
“Pém hom &y chang phai toi da k& chi nghe tinh trang ctia phu nhan sao!
Ong biac si da phai ra stc tran an ba. C6 Elinor thi ndm tay ba va theé trude
Thurong d€ Toan nang rﬁng cd &y s€ moi ludt sw dé€n va moi viéc s€ dwoc
gidi quy€t thda dang.” R'6i dot nhi€n dau 6c giau twong teong ki€u Ireland
bdc 1én, y td O’Brien lién thoing. “Lio phu nhan ddng thwong néi: ‘Mary!
Mary!” Co Elinor bén hdi, ‘Cé phai C6 mudén nhic d&én Mary Gerrard
khong a?’, va ngay l4p tikc co Ay thé ring Mary sé dwoc hwdng quyén loi!”

Hopkins ntra tin nita ngo: “C6 ding vay khong?”

Y td O’Brien qua quy€t: “Chinh xdc ludn. T6i néi chi nghe nhé, chi
Hopkins: Theo y t6i, n€u ba Welman con s6ng d€’ lam di chic, c¢6 1€ moi
ngudi s& ngac nhién d6! Biét dau ba Ay lai ching d¢€ lai ting xu ctia minh

',’

cho Mary Gerrard
Y ta Hopkins n6i giong h'd nghi: “T61 khong nghi ba 8y sé lam the”. Toi
khong tan thanh viéc trao hét gia tai cho ngwoi khong mau mu rudt ra.”
“Madu mad rudt ra thi ciing tiy nguoi.” Y td O’Brien néi mot cach kho
hiéu.
Hopkins 14p t&ec phan tng: “Nay, chi néi vdy la cé y gi?”
“Toi chaalng phai hang ng'6i 1€ d6i mach!” O’Brien dinh dac néi. “Va toi
cling khong mudn bdi nho thanh danh ngwoi qua ¢6.”
Hopkins guc gic dau: “Ping. Téi dong y voi chi. Chuyén xdu cr im di
thi ngwoi ta quén ngay &y ma!”
Ba ta chAm ddy &'m tra. O’Brien hoi: “A, vé nha chi c¢6 tim thdy ong

morphin khong?”



Hopkins nhan mét: “Khong chi a. T61 cling b61 ro1 chfmg hi€u ra lam
sao, nhwng tdi nghi cé the’ 1a nhw thé nay chang: ¢o e t6i da d€' né trén b€ 10
stedi nhuw t6i van 1am mdi khi khéa ti chén, va biét dau n6 da roi xudng giod
dyng gid’y vun, sau d6 toi lai trit gid gid'y vao thuing rac trwede khi roi khoi
nha.” Ba ta ngung lai. “Chdc 12 nhuw viy, vi t6i khong thay c¢6 cich nao
khéic.”

“T6i hiéu,” O’Brien néi. “Chéc 12 th& chj a. Dwong nhw chj khong d€ cdi
cdp Ay & ba't cr noi nao khac—ma duy nha't chi & dai sanh Hunterbury —vi
vay toi nghi chic 1a ding nhw chi néi. N6 da roi vao thiing rac roi.”

“Ping vay,” y td Hopkins ham hé. “Pau con cach nao khac chi nhi?”

Ba an mot chi€c banh dwong mau h'ong roi néi ti€p, “Dwong nhw khong
phai la...” roi im bat.

O’Brien nhanh chong d6ng y—c6 th€'1a hoi qua nhanh nhau: “T6i ma la
chi thi t6i s€ khong lo nghi gi vE viéc &y nwra.”

“U', t6i s& khong lo nghi gi dau...”

Tré trung va nghiém nghij trong bd d6 mau den, Elinor ng6i trede chiéc
ban viét d6 sd trong thw phong ba Welman. Tried'c mat nang bay la liét cac
loai gidy to’ khac nhau. Nang vira gdp riéng tirng gia nhan va ba Bishop.
Gio dén lwgt Mary Gerrard bwdc vao va ngan ngw gidy lat & nguong cira.

“C6 mudn gap em a, thwa cd Elinor?” C6 hai.

Elinor ngwdee 1€n.

“Phai. Vao day va ng'6i xuéng di Mary.”

Mary bwdc vao va ng6i xuéng chiéc ghé&” Elinor chi. Ghé€” dat hoi quay



V€ huwdng ctra sO, va anh sang tw d6 roi vao gwong mat thi€u nr lam sang
1€n lan da min mang tuyét my va mai téc vang nhat cua cd.

Elinor dwa ban tay 1én che ho’ mét. Qua cac khe hé ngén tay, nang cé thé
nhin thdy khudén mat cua cd gai kia. Nang nghi: ‘Cé th€ nao cam ghét tot
cung mdt ngwoi ma khong d€'16 diéu d6 ra khong nhi?’

R'6i nang néi to, giong vui vé& va thanh thao: “T6i nghi ring em da biét
¢ toi ludn quan tAm nhidu d&n em va rat lo lang cho twong lai clia em,
Mary a.”

Mary khé d4p: “Vang, ba Welman bao gi¢ ciing tot v&i em 1dm.”

Elinor ti€p tuc twng 1o lanh lung roi rac: “T6i bi€t néu cd t6i ¢6 thoi
gian lam di chic, c6 1€ ba cling d€ lai vai khodan tai san thwa k& Vi c6 t6i
qua doii ma khong d€ lai di chic, viéc thwc hién y nguyén cta ba gio la
traich nhiém cua t6i. T6i da tham khao y ki€n 6ng Seddon, va theo loi
khuyén cua 6ng &y ching t6i da liét ké s& tién trgr cap cho gia nhan tuy
theo thoi gian phuc vu caa ho...” Nang ngung lai. “Riéng em, di nhién em
khong thudc loai 8y.”

Nang nira mudn ntra khong ring nhirng 15 18 4y c6 the 1am dau nguoi
kia, nhung grrong mit ma nang dang nhin vao khong hé ddi sic. Mary chip
nhan nhitng ciu chir 4y ding theo nghia den clia nd, va ti€p tuc 1dng nghe.

Elinor néi: “Mic dau cd t6i khdong th€ ndi ranh r€, nhwng vao budi toi
cudi cuing &y ba cling khi€n ngwoi khac hi€u minh mudn gi. Ba nha't quyét
mud6n ¢6 mot diéu khodn cho twong lai ctia em.”

Mary ldng 1€ ddp: “Ba that tot bung.”

Elinor néi coc 16¢: “Ngay khi tha tuc ching thyc di chic dwoc thong
qua, toi sé thu x&p d€ chuyén cho em hai ngan bang. Khoan tién ay la cua

em va em dwoc toan quyén st dung theo ¥ minh.”.



P6i md Mary tng h'ong: “Nhirng hai ngan bang co 42 Oi ¢6 t6t qué thwa
cO Elinor! Em chfmg bi€t néi sao ntra.”

“To6i khong tot dic biét dau, 1am on dirng néi the”.” Elinor dap xang.

“C0 khong biét viéc nay s€ lam doi em thay doi thé” nao dau.” Mary 1i
nhi, méit do bung.

“Thé thi to1 ra't vui,” Elinor dap.

Nang ngan ngw, quay di khong nhin Mary ma hudng vé bén kia phong,
roi geong gao hoi: “Em c6 k& hoach gi khong?”

“0, ¢6 chtr a.” Mary voi néi. “Em s€ hoc mot ngh€ nao do, cé the la
ngh€ mat xa. C6 Hopkins khuyén em the".”

“Nghe c6 vé hay da’y! Toi sé cd thu x&€p v&i 6ng Seddon d€ ting trudc
cho em mot khoan tién cang som cang t6t—néu c6 th€ dwore thi chi ngay
1ap tic.”

“Co t t& qua thwa cd Elinor.” Mary néi vé bi€t on.

Elinor dap cdc l6c: “Pay la nguyén vong cua c6 Laura.” Nang do dw, roi
noi ti€p, “Thoi nhé, xong roi day.”

L'4n nay thi cach dung loi xua duoi 16 rang da xuyén tha'u trdi tim nhay
cam cda Mary. Co ding 1én khé néi “Em cam on ¢6 rd't nhiéu, cd Elinor”,
va roi khdi phong.

Elinor ng'6i lidng thinh, nhin méng lung vé phia tredc. Gwong mat nang
hoan toan binh than nhwr khong lién quan d&n nhirng gi dién ra trong tAm tri

nang. Nhwng nang van ng'6i d6 im lim, that 14u. ..

Sau cung Elinor di tim Roddy. Nang tim th@y chang trong phong khich ban



ngay*, dang dam dam nhin ra cta s6. Khi Elinor bwdc vao, chang quay
phit lai.

“Em da lam xong moi viéc!” Nang néi. “Nam tram bang cho ba Bishop
—ba a4y da & ddy ngén 4y nadm. Mot tram cho ngwoi ndu bép, Milly vai
Olive mdi ngwdi ndm chuc. Con lai nhitng ngwdi khac mdi ngwdi ndm
bang. Hai mwoi 1am bang cho Stephens, d6i tredng lam vwon. TAt nhién
con Ong gia Gerrard & nha thwong trie nita. Em van chiwa cho ong ta gi ca.
That kho x& anh a. Em nghi phai tra lwong hwu cho 6ng ta, ding khong
anh?”

Nang ngdp ngung, roi néi ti€p kha voi vang: “Em sé chuyén hai ngan
bang cho Mary Gerrard. Anh nghi vy c6 ding y c6 Laura khong? Theo em
thi d6 1a khoan thich hop.”

Roddy néi ma khdng nhin nang: “Phai, hoan toan thich hogp. Em bao gio
cling phan doan hét sirc chinh xac, Elinor a.”

Chang quay di va lai nhin ra ctra s0O.

Elinor nén hoi thd mdt lic roi néi véi vé gap gdp cing thing, tr ngl
tudn ra chtr no xo chwr kia: “Con mdt chuyén nra: Em mudn—em dinh néi
—a, ding th&—anh phdi c6 phan riéng cia minh Roddy a.” Thay chang
quay lai gidn dir, nang voi va ti€p: “Pwng anh, nghe em nay Roddy. Pay chi
12 18 cong bang td1 thi€u! Tai san d6 1a cla chd anh d¢ lai cho vor minh—
dwong nhién chd &y ludn cho ring né sé& thudc vé anh. C6 Laura ciing c6 y
d6, em biét vay qua nhirng chuyén C6 néi v&i em. N&u em dwoce hwdng gia
san cua Co, thi anh cling phai dwgc phéan ctia Chii—nhw vy mdi ding. Em
—em khong chiu ndi khi nghi rang—chi vi ¢ Laura lang tranh viéc lam di
chiic ma em thanh ra cwdp doat clia anh. Anh phdi—anh phdi hi€u y nghia

ctia chuyén nay!”



Khuon mat dai nhay cdm ctia Roderick nhot nhw xac ché€t. Chang néi:
“Chda o1, em muon anh tir xem minh la d'6 ti tién xa'u xa dé6 sao Elinor? B§
em nghi anh ¢6 th€—c6 th€ cam dong tién do tw tay em a?”

“Em khong cho tai san d6 cho anh. Chi 1a—c6ng bang ma théi.”

“Anh chaalng can tién cua em!” Roddy quat.

“Nhwng dé dau phai la ctia em!”

“Vé mit phdp 1y n6 1a clia em, van d€ 1a & chd d6! Vi Chda, ching ta
dung d€ moi viéc tré nén tran trui nhw thé nay! Anh s€ khong ¢dm mot xu
nao ctia em ca. Pung lam ra cai vé ménh phu Bountiful* v¢i anh!”

“Roddy!” Elinor gao lén.

Chang vdi phéc tay: “Oi, tha 16i cho anh, Elinor thdn mé&n. Anh khong
bi€t minh dang ndéi gi nwra. Anh b6i 161 qud—anh hoan toan mat binh
tinh...”

“To1 nghiép Roddy...” Elinor nhe nhang noi.

Chang lai quay di va dwa tay nghich nim tua & blrc rém ctra s0. Giong
chang xa cach va doi khac: “Em c6 bi€t—Mary Gerrard dy dinh lam gi
khong?”

“Co @y sé hoc lam nhan vién mat xa, c6 &y ndi the.”

“Anh hi€u.”

Im ling. Elinor dirng théng do’ ngudi, dau ngahg cao.

Dot nhién giong nang c6 gi d6 thiic ép: “Roddy, em mudn anh ldng nghe
em cho ky.”

Chang hoi ngac nhién huwong vEé phia nang: “Pwoc thoi, Elinor.”

“Né&u c6 th€, em mudn anh lam theo loi khuyén ctia em.”

“Em dinh khuyén anh gi co’?”



Elinor binh than néi: “Anh khong bi rang budc gi dac biét phai khong?
Bao gio anh cling ¢6 th€ xin nghi viéc, ding khéng?”’

“O, ding vay.”

“Vay thi hay lam th& nay. Anh hay di dau d6 ra nwdc ngoai—trong vong
ba thing ch:flng han. Bi mot minh théi. Tim ban m&i va tham nhirng dia
diém m&i. Nao, ta hdy thing thin néi chuyén v&i nhau. Lic ndy day anh
nghi minh yéu Mary Gerrard. C6 th€ l1a anh yéu thit. Nhwng bay gio’ khong
phai 1a ldc ti€p cén cd A'y—anh hi€u r6 diéu d6 ma. Hon wde gitra ching ta
da dirt khodt hily bd. Gio’ thi anh hay xuad't ngoai nhw mdt nguoi ty do, roi
sau ba thang, anh hay quyét dinh nhw mo6t ngwoi khong bi rang budc. Anh
s& hiés minh—cé6 thuc sy yéu Mary Gerrard khong, hay chi 1a say ning
nha't thoi. VA néu anh chic chin ring minh thire sir yéu c6 Ay —liic d6 anh
hiy quay vé va néi véi co ta nhu thé, rang anh hoan toan chéc chin vé diéu
doé, va cé the'lic Ay co ta s€ nghe anh.”

Roddy lai gan nim 13y tay nang.

“Em thit tuyét voi, Elinor! Em rd't sang sudt va cwc ky khach quan!
Khong mot chit nhd nhen ti tién. Anh kham phuc em hon bao gio hét. Anh
s& lam ding nhw goi ¥ cia em. Ra di, cit dit véi moi chuyén—dé€ hiéu xem
minh thyc sy ‘méc bénh’, hay chi 1a chuyén dién r'6 khang khiép. Oi Elinor,
em khong hi€u anh thyc sy yéu mén em thé nao dau. Gio’ anh nhén ra em
that ngan Tan t& t& v&i anh. Cau chic em moi diéu t6t lanh, em yéu.”

Chang b6c dong hon voi 1én ma nang roi budc ra khdi phong.

Co 1€ chang ciing khong h€ ngodi dau lai d€ nhin thd'y gwong mat nang.

Vai ngay sau, Mary bdo cho y t4 Hopkins biét vé vién cadnh t&t dep ctia



minh va dwoc ba ta n'dng nhiét chic mung.

“Ch4u that may mén, Mary a,” ba néi. “Lao phu nhan c6 the c¢é ¥ tdt v&i
chau, nhung ¥ dinh do sé chéng di d&n dAu néu n6 khong rd rang gid'y tring
muc den! R4t ¢6 thé chdu ching dwoc nhan bat ct thi gi.”

“Co Elinor néi ring vio budi tdi trede khi ba Welman qua doi, ba c6
bao c6 &y lam diéu gi d6 cho chau.”

Y td Hopkins khit miii: “C6 thé ba &y da néi. Nhung c¢6 nhiéu ngwoi sau
d6 ctr quén ludn cho khée. Ho hang than thich 1a vay d6. C6 da ching kién
vai [an roi nén ¢6 mdi néi v&i chdu nhwe vay! Ngwoi hdp hdi thwong nght
ring c6 th€ giao cho con cdi thyc hién y nguyén cia minh. Nhung mudi
treong hop thi d€n chin, cac con than yéu tim di moi ly 1€ hay ho d€ khong
lam gi ca. Ban chat con nguoi 1a the, khong ai dai gi cho di tai san néu ho
khong bi cwong birc vé mat phap 1y! Mary a, phai néi 1a chdu gap may da'y.
So v&i thién ha thi ¢6 Carlisle 1a ngwoi trung thwe hon nhiéu.”

Mary cham rai néi: “Th& ma—khong hi€u sao—chau cam thdy co &y
khong wa chédu.”

“Theo ¢ thi ¢6 1y do chinh déng dé chwe,” Hopkins huych toet. “Thoi,
dirng c¢6 vor ngay tho vo tdi nita Mary! Gan day 6ng Roderick d& mét dén
chau ma.”

Mary dé bung mat.

“CoO thdy 6ng ta say chdu d& dw roi. Vira gdp mot cai dd mé tit tho 10.
Con chau thi sao, chau gdi? C6 chiit cam tinh gi v&i 6ng ta khong?”

“Chau—chdu khéng biét ntra.” Mary ngdp ngwng. “Chau khoéng nghi
vay. Nhwng, di nhién 1a ciu &y la nguoi ti t&cd a.”

“Hwm, 0ng ta khong phai loai ngwoi cd thich! Ngwoi dau ma ki€u cach,



mit miii thi khé ddm dim. An u6ng hinh nhw ciing cau ky 14m. Mary a, khi
moi sy dang tOt dep theé nay thi dan ong chealng 12 c4i gi to tat Iim dau. Vay
nén chdu dwng qua voi vang. V&i ngoai hinh cia minh, chdu cé da diéu
kién d€ chon lya va quyét dinh. Hom no c¢d O’Brien con bdo c6 rang chdu
nén di déng phim. Nghe néi ngudi ta thich con gdi téc vang hoe 1dm day.”

Mary khé cau may lam nhan trdn: “Theo c¢6 chau nén lam gi v&i bd
chau? B6 nghi chau phai cho 6ng mdt phian s tién do6.”

“Pwng lam thé nhé,” Hopkins tirc gidn ndi. “Ba Welman khong hé cé y
danh s6 ti€n &y cho 6ng ta. Theo c6, n€u khong phai vi chéau thi 6ng &y da
bi mat viéc ti nhiéu ndm nay roi. Ngwdi ddu ma biéng nhdc, chdng mudn
dong tay chan!”

“That la khi 130 phu nhan c6 ca gia san nhw th&” ma lai khong lam di chiic
cho biét gidi quy€t no ra sao.”

“Cé6 th& chdu ngac nhién, nhung thién ha thwong 1a theé.” Hopkins lic
dau. “Bao gio ciing an ltra.”

“Chau thay chuyén &y that ngd ngan.” Mary noi.

Y t4 Hopkins kh& nhdy mét: “Vay chau c6 lam di chic khong Mary?”

“O khong cd a.” Mary chdm chim nhin ba ta.

“Gio chdu da hon hai mwoi mé't tudi r'oi.”

“Nhwng chdu—chau c6 gi d€’'lai dau—it nha't hién nay la vay.”

Hopkins néi xing: “C6 chir. Mot khodn kha kha nira la khac.”

“A vang, ciing chflng voi gi...”

“Chau lai th& r'6i,” Hopkins lanh lung bao. “Ciing hét nhv moi nguwoi, clir
nghi minh con tré khde thi khéng 1y gi minh s€ bi tau dam xe chet ba't ctr

lic nao trén dwong phd’.”



Mary bat cwoi: “Tham chi chau con khong biét 1am di chiic thé nao nira
kia.”

“Dé thoi. Ch4u c6 th€ mua to khai miu & buu dién. Nao, ching ta di
ngay di.”

Tai nha y t4 Hopkins, ho trdi to khai miu ra va ban chuyén quan trong
ay. Y td Hopkins thich thd ra madt. Ba ta bao theo y minh thi di chic Ia
chuyén cén thiét nha't sau cdi chét ctia mot nguoi.

Mary hdi: “N€u chdu khong lam di chic thi ai s€ dworec nhén s tién
kia?”

Hopkins hoi lwong Iy ddp: “La bd chdu, ¢6 nghi the”.”

Mary gay git: “Ong 4y s& khong dwoc né dau. Chdu tha d€ lai cho di
chdu & New Zealand con hon.”

Hopkins vui vé néi: “Du sao thi d€ lai tai san cho b6 chau ciling cheatng
ich gi—odng dy c6 con sdng bao lau nira dau, phai n6i the”.”

Mary da nghe ba y ta Hopkins néi diéu nay qua thwong xuyén dén mirc
co chaamg h€ bi tac dong.

“Chau khéng nh& dia chi cta di chau. Pa lau r'di nha chau khong ¢6 tin
tirc di 8y.”

“Co0 nghi chuyén d6 khong quan trong,” Hopkins n6i. “Chéu c6 bi€t tén
thanh cta ba &y khong?”

“La Mary. Mary Riley.”

“Puwec r'oi, hdy ghi vao la chau d€ lai moi thir cho Mary Riley, em gai
cua Eliza Gerrard qua c& & Hunterbury, Maidensford.”

Mary cidi xudng miu don va vi€t. D&€n dong cudi ciing, ¢d ba't chot riing

minh. M&t cdi bong dng gitra ¢6 va anh mat troii. CO ngang 1én va trong



thay Elinor Carlisle dirng ngoai ctra s& nhin vao.

“Co lam gi ma ban bju thé?” Elinor hoi.

Y ta Hopkins vira cwoi vira néi: “N6 viét di chic cho minh, dang 1am
day coa.”

“Lam di chidc a?” Elinor d6t nhién phd 1én cwoi—giong cuwoi khac
thwong—géan nhw cudng loan. Nang néi: “Vay ra cd dang lam di chic hé
Mary? Thdt budn cwoi. Buon cwoi hét ché ndi...”

Nang cwoi to roi quay lwng rdo bude doc theo con dwong.

Y t4 Hopkins tr& mét nhin theo.

“Chau da tha’y thé bao gior chwa? Chuyén gi xay ra voi ¢ ta thé nhi?”

Elinor di chwa dwoc mwoi bwdc—van cwdi vang —thi mot ban tay tir phia
sau dit nhe 1én cdnh tay nang. Nang dirng budc va quay phét lai.

Béc si Lord cau may nhin nang. Anh héi thzamg: “Co dang cuoi céi gi
vay?”

“To1 cling chéng bi€t nwra, that da'y,” nang dap.

“Ping 1a mot cu tra loi kha ngo ngan!”

Elinor d mit. Nang néi: “Tdi nghi rang minh bj kich dong—dai d€ th¢'.
To61 nhin vao nha ba y t4 Hat va—va thQy Mary Gerrard dang vi€t di chuc.
Dbiéu d6 khién toi bat cwori, toi cling chging hi€u vi sao!”

Lord néi coc 16¢: “Co khong hiéu a?”

“T6i that 16" bich—t6i da néi véi dng—tdi bi cang thaalng ma.”

“T6i s€ ghi toa thudc bd cho ¢6.”

“Htru ich bi€t bao!” Elinor ddp thau cdy.



Anh toét miéng croi dan hoa: “Dong y la ch:flng ich gi, nhwng d6 1a diéu
duy nhat ¢6 the lam khi ngwoi ta khong chiu néi cho minh nghe ¢6 chuyén
gi xay ra!”

“Tdi chéng c6 viée gi ca.”

“Ca dong viéc voi ¢o ay chir.”

“To1 hoi bi cang thzatng than kinh, c6 1€ thé€"...” Elinor noi.

“CoO cang thging nhi€u, t6i nghi vay. Nhwng d6 khong phai la diéu toi
dang n6i.” Anh ngdp ngung. “Co6 c6—c6 con & lai diy 1au khong?”

“Mai toi di roi.”

“C0 s€ khong—khong vé song & day sao?”

Elinor 1c dau. “Khong—khong bao gic. Téi nghi—tdi nghi—tdi s& ban
noi nay né€u tim degc ngwoi mua dwoe gia.”

Béc si Lord néi thing thimg: “Toi hiéu...”

“Bay gio tdi phai vé nha day.” Elinor noi.

Nang kién quyét chia tay ra. Peter Lord nim 14y tay nang, git chit roi
tha thiét néi: “Co Carlisle, xin cd vui long cho tdi rd ¢6 vira nghi gi ma
cwoi to thé?”

Nang 14p tic giat phét tay minh.

“Cai gi xay ra trong tri toi h?”

“P6 1a diéu toi mudn biét.” Mit anh trong nghiém nghi 14n chit budn
rau.

“Viéc d6 lam toi sing s6t dé€n budn cuwoi, ¢6 vay thoi!”

“Viéc Mary Gerrard lam di chic phai khong? Lap di chic 1a m6t tha tuc
hét strc hop 1y va gitp tranh dwgrc nhi€u chuyén phién ha. T4t nhién, d6i

',,

khi no6 lai gdy rdc ro1



Elinor s6t rudt néi: “To6i khong c6 y néi vdy. D1 nhién 1a ai cling phai
lam di chiic ca.”

“Ba Welman 1€ ra nén lam di chuic.” Bac si Lord néi.

“Phai, ding vay.” Elinor xic dong ndi. Ma nang tng h'ong.

Dot nhién bac s Lord héi: “Con ¢ thi sao?”

“To61a?”

“Phai, cd vira ndi ai cling phai lam di chic ma! Cé ¢6 lam khong?”

Elinor nhin anh chim cham mdt lic roi bat cudi.

“La lung that!” Nang néi. “Khong, t6i chwa lam. T6i chwa ting nghi dén
viéc do! Gidng hét cd Laura vdy. Béc si Lord a, t61 s€ v€ nha va vi€t cho
ong Seddon vé chuyén nay ngay lap tirc.”

Peter Lord néi: “Rat hop 1y.”

TRONG THU PHONG, Elinor vira viét xong 14 thu:

Kinh giri 6ng Seddon,

Xin ong vui long thdo gitp mot bdn di chiic dé’toi ky. Rat don gidn.

To6i mudn dé’lai tat cd moi thir cho Roderick Welman.

Kinh thu,

Elinor Carlisle.

Nang li€c nhin dong h'6. Vai phit ntra nhan vién buu dién s€ dén.

Nang mé ngan kéo ban, r'oi chot nh¢é ra sdng nay minh da dung dén con
tem cudi cing. Tuy nhién vAn con vai con tem & trong phong ngi, nang hau

nhw chic chén thé.



Nang 1én Tau. Khi nang tré lai the phong v&i con tem trén tay thi Roddy
dang ding bén ctra s6. Chang ndi: “Vay la ngay mai ching ta sé roi khoi
noi nay. Hunterbury c6 kinh xinh dep. Chiing ta da c6 nhirng ngay twoi dep
& day.”

“Anh c6 phién khi em ban n6 khéng?” Elinor héi.

“O khong khong, anh nghi 1am thé 12 t6t nha't em a!”

Im lang. Elinor cam 14 thw 1én, li€c qua xem da 6n chwa. R'6i nang ni€ém

thw lai va dan tem.



CHUONG 6

Thu y td O’Brien gti y td Hopkins, ngay 14 thang Bay: Phd” Laborough

Chi Hopkins thdan mén,

Toi dinh viét thw cho chi tw mdy bita nay roi. Ngdi nha toi dang &
thit dep va co nhiéu bvrc tranh ma to6i nghi la rdat noi tiéhg. Nhung
khong thé néi noti nay dé chiu nhw Hunterbury ddu, chi hiéu y téi chir!
O noi xa x6i héo ldnh thé’ nay khé ma tim ra hdu gdi, ma nhigng dira
thué dworc toan non not thiéu kinh nghiém, mét vai dira lai khong sot
sdng cho ldm. Thé rdng toi chéng muon gay phién ha, nhwng chi aq,
thiec dn don trén khay it ra ciing phdi nong soét chie! Nwoc thi khong
co phwong tién dé’ dun, va tra thi khong phdi bao gio ciing dwoc pha
bdng nwoc sé6i! Tuy nhién nhitng chuyén &y ciing khong cé gi quan
trong cho ldm. Bénh nhdn la mét quy ong tir t& hoa nhd—ong &y bi
viém cd hai budng phoi, nhiwng con nguy kich da qua va bdc st noi

Z,

swc khoe ong tién trién tot.

Co mot sw trung hop ngdu nhién ky qudc chwa tibng thay, to6i ma ké
ra nhat dinh chi sé thich thii I[dm day. Trong phong khdch, trén cay dai
dwrorng cam, cé mot birc dnh Idng trong khung lo'n bang bac, va chi ¢
tin khong, do la birc dnh y chang cdi ma toi da ké’voi chi—bwc dnh ky
tén Lewis ma ba Welman doi xem ay. A, 14t nhién la t6i dam ra to mo
—ai ma chdng the! Téi bén hdi vién qudn gia xem dé 1 ai, éng ta trd

loi ngay tdp lw rang do la ngai Lewis Rycroft—anh trai ciia phu nhdn



Rattery. Hinh nhw éng dy ¢ cdch ddy khong xa, va da hy sinh trong
chién tranh. Thdt ddng budn chi nhi? Téi vor nhw tinh co héi dng &y
c6 vor chiea thi vién qudn gia ndi rdang cd, nhwng ddng thwong la phu
nhdn Rycroft phdi vao vién tam than chéng bao lau sau khi ho cwoi
nhau. Ong ta néi hién ba 4y vén con soéng. Chuyén thi vi qud diing
khong? Ma chi thdy chwa, chiing minh da lam to. Nhat dinh la ho rat
yéu nhau, ong ay va ba W., nhwng ho khong the’ két hon vi ba vo kia
con song ¢ vién tdm thin. Hét nhw trong phim chi nhi? Va trong sudt
ngdn d@y ndm ba ludn nho vé 6ng @y, lai con xem dnh éng ay trwoc khi
chét nita chwe. Vién qudn gia bdo dng ta tir trdn nam 1917. Qud la mot
moi tinh hét siec lang man, toi nght thé'.

Chi da xem bé phim moi co Myrna Loy* dong chiwa? Toi nghe noi
tuén nay phim sé chiéu o Maidensford do. O quanh day thi chcvzng co
rap chiéu béng nao cd! Oi, thit khiing khiép phdi chon than & cdi
vitng qué nay. Thdo nao ho chc“;ng tim ra mét con hidu cho tir té?

Tam biét chi, co tin gi nho ké’toi nghe chi nhé.

Thdan mén,

Eileen O’Brien
Thw y td Hopkins gui y td O’Brien, ngay 14 thang Bay: Nha Hoa h'dong

O’Brien than mén,

O ddy moi sw vén nhw thwong 1¢. Hunterbury gio ving vé ldm—
ngwoi an ké ¢ da di cd roi, nha thi treo bdng bdn. Héom no toi gap ba
Bishop, ba &y song voi em gdi cdch ddy chieng mot ddm. Chi biét
khong, ba ay rdt budn vi nha bi bdan di. Dwong nhie ba ta tin chdc co

Elinor sé cwoi cdu Welman va song ¢ do. Ba B. bdo gio ho da hity



hén roi! Co Carlisle di London ngay sau khi chi roi khoi ddy. Co doi
[an thdi do cé ta rat ky la, toi thuwe sw chc%ng hiéu sao co ta lai ra thé’!
Mary Gerrard ciing da di London va bdt ddu hoc nghé mdt xa. Thé'la
hop Iy. Cé Carlisle sdp cho né hai ngan bdng, theo t6i la mdt khodn
rdt sOp, khong phdi ai ciing cho ngwo'i khdc nhiéu nhw thé'.. .

A nay, nhiéu viéc xdy ra budn cwoi ldm chi . Chi ¢é nho da ké’ téi
nghe vé birc dnh ky tén Lewis ma ba Welman chi cho chi khong? Hém
no, t0i tan gdu voi ba Slattery (la qudn gia ciia cu Ransome, bdc si
diéu tri o ddy trwoc khi bdc st Lord dén); ba ta sudt doi song ¢ ddy
va biét nhiéu vé nhirng ngwo'i co dia vi xa hoi & quanh ving nay. Toi
lam nhw tinh co> ban vé chuyén nay, téi nhdc dén cdc tén Thdnh va ndi
rang Lewis la cdi tén hién gdp, va trong cdu chuyén ba ta cé nhdc dén
ngai Lewis Rycroft trwdc ddy & Forbes Park. Ong & phuc vu trong
quan doi & DPoan ky binh thw 17 va tir trdgn vao khodng cudi cudc
chién tranh. Thé la to6i bdo, 6ng 4y la ban thdn cua ba Welman &
Hunterbury, diing khong? Ba ta ldp tiec nhin t6i roi noi, diing vay, la
ban chi cot, cé ngwoi con cho rdng trén cd mikc ban bé, nhwng bdn
thdn ba ta khéng phdi ngwoi buén chuyén—ma tqi sao ho lai khong
thé’la ban kia chie? Thé'la t6i néi hoi 4y ba Welman chdc chdn da goa
chong, ba ta noi Pung roi, ba dy la qud phu. Ngay ldp tiec tdi thdy ba
ta mudn ngu y gi do, toi ben ndi, la nhi, sao ho khong cwoi nhau, thi
ba ta ddp ngay, “Ho khong the’ két hon vi 6ng dy co mot ba vo trong
dwong tri vién!” Chi thay khong, vdy la chiing ta biét hét moi viéc!
Chuyén xdy ra thdt la ling chi nhi? Xét theo cdch ly di qud dé dang
ngay nay thi hoi ay thdt ddng tiéc khi khong thé’ xem tinh trang mdt tri

la nguyén co dé’ly hon.



Chi c6 nho cdi cdu bdnh trai tén Ted Bigland khong, anh chang cir
ldng nhdng bdam theo Mary Gerrard 4y? Cdu ta hdi t6i dia chi con bé
o London nhwng toi khong cho. Theo y toi thi Mary hon hin Ted
Bigland mot bdc. Chi a, toi khong ro chi cé nhdn ra diéu nay khong,
nhung ong R—W—dang trong cdy si con bé day. Ddng tiéc vi thé” ma
xdy ra rdc réi. Toi ndi chi nghe nhé, do chinh la Iy do khién viéc hira
hon gitta ong ta va cé Carlisle do’vor. Chuyén do lam co ta ton thwong
sdu sdc. Toi khong biét cé Elinor tim thdy cdi gi & dng ta, cam doan
vo'i chi ong ta khong phdi logi ngwo'i t6i wa thich, nhwng theo ngudn
tin ddng tin cdy thi c6 kia vén yéu ong ta say ddm. Moi viéc cé vé rat
[on xon chi nhi? Cé ay lai dwoc hwong tron gia tai niva. Toi tin la 6ng
ta ludén mong cho ba cé dé’lai cho minh mot khodn ddng ké’

Ldo Gerrard dao nay yéu nhiéu—Ildo thwong xuyén bi chodng
ndng. Van thé 18 va cdu gdt nhie trwcc. Thdm chi hém no ldo ta con
bdo Mary khong phdi la con gdi ldo. Toi moi noi: “Nay, néu téi ma la
ong thi toi phdi xau ho’ khi noi vé vor minh nhw thé.” Ldo ta nhin toi
roi bdo, “Ba ngu ldm, céc hiéu cdi gi cd!” Lich sw qud chi nhi? Toi
bén qudt cho ldo mot tran. Téi tin rang trwdc khi két hon thi vo ldo
teng la hdu gdi ciia ba Welman.

Tudn trwoc toi da xem phim Pat lanh*. Phim cwe hay! Co vé nhw
o Trung Qudc, phu nit phdi chiu dwng rdt nhiéu.

Meén,

Jessie Hopkins
Buu thi€p cua y ta Hopkins gi y td O’Brien:

Thdt lg lung khi thw ctia chiing ta trung hop nhau!



Tinh hinh kinh khiing qud chi nhi?

Buwu thi€p cua y ta O’Brien gwi y td Hopkins:

Nhdn thw chi sdng nay. Qud la trung hgp ngdu nhién!

Thu Roderick Welman guwri Elinor Carlisle, ngay 15 thang Bay:

Elinor than mén,

Anh viea nhdn thw em. Em thdt tir té” khi ban bac voi anh vé viéc
bdn Hunterbury, nhwng noi thdt anh khong c6 cdm xiic gi cd. Anh nght
néu nhw em khong thich séng noi ay (ma ré rang la em khong thich)
thi bdn no di la sdang sudt nhat. Thé nhwng co the’ em sé gdp doi chiit
kho khdn trong viéc tong khwr no di. Toa nha khd lon so voi nhu céu
tho'i nay, mdc di nha da dwoc cdi tqo va khd hién dai, ¢é day nha phu
cho ngwoi gilip viée, c6 gaz, cé dién thdp sdng va dii moi thir. Dit sao,
anh ciing hy vong em sé gap may!

O day, troi ndng am tuyét vori. Anh & hang gio ngoai bién. Khd
dong ngwoi, nhiwng anh khong giao du nhiéu voi ho. Co lan em bdo
anh khéng phdi la ngwoti gidi giao thiép, anh e rdng ding vdy. Anh
nhén th@y con ngwoi hdu nhie ai ciing ddng ghét, ma chdc ho ciing c¢é
cdm gidc giong vdy doi voi anh.

Tw lau anh da cdm thdy duy chi ¢ em thwe sw xikng ddng la ngwo'i
dai dién ciia nhan logi. Mot vai tudn niga anh dinh sé lang thang dén
bo bién Dalmatia*. Tw ngay 22 tré di, thw cho anh qua dia chi
Thomas Cook, Dubrovnik, nho chuyén. Néu cé viéc gi anh co thé’ lam

dworc thi nho cho anh hay nhé.

Anh cdm phuc va biét on em,



Roddy

Thue 6ng Seddon, van phong Blatherwick & Seddon g&i ¢6 Elinor
Carlisle, ngay 20 thang Bay: 104 Quang treong Bloomsbury
Kinh giri c6 Carlisle,

T6i nghi co nén chdp nhdn gid ma Thiéu td Somervell dé nghi mua
Hunterbury—muwoi hai ngan nam tram bdng (£12,500). Liic nay cdc
bat dong sdn lon rat kho giao dich, va gid dwwa ra cé vé la hoi nhat.
Tuy nhién, gid nay con kem diéu kién la nhdn nha ngay, ma toi biét
Thiéu ta Somervell ciing dang xem mot s nha khdc trong ving ldn
cdn, vi vay toi khuyén cé nén chdap nhdn ngay.

Theo t6i hiéu, Thiéu td Somervell muén nhdn nha cé trang bi noi
that trong vong ba thdng nita, trong khodng thoi gian nay cdc thii tuc
phdp Iy phdi dworc hoan tdt va viéc mua bdn xong xuoi.

Vé ong gdc cong Gerrard va viéc tinh hwu cho éng ta, t6i nghe bdc
s7 Lord noi 6ng lao dang bénh ndng kho qua khdi.

Viéc chikng thwce di chiic hién con chwa thong qua, nhwng trong khi
cho do’i toi dad tam eng cho cé Mary Gerrard mot tram bdng.

Kinh chao,
Edmund Seddon
Thw bac si Lord gwi ¢6 Elinor Carlisle, ngay 24 thang Bay:

Kinh giri cé Carlisle,
Ong lao Gerrard vira qua doi hom nay. Co co viéc gi can toi giip

khong? Toi hay tin c¢6 da bdn nha cho Thiéu td Somervell, nghi vién



/. 2 ,
mo'i cua chiing ta.

Kinh chao,

Peter Lord
Thu cua Elinor Carlisle giri Mary Gerrard, ngay 25 thang Bay:

Chao Mary,

Toi rdat budn khi hay tin b6"em qua do'i.

Dd c6 ngwoi ngd gid mua Hunterbury—la Thiéu td Somervell. Ong
ta nong long mudén nhdn nha trong thoi gian som nhat. Téoi sdp vé
dwoi 4y dé’ soan gidy to ciia cé tdi va don dep nha civa. Em c6 thé thu
don do dac ciia ba em ra khoi nha thwong trwc cang nhanh cang tot
khong? Mong em gap moi diéu tot lanh va khong qud vat vd trong viéc
hoc madt xa.

Thdan mén,

Elinor Carlisle
Thw Mary Gerrard gwi y td Hopkins, ngay 25 thang Bay:

Kinh giri c6 Hopkins,

Chdu rdt cdm on co da bdo tin vé bo” chdu. Chdu thdy mung vi B6
khong phdi dau don. Co Elinor viva viét cho chdu rang co 4y sdp bdn
nha va cé 4y mudén chdu don do dac ra khoi nha thwong trwc cang
som cang tot. Ngay mai chdu vé lo ddm tang, c6 co thé’ cho chdu &
nho dwgc khong a? Néu c6 dong y thi c6 khdi mdt cong trd loi chdu.

Than kinh,



Mary Gerrard



CHUONG 7

Elinor Carlisle bwdc ra khdi nha nghi King’s Arms vao budi sang thir Nam
ngay 27 thang Bdy. Nang ding ngan ngw d6i phit nhin ngwoe nhin xudi
con dwong chinh cia Maidensford. Ba't chot nang t6 vé mung ro’ r'oi bang
qua dwong. Dang vé duwong bé dang tram lang lwdt di hét nhw chién thuyén
cing budm ra khoi &y thi khong nhdm 14n vao dau dwoc.

“Ba Bishop!”

“Sao, ¢6 Elinor a! That la ba't ngo’! T6i khong nghi ¢b lai ¢ mat & day!
Né&u t6i bi€t cd6 vé Hunterbury thi t6i da dich than dén d6 r'oi! C6 ai & d6
giip cd khong vay? C6 ¢6 dwa ai toe London vEé khong?”

Elinor ldc d4u. “Tdi khong & lai trong nha ma & King’s Arms.”

Ba Bishop nhin qua bén kia dwong va khut khit vé h'6 nghi.

“Nghe néi & ddy dwoc 14m,” ba thira nhidn. “Chd Ay sach s, in udng
cing kha, nhung ¢6 khé ma quen dvorce, cd Elinor a.”

Elinor mim cwoi: “T6i hoan toan thdy thodi mai. Chi mot hai ngay tho6i
ma. To6i phai sdp x&p &6 dac trong nha, td't cd moi vit dung c4 nhan clia cd
to1, va cling ¢ vai mén ndi tha't tdi muén mang veé London.”

“Thé& nha da ban thait ro1 sao ¢6?”

“Phdi. Cho Thi€u td Somervell, mot nghi vién m&i cia ving nay. Ngai
George Kerr qua doii, ba bi€t d6, va da c6 bau ctt bo sung.”

“[/J’ng ctr vién duy nha't ma,” ba Bishop dinh dac néi. “(¥ Maidensford thi

c6 ai vao day ngoai ddng Bao thua!”



“T6i rd't vui vi ngwoi mua nha thwe sy mudn séng & d6, chir néu ho
bién tda nha thanh kh4ch san hay x4y lai thi chic tdi budn 1im.”

Ba Bishop nhim nghién mét, cdi didng véc quy phdi ¢ sd khé rung 1én:
“Vang, ding th¢’, that kinh khing—kinh khing qud. That t€ hai khi nghi
dén viéc Hunterbury rovi vao tay nhirng nguoi xa la.”

“Nhwng ba thdy dd'y, tda nha qua rong—ma t6i chi c6 mdt minh.”

Ba Bishop khut khit.

“T61 mudn hdi xem ba cé thich mén @6 ndi tha't nao khong? Téi ra't vui
néu ba chon mot mén nao dé.” Elinor voi noi.

Ba Bishop twoi cwoi lich thiép dap: “Co that chu dédo thwa cd Elinor, lai
ra’t to't bung nira. N&u khong c6 gi tha't thd thi...” Ba ngip ngung.

Elinor néi: “O, khong dau.”

“T61 ludbn ham mo cdi ban vi€t trong phong khach. Cai ban 2y that la
chién.”

Elinor nhé ra cdi ban ¢6 cham khic hoa vin sic so.

Nang véi dép: “Di nhi€n né s€ 1a cua ba, ba Bishop a. Ba con can gi nira
khong?”

“Khong a, thwa ¢ Elinor, nhw th&" 12 ¢d da hao phéng 1dm rdi.”

“C6 maYy cai gh& cung ki€u v&i ban, ba ¢6 thich khong?”

Ba Bishop nhan ghé& v&i loi cdm on twong xing. Ba néi: “Hién nay toi
dang & voi em gdi tdi. Co viéc gi & nha ¢6 can toi gitip khong thwa c6
Elinor? Néu cd mudn, tdi ¢ thé€ dén dé voi ¢d.”

“Khong, cdm on ba.” Elinor voi dap.

“T6i cam doan khong c6 gi phién cd a—t6i thich 1a ding khac. Don dep

d'6 dac ctia ba Welman kinh mén thi budn 14m day.”



“Cam on ba, ba Bishop, nhwng d¢€ toi ty giai quy€t thi hon. C6 nhirng
viéc tot nha't nén lam mdt minh—"

Giong ba Bishop tré’ nén thi€u ty nhién: “D1 nhién, xin tuy y cd.” R'6i ba
noi ti€p: “Con gdi cia Gerrard da vé day roi. Hom qua la ddm tang ong ta.
Co ta ¢ lai nha y td Hopkins. T6i nghe néi sdng nay Ao dén nha thwong
truc.”

Elinor gat dau, nang ndi: “Phai, tdi da goi Mary vé d€ lo viéc dé. Thi€u
ta Somervell mudn nhan nha cang sé'm cang tdt.”

“T6i hieu a.”

“Thoi, bay gior téi phai di lo cong viéc diy. Rat vui dwoe gdp ba, ba
Bishop. Téi s€ ghi nh& chuyén cdi ban viét va may cdi ghé’.”

Nang bét tay ba ta va tiép tuc di.

Nang vao tiém banh va mua mdt 6 banh mi, r'oi vao ctra hang bo stra
mua ntra pound* bo’ cing mdt it stra.

Sau cung nang d&€n ctra hang tap pham.

“Vui long cho téi mot it pa-t€ d€ dung voi xdng-uych.”

“C6 ngay ddy, thua cd Carlisle.” Ong Abbott ling xing chay ra, Ay ciu
bé phu viéc sang mdt bén. “Co thich loai nao a? Ca h61 va tom hay ga tay
va lwdi bo? Hay cd h6i voi cd moi? Hay giam-bong voi lwdi bo?”

Ong ta bé hét hii ndy dé&n hii kia bay la liét trén mit qudy hang. Elinor
kh€ mim cwoi: “Céc loai nay tuy c6 tén khac nhau nhwng mui vi thi gidng
hét nhau.”

“A, c6 th€ 1a th&, mii vi gidng nhau.” Ong Abbott 1dp tic thira nhan.
“Nhwng ma ngon—ra't ngon, di nhién the.”

“Nguoi ta thwong ngai an pa-té cd.” Elinor néi. “Pa c¢6 nhirng ca ngd



doc tw loai nay ding khong?”

Ong Abbott td vé khé chiu.

“Pam bdo voi co6 diy 1a mot nhan hiéu s6 mot—dang tin cdy nhat—
chwa bao gio chiing t6i bi than phién c4.”

“T6i 18y mot hii cd h'di v&i cd trong va mot hii cd h'di voi tom. Cam on

29

ong.

Elinor Carlisle bwd'c vao khu nha Hunterbury qua cong sau.

Hom &y la mdt ngay he néng birc va quang dang. Elinor di ngang qua
hang d4u bi€c dang trd hoa. Horlick, ngwoi phu td 1am vweon hién con & lai
de trong coi ng6i nha, kinh can cidi chao nang.

“Xin chao cd. T6i da nhan dwgc thw cd. Cra bén dang md& dd, thwa co.
T6i cling dd md& cac ctira chdp va hiau hét cac cira sO 1r'6i.”

“Cam on cau, Horlick.” Elinor dap.

Nang vwra budc di thi chang trai td vé bon chdn, can ¢6 nhdp nhd co
thét lién tuc.

“Xin c6 tht 16i, thwa c6—"

“Gi vay?” Elinor ngoai lai.

“Cé6 diing 1a nha da ban khong thwa c6? Y t6i 13, moi viéc da gidi quyét
xong 101 sao?”

“0, ding vay!”

Horlick lo 1dng néi: “Thuwa c6, khong bigt 1a—cd ¢ thé néi gidp cho toi
mot tiéng dwore khong—véi Thi€u td Somervell 4y ma. Chic 6ng Ay sé cin

ngwoi lam veon. C6 th€ 6ng &y cho rang tdi con qua tré d€' lam doi tredng,



nhwng thye sy t6i da lam viéc dwdi quyén 6ng Stephens bon nam va da kha
thao viéc. Va tir khi chi con minh t6i & day thi tdi da sip x&p cong viée kha
tot.”

Elinor vOi ndi: “Tat nhién tdi s€ lam moi diéu c6 thé cho cau, Horlick a.
That ra t6i cling ¢6 y dinh gi&i thiéu ciu voi Thi€u td Somervell rﬁng cau la
ngwoi lam veeon gioi day.”

Horlick dd birng mit. “C6 tdt qud, téi xin cdm on ¢d. Chic ¢d ciing hi¢u
moi viéc gan nhw 1a tai hoa v&i téi—Ba Welman qua doi, r'oi nha dwgrc ban
qua gd’p rdit—ma t6i thi—a, d&€n mia Thu nay toi s€ cwdi vor, nén can phai
chic chin 1a...” Anh ta ngirng lai.

Elinor 4n can bdo: “Tdi hy vong Thi€u td Somervell s€ nhan ciu. Cau
yén tam, tdi s€ hét strc lo viéc nay.”

“Xin cam on thwa c¢6,” Horlick lai néi. “Tat ca ching t6i déu mong gia
dinh ta gitr lai ngdi nha nay. Xin cdm on c6 a.”

Elinor di ti€p.

Pot nhién mot con séng cudng nd, mot ndi odn hon dién dai nhw 1a
dang pha vo’ con ddp va nhan nang chim nghim.

“Tat cd chiing toi déu mong gia dinh ta gir lai ngdi nha nay...”

L& ra nang va Roddy da sdng & diy! Nang va Roddy... Roddy ting
mudn thé, ma ban than nang cling muén th&. Ca hai da teng yéu mén
Hunterbury. Hunterbury than thwong... H6i song than nang chwa qua doi,
khi ho con song & An Do, nang thwdng vé day vao nhitng ky nghi. Nang da
trng dao choi trong rirng, ngao du bén bo sudi, hai tieng 6m hoa dau biéc
nd r6, nh&m nhdp nhirng qua ly gai xanh twoi mong nwdc va nhitng qua
mAam x0i d6 thAm ngot lim. Ri cdn ¢6 ca tdo nira. Lai ¢6 nhing hang ho'c

bi mit, noi nang thwong d€n ndu minh, cudn tron ngwoi doc sach hang gio



lién.

Nang da trng yéu mén Hunterbury. Ttr trong siu thim tim h'on, nang
luon chic chin ngay nio dé s& vé sdng vinh vién & ddy. Co6 Laura ciing
tng khuyén khich y twdng &y: ‘Mot ngay nao d6 c6 th€ chau s€ thich don
bd hang thuy tung nay Elinor a. Trong ching hoii dm dam phai khong?’

‘Chd nay nén c6 vieon ciy thiy sinh. Ngay nao d6 c6 th€ chdu sé 1am!’

Con Roddy? Roddy ciling vy, chang da twng xem Hunterbury la nha
minh. C6 th€ diéu d6 nay sinh tir tinh cdm ctia chang danh cho nang. Trong
tiém thirc, chang cling cam tha’y viéc cd hai s€ sd'ng bén nhau ¢ Hunterbury
1a hop 1€.

Va lé ra ho da s6ng bén nhau & day. L€ ra ho da cung nhau ¢ ddy—gio
nay—khong phai lo géi ghém d'6 dac d€ ban nha ma trang hoang lai né, lo
lam dep toa nha va khu veon, cling séng doi trong niém han hoan dwoc sé&
htru tdoa nha, cing hwdng hanh phic—phai, hgnh phiic bén nhau—né&u nhw
khdng c6 tai hoa chét ngudi tir ¢d géi ¢6 nhan sdc nhuw déa h'ong dai kia. ..

Ma Roddy da biét gi vé Mary Gerrard kia chix? Chazmg bi€t chut gi ca—
khong mot may may! Chang thich gi & cd ta—cdi c6 Mary thyc sy ay? CO
ta hoan toan c6 th€ ¢6 nhirng dirc tinh tuyét voi, nhwng liéu Roddy da kip
biét gi vé diéu d6 chwa? Pung 1a chuyén cii rich! Ong trdi bay chi trd dia
oai oam!

Chflng phai ban than Roddy da twng néi chang nhw bi ‘biia mé thudc 14’
dé sao? Chinh chang cting—thirc sww—mudn thoét ra khoi chuyén &y ma!

Né&u Mary —chét di, gia du th&, thi bi€t dau ngay nao dé Roddy sé thira
nhin: ‘Thé& 1a t6't nhat. Gio’ thi minh hi€u ra r'6i. Minh va ¢ ta dau c6 di€m
nao phu hop...’

C6 th€ chang s& hoi budn ma nghi du sao c6 ta ciling 1a nguwoi dang



yéu... C d€ cod ta tré thanh mét ky niém dep ddi védi chang—phai—mot
cau chuyén dep va niém vui thi, mai mai la the'...

Né&u ¢6 chuyén gi xay ra v&i Mary Gerrard thi Roddy s€ quay lai v&i
nang—Elinor... Nang hoan toan doan chic nhuw thé"

Néu nhw c6 chuyén gi xay ra voi Mary Gerrard. ..

Elinor xoay nim vin canh ctra hdng. Nang budc tr noi ¢6 dnh mat trovi
a'm ap vao bong ram toa nha. Nang rung minh.

Noti day lanh 180, tim t67 va dAy am khi... Nhw th€ ¢6 gi d6 chyc sén &
day, cho nang trong tda nha nay...

Nang di doc theo dai sanh va day cdnh ctra boc nhung din d&én phong
chira thirc 4n ctia ngwoi quan gia. Trong phong phang phat mui &m mdc.
Nang day canh cwra sO 1én va md& toang ching ra. Nang dat cac goéi do
xudng ban—bo, banh mi, lo stra nhd, r'oi chot nghi: ‘Ngdc that! Minh da
dinh mua ca phé ro61.’

Nang nhin vao may hdp thi€c d€ trén ké. Con mot it tra, nhwng ca phé
thi hét nhén.

“Thoi, cting chéng quan trong gi...” nang nghi.

Nang mé hai hil thay tinh dgng pa-té ca.

Nang ding cham cham nhin ching gidy 1au réi roii phong chira thirc an
1&n Mu, dén thang phong ba Welman. Nang bt dau t ti quan do 1én, mé

cac ngan kéo, soan quén 4o ra x€p thanh tirng chdong nho...

Trong nha thwong triee, Mary Gerrard dang nhin quanh quét véi vé bat luc

ngao ngan. Truwdc day khong hi€u sao cd da khong nhin ra moi thir lai ti



tung nhw thé nay.
Qua khtr 4p vé nhw con 1 chye nhan chim ¢6. Me may 4o cho lii bip bé
clia co6. B& thi ludn cdu git va kém than thién. B& ghét cd. Phai, rat ghét

A

co...

Ba't chot cd bdo y td4 Hopkins: “B& chdu c6 néi gi khong—cé nhén gi
chau tredc khi ma't khong cH?”

Y t4 Hopkins vui vé ddp mot cach tan nhin: “O khéng, chdu a. Trwdce khi
ch€t mot ti€ng dong h'o thi dng ta da hon meé roi.”

“LE& ra chdu phai vé chim séc 6ng. Du sao dng vdn la bd chdu.” Mary
cham rai noi.

Hopkins thodng bdi rdi: “Nghe ¢6 nay Mary: du 6ng ta c6 1a bd" chau
hay khong thi ciing chang sao c. C6 thay thdi budi nay con cdi chang ma'y
quan tdm dé€n cha me, ma nhiéu bac cha me cing khong hé€ cham séc con
cdi. Co Lambert day & treong cip hai néi ring can phai th&. Co &y bao
cudc song gia dinh 1a hoan toan sai Tam, va tré con thi phai dwoc nha nwéc
nudi dwong. Nhw vay chaamg khac nao trai t€ ban cao cap, cd nghi viy—
nhwng viéc gi phai 106i nguoc vE qua khir ma swét muedt hé chau! Ching ta
con phéi lo ki€m séng nira—ma cdng viéc cta ching ta c¢6 phai dé dang
suon sé gi dau chie!”

“Chdu nghi 12 ¢6 noi ding.” Mary chdm rai ddp. “Nhwng chdu van thdy
¢6 1€ viéc bd  con chdu khong hoa thuén 1a do 16i cia chdu.”

“V¢& van!” Hopkins dop chat.

Loi néi bung nd nhw qua bom dap tit con xdc dong ctia Mary. Y t4
Hopkins chuyén sang chuyén thi€t thyc hon: “Chau s€ lam gi voi d6 noi

tha't nay? Giw lai hay bén ching di?”



Mary phan van dip: “Chau chealng bi€t nwra. C6 nghi sao a?”

Lurdt con mét sanh sdi khip mdt lwot, y td Hopkins néi: “MAYy thit con
tot va bén thi chau nén gitr lai d€ sau nay trang bi cho can hd cta chau &
London. Cdi nao té qua thi vt di. Gh& nay con t6t—ban cling thé&”. Cai ban
lam viéc kia ki€u thi 15i thoi nhung bang gb gu ra't bén, ma ngwdi ta bao
d6 co thoi Victoria ngay nao dé s€ tré lai hop mdt. Néu la chau thi ¢6 s€
tong khir cdi ti quéan 4o nay di. Qua Kénh cang, ké vao dau ciing kho, phai
choan d&n mot nira phong ngu chir chzatng chot.”

Ho liét ké danh muc cac d6 dung can gitr hodc thai.

“Ong luat sw t6t bung 1dm c6 A—ong Seddon &y.” Mary néi. “Ong ta
ung cho chau mdt s6” tién d€ chau c6 the€ chi cho khéa hoc va cac khoan
khac. Khoang mot thang nira nha't dinh chédu s€ dwgrc nhan thwa k&, 6ng &y
bao vay.”

“Chau thay cong viéc ctia minh thé nao?” Y t4 Hopkins hoi.

“Chdau nghi chdu s€ ra't yéu thich n6. Ban dau thi kha cang thging. Ve
dé€n nha 1a chau mét ngd't ngu.”

Y td Hopkins néi dit khoat: “H®6i ¢6 lam y td tdp sy & bénh vién St.
Luke’s, ¢d ciing nghi minh sip chét t&i noi. Co twdng minh chfmg the nao
gin v&i né d&n ba nim, nhung roi cd da lam dwoce.”

Ho di sip x&p xong quéan 4o clia 6ng 130, gio thi d&n cdi hop thiéc day
p gidy to.

“Ching ta phai don xong chd nay ¢ a.” Mary néi.

Ho ng6i d6i dién nhau bén ban. Y td Hopkins vira vo'c mdt voc gidy vira
ciu nhau: “Rdc rwdi ma cling gitt 1am chi, la that! Bai cit ra tir bdo nay!

Thuw tw cii nay! Dd moi thi trén doi!”



Mary mé mot tai liéu: “DAy la to hon thd ctia B& Me. Lam & St. Albans
nam 1919.”

“GidYy gid thud, d6 1a goi theo cach xwa. Trong lang nhiéu ngwoi van con
dung loai nay.” Hopkins noi.

“Nhwng, cd nay—" Mary nhw bi ngat thé.

“Chuyén gi co'?”

Mary run giong: “Cd xem di. Bay gio’ 1a nam 1939, chau hai mwoi m6t
tudi. Nam 1919 chdu da moét tuoi r'oi. Cé nghia la—c6 nghia la—sau do bo
me chdu—moi két hon.”

Y td Hopkins cau may do6p chat: “Thi da sao nao? Ngay liic nay day,
chau dung lo nghi gi viéc ay ca!”

“Nhwng chau khong chiu noi, ¢6 01.”

Hopkins ra oai bdo: “C6 nhiéu doi khong lam I€ & nha tho' ma mii sau
nay maéi chju lam. Nhwng mién sao cudi cung ho ciing 1am 1€, nhw vay thi
co gi la ky quac!”

Mary ha giong: “Nhwng c6 phai d6 1a ly do khién b6” chdu khdng thwong
chau—cd6 c6 nghi vay khong? B&i vi ¢6 1€ me chau da budc 6ng ay phai
cwdi chang?”

Hopkins do di, cin moi roi néi: “Co nghi hoan toan khong phai vay
dau.” Ba ngip ngung. “Ma nay, n€u chau cr lo nghi vé viéc &Yy thi chdu
cling nén bi€t sy that: Chau khdng phai l1a con gai 6ng Gerrard.”

“Thi ra la vi vay!”

“Co 1€ the'”

Mary néng birng d6i m4d: “C6 thé€ 1a chdu sai, nhung chdu mirng 18m cd

a! Trede gior chau luén dy ndy vi da khéng quan tim dén b6 chdu, nhwng



néu Ong &y khong phdi la b6 chau thi cling tot thoi! Ma sao cd bi€t diéu
nay?”

“Gerrard da n6i nhiéu vé viéc nay tredc khi 6ng &y mat. Co da ¢ ngan
Ong ta lai, nhwng 6ng &y ba't chdp. Pang ra cd khdng nén ndi gi voi chdu ca
n&u viéc nay khong dung bat ngo xdy ra.”

“Chau ty hoi khong bi€t cha rudt ctia minh 1a ai...” Mary cham rai ndi.

Y t4 Hopkins do dy. Ba ta hé moi, roi ngdm miéng lai. C6 vé nhw ba ta
dang ra't khé khan d€ quyét dinh diéu gi do.

R'6i mot cdi bong trum qua can phong. Hai ngwoi phu nit nhin quanh va
thay Elinor Carlisle dirng bén ctra sG.

“Xin chao.” Elinor 1én ti€ng.

“Xin chao, c6 Carlisle. Hom nay dep troi ¢d nhi?” Y td Hopkins néi.

“0, em chao c0, thwra c6 Elinor.” Mary néi.

Elinor néi: “Téi vira lam xong may mi€ng xang-uych. Hai nguwoi dén
dung bra v&i téi nhé. Pa mot gior r'oi, gior ma quay vE nha én trwa thi phién
1&m. T6i c6 di phan cho ca ba ngudi.”

Y td Hopkins td ra ba't ngo' nhwng hai long: “Co Carlisle a, toi phai n6i
ring cd cuc ky chu ddo. Puing la phién todi khi tir chdi phan c6 di chuah bj
ma vé lang roi quay tré lai day. Toi hy vong s€ lam xong viéc trong sang
nay. T6i da di mdt vong tham cac bénh nhan h'di sdm, nhwng gio hda ra
cong viéc kéo dai hon la td61 nghi.”

Mary thi néi vé bi€t on: “Em cdm on c0, thwa c6 Elinor. C6 that tot
bung.”

C4 ba di theo con dwong dan vao nha 16n. Elinor van d€ mé ctra trede.

Ho buwdce vao gian dai sinh mat regi. Mary khé ring minh. Elinor ném vé



phia ¢d cdi nhin sic 1ém: “Gi th&?”

“0, khong c6 gi ddu a—em chi hoi ring minh. La do di tr ngoi néng
vao Ay ma...”

Elinor ha giong: “That ky qudc. Hét nhw t6i cam thd’y h'6i sdng nay.”

Y t4 Hopkins bat cwdi roi vui vé néi to: “Nay, hai ngudi sdp twdng
tweong nha nay c6 ma hay sao. 74i thi chaalng cam thay gi ca!”

Elinor mim cudi. Nang tiénh vé phia phong khich ban ngay nam bén
phai ctra chinh. Reém ctra dwgrc vén 1€n va cac ctra sO mo toang. Gian phong
trdng vui mat.

Elinor bang qua dai sanh vao phong chira thirc dn va quay lai v&i chiéc
khay 16'n deng xdng-uych. Nang chia cho Mary: “Moi em.”

Mary nhén mét mi€ng banh. Elinor dirng nhin gidy lat khi ham ring
tring déu din clia co6 gi cin ngdp miéng xing-uych. Nang nén hoi thé
trong mdt phut r'oi théd ra nhe nhe.

Nang lo ding ti khay banh ngang thit lung minh mdt lic, roi nhan ra
Hopkins dang hé miéng t6 vé déi bung, nang dé mit dwa khay banh cho ba
ta.

R0i nang ¢Am 14y phan cta minh va ndi ra vé xin 18i: “T6i dinh pha ca
phé€, nhwng lai quén mua. Tuy vy trén ban con mot it bia, c6 ai mudn dung
khong?”

Y t4 Hopkins rau ri néi: “Phai chi téi nghi d€n viéc mang theo tra nhi!”

“Con mot it tra trong hop thi€c & phong thirc an.” Elinor lor dang noi.

Mat y ta Hopkins sang 1én.

“Vay d€ toi chay ra diat &m nwde. C6 sira khdng cdH?”

“C0o, t01 da mua mot it.”



“Thé& thi t6t r'6i,” Hopkins vira néi vira hdi ha buorc ra.

Chi con Elinor va Mary & lai cung nhau.

Cang thaalng la thwong bao trim gian phong. Elinor cd ging goi chuyén.
Mobi nang kho khd'c. Nang khé 1i&m mdi roi 1én ti€ng, giong clng nhic
thi€u ty nhién: “Em—co thich cong viéc cia minh & London khéng?”

“Thwa c6 a, em cdm o'n c6. Em—em v0 cung bi€t on c6—"

Mot Am thanh khan khan bdng bat ra tir miéng Elinor. Giong cwoi hét
stec chéi tai d&n ndi Mary phai ngac nhién trd mét nhin nang.

“Em khong can phai bi€t oon dén thé dau!” Elinor ndi.

“Em khong c6 y—chi la—” Mary b1 r6i roi ngung bat.

Elinor nhin ¢6 chong choc—céi nhin do hdi rat la lung lam Mary thdy
nao ning. Co6 noi: “Cé viéc gi—viéc gi khong phai a?”

Elinor dirng phét ddy, ngoanh mit di va néi: “Ma c6 viée gi khdng phai
hay sao?”

“Co—trong cd—" Mary 14p bép.

“Toi nhin chong choc chir gi?” Elinor cwdi khé. “Xin 16i nhé —Cir mdi
Tan mai nghi chuyén gi 1a t6i lai the"”

Y t4 Hopkins tir ngoai ctra nhin vao ndéi to, “Toi da dat &m nwdc roi,” va
bo di.

Elinor ba't gidc cwoi rd 1én.

“Polly dat &'m nuoc soi, Polly dat &m nwde s6i, Polly dit Am nwdc sdi—
moi ngwoi ching ta s€ dung tra! Mary, em ¢6 nhé h'6i bé ching minh da
tng choi tro nay khéng?”

“Thwa cd ¢6 a, em nho chie.”

“Hoi chiing ta con bé... Ti€c la ta khdong thé€ quay tr& lai, phai khong



Mary?...”

“C6 mudn quay tro lai w?” Mary hoi.

“Phai... phdi...” Elinor n6i mot cich manh mé.

Im ling bao trum 18y ho trong gidy lat. R'6i Mary dé bung mat noi:
“Thuwra c6 Elinor, ¢ dirng nén nghi ring—”

Déng vé thanh ti ctia Elinor chot rin danh, cdm ha't ngwoe 1én, khiéh co
gai im bat. Elinor cdt giong lanh lung: “Toi dwng nén nghi céi gi ha?”

“Em—em quén ma't minh vwra dinh néi gi.” Mary 1i nhi.

Toan than Elinor chuing xuéng—nhw vira qua con nguy kich.

Y td Hopkins bé khay vao. Trén khay ¢6 mdt &m tra mau nau cung voi
stra va ba chén tach. Ba ta khong hé biét vira xdy ra cang thzatng: “Tra day
roi!”

Ba ta dit khay tra tredc mit Elinor. Nang 1ac dau: “To6i khong uong.”

Nang day khay tra sang phia Mary. C6 gdi rét ra hai chén tach.

Y t4 Hopkins thé phao ra chiéu hai Iong: “Tra ngon va ddm 1dm day.”

Elinor dirng 1én bwd'c vE€ phia ctra s0. Y ta Hopkins thuyét phuc: “Thé ¢6
khong dung tra that sao, ¢6 Elinor? Téi moi ¢6 ma.”

“Khong, cam on.” Elinor 1am bam.

Y ta Hopkins udng can chén tra, dp chén vao dia va kh& néi: “T6i di tit
Am nwdc ngay. TOi van dit né trén b&p phong khi cAn chim ti€p vao binh.”
Ba ta hdi ha buorc ra.

Elinor tr ctra sG quay lai, giong nang dot nhién khan khoan ddy tuyét
vong: “Mary nay...”

“Vang?” Mary déap ngay.

Anh sing tit d4n trén guwong mit Elinor. P6i moi nang khép lai. Vé nai



xin tuyét vong bi€n ma't, chi con lai chi€c mat na—bang gid va phaalng lang.

“Khong c6 gi.” Nang noi.

Ldng im nang triu gian phong. Mary nghi: ‘HOom nay sao cai gi cing ky
quédc! Ci nhw th€—nhw th€ ching ta dang cho diéu gi d6.’

Sau cung Elinor ddong day. Nang tw bén ctra sO buwdrc lai, bé khay tra 1én
va dit chiéc dia vira ndy dung xing-uych vao d6. Mary dom diéng 1én: “O
thwa co Elinor, c6 d€ em lam cho.”

“Khong, em cr ng6i day, toi s€ don.” Elinor néi coc 16¢.

Nang mang khay tra ra khoi phong. Chi mdt Tan nang ngodi lai nhin

Mary dang ng'6i bén khung ctra s, tré trung, Xinh twoi va song dong...

Y td Hopkins & trong phong chira thirc an. Ba ta dang dung khan tay lau
miit. Khi Elinor budc vao, ba ngang phit 1én: “O trong nay néng qud, toi
the day!”

“Véng, phong nay quay vé hwdng nam ma.” Elinor may méc dap.

Y td Hopkins d& 18y khay trén tay nang: “Co d€ t6i ria don cho, cd
Carlisle. Trong cd khong on chit nao.”

“O, t6i khde ma.” Nang néi roi cam 147y khin. “Toi sé lau kho chén dia
vay.”

Y t4 Hopkins x&n voi tay 40 va rét nedc néng tir m vao bdn rira. Elinor
nhin cd tay ba ta ndi bang quo: “Ba bi cai gi dam vao c0 tay kia.”

“La gai & gian h'ong leo canh nha thuwong trec &y ma.” Hopkins cuoi.
“T6i s€ 1ay né ra ngay bay gio.”

Gian hoa hdng leo canh nha thwong trwc... Ky e tia vé nhw lan song



phu chup Elinor. Nang va Roddy tranh cha’p trong trd choi Chi€n tranh Hoa
h'ong*. Nang va Roddy cdi co—r06i lai lam lanh. Nhirng thdng ngay yéu
dau tran ngdp hanh phic va ti€ng cwoi... Mot con séng budn dau khiép s¢
gior ddy nhan nang chim nghim. Nang dang & dau day? Vuc thdm tim toi
nao cda han thu va t6i ac... Nang dirng d6 ma thd'y minh hoi chao dao,
nang ty nhi: ‘Minh di€n r'6i. Minh da hoan toan mat tri.’

Y t4 Hopkins tO mo nhin nang chong choc.

‘R rang co ta ky quic 14m..." sau d6 Hopkins thuat lai. ‘N6i ning nhuw
th& khong biét minh dang néi gi, mét thi sdng quic dé&n la lung.’

Ti€ng chén dia cham nhau lach cach trong bon rira. Elinor nhat hii pa-té
c4 da h&t nhin d€ trén ban cho vao chiu ria. Vira 1am nang vira néi, tw hdi
sao giong minh lai di€ém tinh th&: “Tdi da soan quén 4o cta cd toi trén lau.
T6i nghi ba ¢6 the khuyén t6i xem cac thir nay cé ich cho nhirng ai trong
lang.”

Hopkins mau mén ddp: “Nhat dinh t6i s& lo. C6 ba Parkinson, r6i ba cu
Nellie nay. Va ca cdi ba tdi nghiép ngheo xac xo* & nha Ivy. La 16¢ troi cho
voi ho day.”

Ba ta ciing Elinor don dep phong chira thirc dn, r'6i ho cling nhau 1én Tau.

Trong phong ba Welman, quan do dwoc x&€p gon gang thanh twng goi
mot: do 16t, 4o dam dai, vai mén @6 dep—ao da hoi nhung, 4o choang 16ng
chudt nwde. Cai do nay Elinor bdo minh dinh bi€u ba Bishop. Y td Hopkins
gat dau dong y. Ba d€'y tha’y trong ngan kéo ti com-m&t c6 ma’y chiétc 4o
choang 16ng chdn va ty nhi: ‘Chéc c6 ta s& stta may cdi 40 nay cho minh.’

Ba ném cdi nhin vé phia cdi td 1on dyng quéan do va ty hdi khong biét
Elinor da trong thay birc anh ky tén ‘Lewis’ chwa, va né€u c6 thi nang da

lam gi voi nd.



‘That budn cwoi khi the cia minh va O’Brien c tring hop v&i nhau,’
ba ta ngAm nghi. ‘Minh khdng nghi chuyén nhw thé lai xay ra. C6 A’y nhéc
dén chuyén birc anh diing vao ngay minh viét cho c6 ta vé ba Slattery.’

Ba ta gitp Elinor x&p quan 4o va déng goi cho ting gia dinh mot, roi ty
nhan viéc phan phat ching. Ba néi: “T6i c6 theé’ lam viéc nay trong lic Mary
vé nha thuong tric va don dep xong xudi. N6 chi con sip x&p mdi hdp
gidy to nita ma thoi. A, ma con bé ddu r'éi nhi? N6 xudng nha thwdng tryc
roi1 chang?”

“To6i d€ cod Ay trong phong khéch...” Elinor noi.

“Gid nay chic né chéng con & d6.” Y ta Hopkins li€c nhin dong h'6 deo
tay. “O, chiing ta 1én ddy gan mot ti€hg dong h'6 roi sao?”

Ba ta h6i ha xudng T4u, theo sau la Elinor. Ho bwde vao phong khach.

“A, con bé ngt r'oi.” Hopkins thot 1én.

Mary Gerrard dang ngdi trén chié€c ghé& banh 1on canh ctra s6, ngeoi hoi
guc xudng. Trong phong vang 1én am thanh la: ti€ng thd rdng nang n€.

Y t4 Hopkins bang qua phong va lay c6 gai.

“Day di chau yéu—"

Ba ta sitng ngudi. R6i ba cii xudng vach mi mét co géi, sau d6 ra sirc
lay manh nguwoi ¢d.

Ba quay lai nhin Elinor, giong nhuém vé him doa: “Thé nay la th&
nao?”

“T6i khong hi€u ba mudn néi gi. Co &y bi bénh a?”

“bién thoai dau?” Hopkins n6i. “Goi bac si Lord cang nhanh cang t6t.”

“Nhung cé chuyén gi vay?” Elinor héi.

“Chuyén gi a? Con bé bi bénh. N6 dang ha’p h6i.”



Elinor giat lui m6t budc: “Hap hdi sao?”
“N6 da bi dau doc.” Y td Hopkins ndi.

Ba ta trirng trieng nhin Elinor ddy ngo vyece.



II



CHUONG 8

Hoi nghiéng nghiéng cdi dau hinh qua tring, d6i chan may nhwdn 1én vé
do héi, cac dau ngoén tay chum lai, Hercule Poirot quan sat chang trai dang
cau kinh sai bwéd’c quanh phong, khuén mat vui vé 1am td'm tan nhang dang
rim lai cau co.

Hercule Poirot n6i: “Eh bien*? Anh ban, chuyén 1a sao?”

Peter Lord ding khyng lai.

“Ong Poirot, dng 12 ngudi duy nhdt trén doi nay cé the gidp tdi. Toi
tng nghe Stillingfleet néi vé 6ng; anh &y k€ voi tdi nhieng gi dng da lam
trong vu an Benedict Farley. Ai cling cho 1a mot vu ty sét, con 6ng thi chi ra
dé 1a vu giét nguoi.”

“Vay trong s& cic bé€nh nhan cua anh c¢6 vy ty sit nao ma anh thdy
khong hai long a?”

Peter Lord lic d4u. Anh dang ng6i d&i dién v&i Poirot. “C6 mdt phu nir
tré vira bi tdng giam va sip bj k&t tdi giét ngudi! Tdi mudn dng tim ra
chirng ctr xac nhan c6 &y khong lam viéc do!”

Poirot lai nhwdn cao chan may hon mot chit. R6i 6ng de dit tam su:
“Anh va quy c6 &y—hai ngwoi da hira hon—phai khong? Hai nguoi yéu
nhau a?”

Peter Lord cuwdi phd lén—ti€ng cudi gay gat, chua chat. Anh ddp:
“Khong, khong phai vay! Tham my cta cd &y qua t6i nén mdi thich céi ga

miii dai #4n don kiéu ngao c6 ban mit cia con ngya chét gidm kia! CO 4y
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that ngd’c nghé€ch, nhung 1a thé"ddy

“T6i hi€u.” Poirot noi.

“O vang, dng hiéu ding r'oi!” Lord cay ddng néi. “Khong cin phai td ra
lich sy thé” dau. Vwra gdp c6 dy la t6i da phai long ngay 14p tic. Va vi th&’
toi khong mudn c6 &y bj treo ¢6. Hieu chwa?”

“Co 2y bi budc tdi g1?” Poirot hoi.

“Co &y bj két tdi mwu sit mot cd gai tén 14 Mary Gerrard bang cédch
dung morphin hydrochlorid dau doc. Cé th€ dng da doc bai twong thuit vé
cudc diéu tra trén cac bio.”

“Dong cor la g1?7”

“Ghen tudong!”

“Theo y anh thi c¢6 &y khong lam viéc d6 sao?”

“Khong, di nhién 1a khong.”

Hercule Poirot trdim ngdm nhin anh mot lic, roi 1én ti€ng: “Chinh xéc
anh mudn t61 lam gi? Di€u tra sy viec a?”

“T61 mudn 6ng giup cod ay thoat tdi.”

“T6i khong phai la ludt sw bao chira, mon cher*.”

“Vay tdi s& néi rd hon: Toi mudn éng tim bang chirng givip ludt sw cieu
co ay thodt tgi.”

“Anh ddt van dé hoi ky cuc d6.” Hercule Poirot noi.

“Y 6ng 12 vi t6i khong che ddy sy viée 4? V&i toi chuyén nay kha don
gian. Toi mudn cé gdi dé dworc trdng dn. Toi nghi 6ng 1 nguwdi duy nhat cd
the’lam diéu do!”

“Anh mudn t61 tim hi€u cac sw kién w? Tim ra sy thit w? Phat hién trén

thuc t€ da xdy ra chuyén gi u?”



“T6i mu6n Ong tim ra ba't ct sy kién nao cé lgi cho ¢b 4y.”

Hercule Poirot ti man chim diéu thudc 14 nhd xiu. Ong néi: “Nhung
diéu anh vira n6i khong di nguwoc dao 1y d6 chix? Phai, di dén tin cung sy
that 1a diéu t6i luén quan tdm. Nhwng sy that bao gio cling la con dao hai
lwoi. Gia st toi tim ra nhirng sy vi€c chong lai quy co &y thi sao? Anh ¢6
yéu cau toi im né di khong?”

Peter Lord dirng phét ddy, mit tring béch. Anh néi: “Khdng th€ nao!
Ong khong thé tim ra diéu gi bat loi cho ¢6 &y hon 1a nhitng gi di cé!
Nhitng chirng ctr két toi mot cach tuyét doi tron ven. Hang 16 16¢ chirng ctr
ban thiu nhat trén doi! Ong khong thé tim ra bat cit diéu gi két toi co Ay
day dd hon nhirng gi ¢6 dang hirng chiu! Stillfleet n6i 6ng 1a nguoi cuc ky
muu tri, vi vy t6i yéu cau 6ng dem hét tri lwc ciia minh d€ tim ra k& hé
hay mét kha nang khac.”

“C4c lut s clia c6 4y chic chén s& lam nhw vay chi#?”

“Ho ¢6 lam khéng a?” Chang trai cwoi khinh miét. “Ho da chju thua tw
triedc khi vao cudc! Ho nghi r?mg chuyén ay la v6 vong! Ho giao nhi€ém vy
bao chira cho trang sw thwong hang* Bulmer—mot ngwoi ¢6 dau 6c tha
bai, diéu d6 ty n6 da la loi t& cdo! Mot nha huing bién chuyén swdt muwot
nhan manh dén tudi tré ctia pham nhan—cé thé thoi! Nhung quan toa nhat
dinh sé khong d€ 6ng ta thanh cong theo cach aY. Chging cO chut hy vong
nao.

“Ctr cho 1a co6 &y c¢d pham toi—anh vin mudn co 4y tring 4n phai

khong?” Hercule Poirot hoi.
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“Dung the’,” Peter Lord lglng lang dép.

Hercule Poirot cya minh trén gh€”: “Anh lam t61 thich tha ddy...” Mot

vai phit sau 6ng néi: “T6i nghi anh nén k& rd cac tinh ti€t ctia vu an.”



“Ong chwa doc chuyén nay trén bdo sao?”

“C6—1t0i c6 doc qua.” Hercule Poirot phay tay. “Nhuwng bao chi toan néi
sai s that, ching bao gi¢ toi tin ca.”

“Pon gian thoi. Cuc ky don gian. Elinor Carlisle, c6 gdi &Yy, via duoc
thtra hwdng mét khu nha & gan day —1a Toa nha Hunterbury —va gia tai do
¢d rudt cia minh qua doii ma khong d€ lai di chic. Nguwoi ¢6 4y mang ho
Welman. Ba ¢6 nguoi chau bén chdng tén 1a Roderick Welman. Anh ta dinh
hén voi Elinor Carlisle —viéc nay dwoe cong nhan tw 1au, ho biét nhau tw
lic con bé ma. O Hunterbury ¢ mot ¢6 gdi con nguoi gac cong tén la Mary
Gerrard. Ba cu Welman tredc day lo cho cd ta da thir nhiang xi ngau, nu6i
cd ta an hoc v. v... K&t qua la cd ta 16t xac tré thanh quy cd. R6i hinh nhw
Roderick Welman si mé ¢ ta. Viéc hira hon trén vi th& ma tan vo.

“Gior dén cac sw viéc. Elinor rao ban ngbéi nha va mdt nguoi tén
Somervell @3 mua né. Elinor tré vé d€ thu don d6 dac caa ba co, dai loai
th&”. Con Mary Gerrard cling d&€n don dep nha thuwong tryc vi b6 ¢d ta vira
m&i mat. Chuyén d6 xay ra sang ngay 27 thang Bay.

“Elinor tro tai nha nghi dia phwong. Trén dwong di cd gap nguoi quan
gia cli 1a ba Bishop. Ba nay goi y d€n nha d€ giip cd nhung cd khang
khiing tir chdi. Sau d6 c6 d&n hang tap phdm mua pa-té cd, va & d6 cd nhéc
dén van dé ngd doc thwc pham. Hoan toan la vo tinh, 6ng thdy khong,
nhwng di nhién diéu d6 da chdng lai cd &y! C6 vao toa nha 1on, va khodng
mot gio trra ¢d xudng nha thweong tryc, & ddy Mary Gerrard dang ban ron
cung voi mot nir y ta cia Hat, mot ba toc mach tén 1a Hopkins, ba nay dén
gitp c6 ta. Elinor néi v&i ho minh da chuah bj sin may mi€ng banh xing-
uych trén nha 1én. Ho cing ¢6 1én nha lon dung xdng-uych. Khoang hon

mdt ti€ng dong h'6 sau d6 t6i duwge goi dén va thd'y Mary Gerrard bat tinh.



T6i da cd hét strc minh nhwng vo hiéu. Kham nghiém t thi thi thd'y ¢6 mot
lwong 16n morphin dwoc dung tredc d6 khong bao 1au. Canh sat con phat
hién mot manh nhan hiéu morphia hydrochlor & ngay chd Elinor Carlisle
vira bay xang-uych trwede d6.”

“Mary Gerrard con an udng gi khac nwra khong?”

“Co ta va ba y ta udng tra v&i xdng-uych. Ba nay pha tra va Mary rot ra.
Khong thé’ ¢ gi khac trong &y. TAt nhién, tdi hi€u trang sw bao chira sé lam
“am 1 quanh chi ti€t xiAng-uych, rdng ca ba cung in banh vi vy khong thé
ddm bdo 1a chi c6 mot nguwdi bi dau ddc. Chic dng con nhd ho da néi dieu
nay trong vu 4n Hearne.”

Poirot git dau néi: “Nhung trén thyc t& chuyén nay ra't don gian. Anh
lam mot ch'ong xang-uych, trong s6°do co mot cdi bi tam djc. Anh bé khay
banh. Theo phép lich sy hién nay, c6 mdt quy woc ta't yéu la ngwoi dwoc
moi s€ 18y miéng xdng-uych gdn minh nhdt. Té6i doan ching Elinor Carlisle

chia khay banh cho Mary Gerrard dau ti€n phai khong?”

“Chinh x4c.”

“Mac du lic d6 ba y ta 1a ngwoi 1on tudi hon, dang c6 mat trong
phong?”

“Phai.”

“Vay thi khong hay cho 14m.”

“Thuc sy viéc ay ch?ing sao ca. V@i bra an nhe thi dau can gitr ding
phép tic!”

“Vay ai cit xing-uych?”

“La Elinor Carlisle.”

“Co ai khac trong nha khong?”



“Khong c6 ai cd.”

Poirot 1ic dau: “Tinh hinh xau r'di. Ma cd gdi khong ding gi khdc ngoai
tra v&i xang-uych a?”

“Khong c6 gi khac. Thirc an trong da day cho thdy diéu d6.”

“Gia st Elinor hy vong céi chét cua cd géi 1a do ngd ddc thyc pham.
Vay ¢6 &y dinh giai thich th& nao vé viéc chi mdt ngwoi trong bira an bi
ngo6 doc?” Poirot héi.

“Poi khi sy viéc xdy ra nhw vdy d6. Hon nwa, cé hai hop pa-t€ —bén
ngoai nhin gidng hét nhau. C6 th€ 1a mot hop con t6t va do ngdu nhién ma
Mary an phai hop pa-té hdng.”

“Thé& thi day 1a mo6t nghién ctru thd vi vé quy ludt xac sud't!” Poirot ndi.
“Theo t6i, cac kha nang giy bat loi cho sy cd nay la ra't 1on. Nhwng mat
khac, né€u cho la dau doc bﬁng thirc dn thi tai sao khéng chon loqi thudc
doc khdc? Tri€u ching tring doc do morphin hoan toan khong gidng voi
ngd ddc thic pham chiit nao. Lé ra phai dung atropin m¢i ding!”

Peter Lord cham rdi néi: “Vang, ding theé”. Nhung con mdt chuyén ntra.
Mu y t chét tiét d6 di thé ring mu ta ma't mot 5ng morphin!”

“Luc nao?”

“0, @3 may tuan roi, vao dém ba cy Welman qua doi. Ba y td néi ring
ba ta d€ cdi cap & dai sanh va sang hom sau thi phat hi€én mat mdt 6ng
morphin. Toan huyén thuyén v& van, t6i nghi thé’. C6 the€ ba ta da lam vo
tai nha minh treedrc d6 it 1au roi quén bing di.”

“Chi twr khi Mary Gerrard chét thi ba ta m&i nho ra chuyén d6 sao?”

Peter Lord lwong ly: “That ra lic bay gio ba ta ¢d néi d€n viéc nay —

voi ¢b y ta tree chung.”



Hercule Poirot nhin Peter Lord v&i v& quan tim. Ong nhe nhang bao:
“Mon cher, t6i nghi con c6 diéu gi khac—c6 diéu anh chwa néi véi t6i.”

“Thoi vay, toi nghi 6ng nén bi€t moi viéc thi t6t hon. Ho da ban 1€nh
khai quat va s€ dao mg ba Welman 1én.”

“Eh bien?” Poirot hoi.

“Khi ti€n hanh viéc do, co khd ndng ho sé tim dwoc thir ho cdn tim—la
morphin!”

“Anh bi€t chuyén do6 sao?”

Mat Peter Lord bot bat dwdi 1op tan nhang. Anh 1am bam: “T6i ngo 1a
vay.”

Hercule Poirot vd vao thanh gh€&’, quat to: “Mon Dieu*, tdi khong hi€u
noi anh! Khi ba &y chét, anh da bi€t 1a ba &y bi gi€t a?”

,’?

Peter Lord thét 1én: “Troi oi 1a troi, khong phai thé!” Toi chwa bao gior
nghi d&n chuyén gi nhw thé ca! Tdi cho rang ba &y ty minh uéng thudc.”

Poirot thu minh trén ghé’ “A! Anh nghi thé’..”

“T4t nhién la toi nghi vay! Ba &y da ndi vai t6i vE chuyén d6. Ting hon
mot Tan hoi t6i c6 the ‘két lidu ba 4y’ dwoc khong. Ba &y ghét bénh tat,
khong the ty Iyc—ba goi d6 1a sw si nhuc phai ndm thuwon nhe mot dira bé
cho ngwoi khac cham séc. Ma ba &y lai 1a mot phu ntr ra't kién quyét.”

Anh im ldng mét chdt r'oi néi ti€p: “Toi rat bat ngo trede cdi chét cua
ba ay. T6i da khong h€ nghi vady. T6i ben bao cd y ta ra khdi phong roi
ki€m tra hét sitc ti mi. TAt nhién, khé ma chéc chin néu khong gidi phiu ti
thi. Ma lam thé thi c6 l¢i gi dau! Néu ba &y da chon cach gidi quyét chong
véanh, thi 1am "am 7 v gay tai ti€hg nhuc nha d&€1am gi kia chit! Chi bang ky

gid'y ching tr va d€ ba &y dwgrc m6 yén ma dep. Suy cho cung, tdi khong



th& chéc chin. T6i nghi ring minh di quyét dinh sai, nhung tdi khong hé
nghi d&n chuyén gian trd. T6i hoan toan tin chic ba Ay ty van.”

Poirot hdi: “Anh nghi ba &y ¢6 morphin bing cich nio?”

“T6i nghi khong ra. Tuy nhién, nhw t6i da néi, ba &y 1a mot nguoi thong
minh thdo vat, vd cung tai tri va quy€et doan.”

“C6 th€ba &y ¢6 dwoe tir cac y ta chang?”

Peter Lord 14c dau. “Khong doi nao! Ong khong hifu céc y ta dau!”

“Vay thi t ngwoi nha?”

“C6 kha nang. Ho ra't c6 th€ hanh ddng theo cam xic ctia minh.”

Hercule Poirot néi: “Anh néi ring ba Welman qua doi khong d€ lai di
chic. N€u ba &y con song thi ba &y c6 lam di chic khong?”

Peter Lord dot nhién toét miéng cwdi: “Ong sip vach ra nhitng diém
mau chot theo cdi 167 chinh x4c x4o quyét phai khong? Phai, ba &y sip lam
di chidc va rat birc xdc vé viéc &y. Ba &y khong the néi mach lac, nhwng da
td 10 y dinh ctia minh. Sdng hom &y viéc dau ti€n Elinor Carlisle 1€ ra phai
lam 1a dién thoai cho 6ng luat sw.”

“Thé& Elinor Carlisle biét ring cd minh mu&n lam di chic phai khong?
Va néu ba ¢c6 mat ma khong c6 di chic thi Elinor Carlisle s€ thtra huwdng
toan bo?”

Peter Lord voi n6i: “Co 2y khong bi€t dieu d6. Co khong hé nghi 1a ba
cd minh chwa ting lam di chic.”

“Anh ban o, d6 1a c¢6 &y noi the. Co ay co thé’da biet.”

“Nay Poirot, 6ng la cong t6" vién d6 a?”

“Trong ldc nay thi ding la vay. T6i budc phai tim hi€u tdt ca nhirng

di€ém chdng lai cd &y. C6 khi nao Elinor da 18y morphin trong chié€c cap



khong?”

“C6 chir. Thé thi ba't cr ai khdc ciing ¢6 th€'18y. Roderick Welman. Y td
O’Brien. Hodc ba't cir ngwoi gitp viéc nao.”

“Hodc 1a bac s Lord?”

Peter Lord tr& mét: “T4t nhién... Nhung diéu d6 nghia 13 sao?”

“La may maén, c6 1& th&".”

Peter Lord 1ic dau: “Néi the thi cheatng ra 1am sao! Ong phai tin t6i chi!”

Hercule Poirot nga ngwoi ra ghé’ “Nao, ching ta cing xem xét mdt gia
thiét. Thit cho ring chinh Elinor Carlisle 14y dng morphin trong ciip dwa
cho ¢6 minh. C6 ai n6i gi vé€ viéc ma't 6ng morphin khong?”

“Nguoi trong nha khong ai biét ca. Hai cd y td gitr kin chuyén d6.”

Poirot néi: “Theo y anh thi Toa sé x& thé nao?”

“Y 6ng 12 n&u ho tim thA'y morphin trong xdc ba Welman 2?2~

“Phai.”

Peter Lord qué quyét: “Cé6 kha niing 12 n&u Elinor tring 4n trwde 101 cdo
budc hién thoi thi c6 &y cling s€ bi giam lai va bi k&t toi mwu sat ¢6 minh.”

Poirot tram ngam néi: “Pong co’ hoan toan khic nhau; nghia 1a trong vu
ba Welman ddng co’ ¢6 the'la vu l¢i, con trong vu Mary Gerrard thi ddng co’
la ghen tuong.”

“Dung vay.”

“Vay luat su dinh bao chtra theo cach nao?” Poirot hoi.

Peter Lord dap: “Bulmer dinh theo cach la khong c¢6 ddng co nao ca.
Ong ta s& dwa ¥ kién 12 viéc hira hon gitra Elinor va Roderick 12 do gia dinh
sap dit, vi mudn 1am vui 1ong ba Welman nén ho dinh wéc v&i nhau, va khi

1o phu nhin qua doi thi Elinor ty minh hdy hon. Roderick s€ 1am chirng



cho viéc d6. Toi nghi hén ta hu nhur tin 13 thé1”

“Anh ta tin rang Elinor khong hé quan tim d&n minh siu sic u?”

“Phai.”

“Trong treong hop &Yy,” Poirot néi, “cd &y khong ¢6 1y do gi d€ muru sat
Mary Gerrard ca.”

“Chinh x4c.”

“Nhung n€u vay thi ai da@ mwu sat Mary Gerrard?”

“Thi dng n61 xem.”

Poirot 14c d4u. “C’est difficile*.”

Peter Lord ham hé néi: “Pung vay! N&u khong phai cd ay, thi ai giét?
C6 nudrc tra, nhwng ca y td Hopkins va Mary déu udng. Trang sw bao chira
s& c& dwa gia thiét ring Mary Gerrard tw minh ding morphin sau khi hai
nguoi kia roi khoi phong —nghia 1a thwe sy ¢ ta da te van.”

“Co 4y ¢6 ly do gi d€ ty van khong?”

“Tuyét nhién khong.”

“C0 &Yy c6 phai loai nguoi thich tw sat khong?”

“Khong.”

Poirot n6i: “Co dy la ngwoi thé nao, cdi c6 Mary Gerrard ay?”

Peter Lord cin nhic: “Cd ay—a, co6 &y 12 mot ¢d bé ngoan. Vang, dich
thye 1a mot cd bé ngoan.”

Poirot théd dai 1am bam: “Cai dng Roderick Welman &Yy, 6ng ta yéu c6 bé
c6 phai vi ¢0 ta la cd bé ngoan khdng?”

Peter Lord mim cuwdi. “Oi, toi hi€u 6ng mudn néi gi. C6 ta xinh dep,

ding vay.”



“Con ban than anh? Anh khong ¢6 cdm tinh v&i ¢6 ta sao?”

“Oi troi, khong hé.” Peter Lord nhin 6ng chong choc.

Hercule Poirot ngdm nghi gidy 1au r'6i néi: “Roderick Welman néi ring
anh ta va Elinor Carlisle quy mé€n nhau, nhwng khong hé sau dam. Anh c6
dong y vay khong?”

“Lam sao t6i bi€t dwoc cdi chuyén chét tiét &y chi?”

Poirot lac dau.

“Khi anh mé&i budc vao cin phong nay, anh d néi véi toi rang thAm my
Elinor Carlisle qua t6i m&i di yéu cdi ga miii dai khinh khinh d6. T6i xem
dé6 1a 1oi md ta vé Roderick Welman. Vay theo anh néi thi ¢6 &y ¢d quan
tam dén anh ta.”

Peter Lord byc titc ha giong: “Diing 13 nang rdt quan tim d&n hén ta!
Qua strc quan tim &y chi!”

“Vay thi da co ddng co...” Poirot ti€p.

Peter Lord quay ngodt vé phia dng, mit birng birng gian dir: “Quan trong
gi chuyén d6 co chr? Phai, bi€t dau nang da twng nhw thé! Nang cd yéu
hdn ta thi téi ciing chcv;ng them quan tam.”

“Haha!”

“Nhwng t6i da ndi roi, toi khdng mudn nang bi treo co! Gia st nang bi
d'dn vao thé tuyét vong thi sao? Tinh yéu 1a chuyén khic méic va liéu linh.
N6 ¢6 th€ khién anh tw loai sdu bo thanh nguoi cao quy—ma cling cé thé
lam mot ngwoi tir t& chinh trie bi€n thanh cidn ba! Giad s nang da lam
chuyén d6 thi 6ng khdng c6 chiit xfu tric 4 nao sao?”

“T6i khong tan d6ng chuyén giét nguoi.”

Peter Lord nhin 6ng cham cham roi quay di, lai cham cham va sau cung



pha 1én cuoi.

“N6i ra nhirng chuyén nay sao ma cau né va thi€n can dén thé&! Ai doi
ong phai tan thanh co’ ch? Téi cling khdng yéu cau dng phai néi doi! Sy
that van 1a sy that ma. N&u ong tim ra diéu gi ¢6 lgi cho bi cdo thi 6ng s&
khong im né di vi nghi nang pham t0i, ding khong nao?”

“Chéc chin 12 khong.”

“Vay thi quéi quy gi khi€n 6ng khong th€ lam viéc t6i yéu cau?”

“Ban o1, tdi d3 hoan toan sdn sang lam th& ma...” Hercule Poirot ddp.



CHUONG 9

Peter Lord hdm him nhin 6ng, anh rit khin mi-soa lau mit roi quing minh
xudng ghé’.

“Hir! Ong lam t6i phét dién ddy nay!” Anh néi. “Chaamg tha’y Ong tim ra
cai gical”

“To1 dang xem xét tinh hudng chong lai Elinor Carlisle.” Poirot dap.
“Gio thi téi hi€u roi. Mary Gerrard da bi chudc morphin, va theo tdi né
phdi dege cho vao xang-uych. Khong ai dong vao nhirng mi€ng xang-uych
ay ngoai trw Elinor Carlisle. C6 ay da c6 dong cor gi€t Mary Gerrard, va
theo y ki€n cta anh, c¢6 &y co khd ndng gi€t Mary Gerrard, va rat cé thé€
chinh c6 ay da gi€t Mary Gerrard. T6i thdy khong cé Iy do nao d€ nghi
khac di dworc.

“P6 1a mot mat cta van d€, mon ami*. Bay gio chiing ta ti€p tuc sang
buwdc hai. Hay gat bd moi diéu ma tam tri ching ta dang quan tdm d€ ti€p
can van dé tw goc dd doi nghich: Néu Elinor Carlisle khong giét Mary
Gerrard thi ai da 1am viéc d6? Hay 1a Mary Gerrard ty van?”

Peter Lord nhm ddy. Anh cau trdn gian di¥: “Ong néi thé 1a khong xdc
dang!”

“T6i w? Khong xdc ddng sao?” Poirot ¢ vé bj lang ma.

Peter Lord tiép tuc truy kich khong nao niing: “Khong xic dang! Ong
néi khéng c6 ai ngoai Elinor dong vao xing-uych. Ong 1am sao biét dwoc

diéu d6?”



“Chfmg c6 ai khéc trong nha cd.”

“La theo nhw chiing ta biét théi. Nhwng 6ng da bé qua mot quang thoi
gian ngén. D6 la Lic Elinor Carlisle roi nha lom d& xudéng nha thiworng truec.
Trong su6t thoi gian d6 xing-uych van & trén khay trong phong thirc dn, va
co thé’ké nao dé da dong vao banh.”

Poirot hit mdt hoi thit sdu: “Anh néi ding, anh ban a. T6i thwra nhén
diéu d6. Cé mot khoang thoi gian ma ai d6 ¢6 the€’ da dén gan khay banh
xang-uych. Ching ta budc phai nghi xem ké do co thé’ la ai; c6 nghia la
hang ngwoi nao...” Ong ngip ngirng.

“Chting ta hdy cAn nhic vé Mary Gerrard. C6 ai dé khong phai 1 Elinor
Carlisle, mudn co ta chét. Tagi sao? C6 ai chic chin dwoc hudng loi sau khi
cd ta chét khong? Ma c6 A%y c6 cua cai gi d€ lai khong?”

Peter Lord lac dau.

“Bay gior thi khong. Qua thang sau cd ta ¢ th€ s€ cd hai ngan bang.
Elinor Carlisle dang chuyén s6 ti€én nay cho Mary vi nang nghi ba c6 minh
mudn vdy. Nhung van dé gia san cia ldo phu nhin vin chwa dwoc giai
quy€t xong.”

“Vay chiing ta c6 th€ gat ly do ti€n bac qua mdt bén. Anh néi Mary
Gerrard 13 ngudi xinh dep. Nguwdi dep thi bao gidr cling 14m chuyén ric rdi.
Co ta c6 nhiéu nguoi theo dudi khong?”

“Chéc 1a c6. Toi khong bigt nhidu vé chuyén nay.”

“Vay ai c6 the' biét?”

Peter Lord nhan rang cuwoi: “Toi dwa 6ng dén gip y td Hopkins thi tot
hon. O thi trdn nay ba ta dding 13 cdi loa. Ba ta ranh moi chuyén xay ra &
Maidensford.”



“T6i sap hdi anh vé cdm twéng d6i vdi hai y t4.”

“A, O’Brien ngudi Ireland, 12 mot y td t6t va ¢6 ning lyc, hoi ngdc
nghé&ch lai hin hoc, cé 1& th&, thinh thodng néi ddi—theo kicu gidu tri
twdng twong, khong d&n ndi qud Itra ddo nhung du sao cling hay dom diéu
dat chuyén.”

Poirot gat gu.

“Con Hopkins 1a mdt phu ni trung ni€n khon ngoan lanh l¢i, ra't ti t& va
c6 nang lyc, nhung lai hay dom ngé chuyén ngwoi khac!”

“Né&u c6 chuyén ric r&i v&i chang trai ndo trong lang thi ba Hopkins biét
ch?”

“Chéc chén luén.” Anh chim rai n6i thém: “Du sao di nira, téi van khong
tin moi sy da ranh mach ro rang. Tt 1au Mary khong & nha. C6 ta sang Dirc
dén hai nam troi.”

“Co &y hai mwoi mot tudi a?”

“Phai.”

“C6 th€ c6 ric rdi v&i mot ga Pic ndo d6.”

Miit Peter Lord sang 1én. Anh him hé néi: “Y 6ng 1a c¢6 th€ c6 g ngwdi
Dirc ndo c6 van dé v&i co ta? Cé the hén ta da theo cd Ay t&i day, cho thoi
co’ va cudi cung da dat dworc muyc dich cia minh?”

“Nghe kha cwong diéu,” Hercule Poirot h'd nghi néi.

“Nhung ¢ khd ndng chi?”

“Khong nhiéu kha ning 1dm dau.”

“To61 khong dong y.” Peter Lord néi. “Co the’ mot ké nao d6 si mé co géi,
hén ta ndi dién khi bi ¢6 bd roi, hin nghi co6 4y x t& v&i minh. D6 ciling 1a

mot §.”



“Phai, d6 1a mét y,” Hercule Poirot ndi, nhung giong 6ng khong to vé
khich I¢.

Peter Lord nai ni: “Ong néi tiép di, 6ng Poirot.”

“R0o rang anh mudn toi lam do thuét hé, ¢ rit hét con thd nay dén con
tho kia ra tw cai mii khong hay sao?!”

“Tuy 6ng mudn nghi sao thi nghi.”

“Co mdt kha nang khac,” Hercule Poirot ndi.

“Noéi tiép di.”

“Ai do da 12y trom 6ng morphin trong cap cia y td Hopkins vao budi toi
thang Sau &Y. Gid sir Mary Gerrard da nhin thdy ké lam diéu do thi sao?”

“N€u vay thi co ta da n6i raroi.”

“Khong, khong dau, mon cher. Anh nén hi€u bi€t mot chit. Néu ai d6
nhin thd’y Elinor Carlisle, hodc Roderick, hodc y td O’Brien, hodc tham chi
ba't cit ngudi hau nao mé cip va 18y cip dng thily tinh nhd xiu A%y, thi ho s&
nghi sao? Pon gidn ho nghi ngwoi d6 dwoe ba y td nho di 18y gitim, thé
thoi. Sy viéc c6 the thoang qua dau Mary Gerrard, nhwng ¢6 the sau dé co6
ta nhé lai va ngdu nhién ma nhéc dén chuyén ndy véi ngwdi d6—ma chang
may may nghi ngo’. Nhung d6i voi ngueoi da pham toi gi€t ba Welman, thi
cir hinh dung tic dong cta I nhan xét 4y! Mary da nhin thay thi bing moi
gia Mary phai cAm hong! T6i cam doan v&i anh, anh ban a, ngwoi nao da
pham tdi giét ngwdi mot Man thi 1A't dé dang nhing tay vao toi 4c T4n thi
hai!”

Peter Lord cau may: “Cho dén nay t6i van tin ring ba Welman da tu

minh 12y thudc...”

N\ Az

“Nhung ba &y bi li¢t—khong the ty lwc—ba vira dot quy Tan thir hai
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ma.

“O, t6i biét chir. Y t6i 1a, khi dd c¢6 dwore morphin bing céch nay hay
céach khdc thi ba 4y cA't né & chd ndo d6 gan tAm tay minh.”

“Nhung trong treong hop d6 ba Ay phai ¢6 dwgc morphin triwoc con dot
quy thir hai, ma ba y t4 thi sau d6 méi ddnh méa't nd.”

“Hopkins chi nhin ra minh mat 6ng morphin sing hom dé. C6 the
chuyén da xay ra mot vai ngay tried'c ma ba ta khong d€'y thi sao!”

“Vay ldo phu nhan lam cach nao d€'18y dwgrc n6?”

“T6i khong biét. C6 th€ 1a mua chudc ngwoi hau. N&u thé thi c6 hdu ay
s€ khong bao gio’ ndi ra.”

“Anh khong nghi 1a mdt trong hai y ta ¢6 th€ bi mua chudc w?”

Lord lic dau.

“Khong dori nao! Truede hét, ca hai déu ra't nghiém tic vé dao dirc nghé
nghiép—ngoai ra ho ciing s¢ chét khi€p khi nhung tay vao viéc nhu viy.
Ho hi€u r6 m6i nguy co’ cho ban than minh.”

“Pung the.” Poirot néi. R6i 6ng tram ngam: “Cé vé nhw ching ta dang
quay lai tev ddu cau chuyén, ding khong? Ai la ngwoi ¢é nhi€u kha nang
12y 6ng morphin nhat? La Elinor Carlisle. Ching ta c6 th€ giai thich 1a vi
c6 &y mudn chic chin dwoc k& thira tron mot gia tai 1o'n. Chiing ta c¢6 the
d6 leong hon ma néi rang ¢ &y bi thiic ddy bdi long tric 4h nén da 187y cdp
morphin va lam theo yéu cau cia c6 minh—ba &y da lap di 1dp lai nhiéu
Tan di€éu nay; nhung khi ¢6 dy 18y dng morphin thi Mary da trong thay.
Nhw viy ching ta lai quay vé v&i nhirng mi€ng banh xang-uych cling ngbi
nha tr6ng va I4n ntra lai gdp Elinor Carlisle—nhung I4n nay véi mot dong

co’ khéc: gitv dau minh khong lia khoi ¢d.”



Peter Lord kéu 1€n: “That quai g¢&. T6i cho dong bi€t, nang khong phai
hang ngudi nhw the! Vi nang tién bac thue sw ching chit ¥ nghia—ma
véi Roderick Welman ciing vdy, tdi ddam chic diéu d6. Toi da tieng nghe ca
hai n6i nhiéu v€ chuyén nay!”

“Anh da tirng nghe a? That 1a thd vi. D6 1a loai phat ngdn ma ban than
toi bao gior cling day ngo vie.”

“Chét tiét, Poirot,” Peter Lord ndi, “6ng ct phéi vin veo sao cho moi
chuyén quay lai v&i c6 gdi &y moi dwoe he?”

“Khong phai 1a t6i din sy viéc di 1ong vong ma chinh ban thin né dang
vong veo. Gidng hét mii tén chi dwong trong hdi che, ctr dan ta di long
vong va khi ding lai bao gior cling dwa ta vé ding cdi tén &y— Elinor
Carlisle.”

“Khong dung!” Peter Lord noi.

Hercule Poirot budn ba 1§c d4u. Ong néi: “Cé &y c6 con ai than thich
khong, co Elinor Carlisle ay? C6 chi em hodc ho hang khong? Con cha me
khong?”

“Khong, nang m6 ¢6i—mot thadn mot minh trén dovi...”

“Sao ma 1am 1i bi dat th&! To6i chic rang Bulmer s& dién ra tro véi
chuyén nay! Vay né€u cd &y chét thi ai s€ hwdng gia tai ciia ¢6 ay?”

“T6i khong biét. T6i chwa tirng nghi dén.”

“Bao gior cling phai nghi d&n nhirng chuyén &y ch” Poirot néi giong
méng md. “Chaamg han, c6 &y c6 lam di chic khong?”

Peter Lord d6 mat ngap ngung: “To6i—t6i khong biét.”

Hercule Poirot ngwdc nhin tran nha, mwoi ddu ngén tay chum vao nhau:

“Anh bi€t do, cé 1€ anh nén ndi cho to1 bi€t.”



“N6i v&i 6ng céi gi kia?”

“Chinh xac nhirng gi anh dang nghi—ba't k€ chiing c6 thé gy hai ra sao
cho Elinor Carlisle.”

“Sao ong bi€t dwoc—?”

“Co, to1 biét chir. C6 diéu gi do—diéu tinh co trong ¥y nghi ctia anh! Anh
cling nén ndi v&i tdi, n€u khong tdi s€ hinh dung né con té hai hon 1a né
vOn ¢0.”

“Khong c6 viéc gi, that ma—"

“Nhat tri 1a khong cé chuyén gi ca. Nhung hay k€ tdi nghe xem do la
chuyén gi.”

Cham chap va mién cwong, Peter Lord d€ cdu chuyén tudn ra—céanh
Elinor ghé vao ctra s6 nha y td Hopkins va trang cwoi ctia nang.

Poirot dam chiéu néi: “Cé phai c6 &y ndi thé” nay khodng, ‘Vdy ra co
dang lam di chiic hé Mary? Thdt niec cwoi—qud doi nwe cwoi.” Anh da
tha'y qud ro 12 c¢d 4y nghi gi... C6 the co Ay da nghi ring, Mary sé khong

con song bao ldu nita...”

A 99

“T6i chi tedng twgng vay thoi. Toi khong bi€t.” Peter Lord noi.

“Anh khong chi twedng twong dau...” Poirot dép.



CHUONG 10

Hercule Poirot ng'6i trong cidn nha tranh cua y td Hopkins.

Béc si Lord dwa dng t&i ddy, gidi thiéu 6ng, va sau khi Poirot dwra mét ra
hiéu, anh da d€ hai nguoi néi chuyén riéng véi nhau.

Thoat tién y ta Hopkins kha canh gidc tredc b dang xa la clia Ong,
nhwng r'oi td ra nhanh chéng cdi m& hon. Ba say swa ndi, giong budn
budon: “Vang, that khung khi€p. Mot trong nhirng chuyén khing khi€p nhat
ma toi tirng gap. Mary 1a mot ¢6 gai xinh dep nha't tran doi. Lé ra n6 c6 the€
déng phim ba't cit lic ndo! N6 ciing 14 dira ngoan va chin chén, dwoc ngudi
khic quan tam nhi€u th¢’ ma khong ho'm minh chiit nao.”

Poirot khéo 1€o gai cau héi: “Ba mudn néi sy quan tdm cua ba Welman
danh cho c6 &y phai khong?”

“Y t6i 1a thé&". Lao phu nhan vé ciing yéu quy con bé—that d&’y, yéu kinh
khung.”

“Ngac nhién qua nhi?”” Hercule Poirot 1am bam.

“Con tuy. That ra c6 th€ l1a hoan toan twy nhién thoi. Y toi 1a...” Y t4
Hopkins cin moi ling ting. “T6i mudn néi 12 Mary c6 nhiéu diém t&t: néi
ning nhe nhang ém 4i va cw xtr dé thwong. Theo t6i, mot ngwoi trong tudi
ma c¢6 mot dira tré trung nhw thé” & bén canh thi ra't tot.”

“Co Carlisle thinh thodng vAn vé thim cd minh ch?” Hercule Poirot
hai.

“Cd Carlisle chi vé khi nao thuan tién cho co ta thoi.” Hopkins gay gét.



Poirot ha giong: “Ba khong thich c6 Carlisle.”

“DPung vay, to1 chaamg wa cO ta!” Y ta Hopkins thét Ién. “D0 sat nhan!
Quan giét ngwoi mau lanh!”

“Ai cha, toi tha’y ba da dinh ninh nhw thé r6i.”

“Y 6ng 12 sa0?” Y t4 Hopkins té vé h' nghi. “Tdi dinh ninh w?”

“Ba hoan toan tin chic c6 Ay 12 ngudi chudc morphin cho Mary Gerrard
sao?”

“Vay t6i mudn biét con ai khéac ¢ the 1am diéu d6? Ong khong dm chi
la t6i dd’y ch?”

“Ngay lic nay thi khong. Nhwng tdi clia ¢6 &y cho dén nay van chua
dwoc x4ac nhin, xin ba nhé cho.”

Y ta Hopkins binh tinh qua quyét: “Pich thyc 1a c6 ta lam. Ngoai nhirng
chuyén khac thi 6ng con nhin thd’y diéu d6 trén mait c6 ta. Sudt thoi gian Ay
c6 ta ky quic 1dm. C6 ta dwa toi 1én TAu r'oi gilt t6i lai d6—cd' tri hodn cang
lau cang t6t. Va sau khi phat hi€én Mary nhw vy, t6i quay lai nhin thi thay
trén mit cd ta hién ré ranh ranh diéu d6. Co ta biét ring tdi da biét!”

Hercule Poirot d&im chiéu né6i: “That khé ma cho rang ngwdi ndo khic da
lam viéc d6. D1 nhién 1a trie phi ¢ &y ty lam.”

“Co6 ay tw lam.” Y 6ng 1a sao? Ong cho ring Mary ty t& 4? Toi chwa bao
gio’ nghe chuyén xdng bay dén thé!”

“Ai bi€t dwgc! Tam h'on thi€u nir rat da cdm va mong manh.” Poirot
ngap ngirng. “Theo tdi diéu d6 cling c6 the 18m chir? C6 Ay c6 th€ 1én bd gi
dé6 vao tach tra cia minh ma ba khong d€’'y thi sao?”

“Lén bd vao tach cia minh, y 6ng 1a vy a?”

“Phai. Bau phai lic nao ba cling quan sat c6 8y dau.”



“T6i khong d& mit d&n con bé 4? Khong diing. ff, ctr xem nhw con bé cd
thé’lam diéu d6... Nhwng nd lam thé” d€’ lam gi kia cht? That vo 1y!”

Hercule Poirot 18¢c dau va trd vé thai do vira roi: “TAm h'dn thiéu ni. ..
nhw t6i ndi, nhay cam 14m. Biét dau lai chéng la mot mo1 tinh ba't hanh—"

Y t4 Hopkins khit mii: “Bon con gai chfmg tw t& vi tinh—trwe phi chiing
10’ c6 mang—ma t6i ndi cho 6ng bi€t nhé, Mary thi khong nhw thé’dau!” Ba
ta him he nhin Poirot nhw mudn gay su.

“Vay khong phai c¢6 &y dang yéu a?”

“Khong. N6 hoan toan thich ty do. Say mé cong viéc va song vui vé.”

“Nhung chic co 4y phai c6 nhiéu ngwdi deo dudi, vi co Ay rat quyén rii
ma.”

“N6 khong phai nher ma’y dira con gdi khéu ggii va ngu ngd'c ngoai kia
dau! N6 song ra't kin dao!”

“Nhung trong lang chic phai cé nhitng chang trai si mé cd ay.”

“Tat nhién, c6 Ted Bigland.” Y ta Hopkins noi.

Poirot moi dwgc nhi€u chi ti€t vé Ted Bigland.

“Cau ta si Mary 1dm,” Hopkins néi. “Nhung nhw t6i d4 néi v&i con bé,
n6 hon hén ciu ta mot bac.”

“Chéc cau ta byc tirc vi ¢d &y khong hé d&€ mét d&n minh phai khong?”

“Cau ta dau kh& 1am, diing vay,” Hopkins thira nhan.

“Va do'16i cho t6i nira.”

“Céau ta nghi 12 do 16i caa ba sao?”

“P6 1a cau ta néi vay. T6i hoan toan ¢6 quyén gép y cho con bé chir.
DAu sao tdi cling hi€u biét chuyén doi ma. Toi khong mudn con bé udng

phi doi minh.”



Poirot nhe nhang n6i: “Diéu gi khi€n ba quan tim dén c6 gai 2y nhi€u
theé™?”

“A, toi ciing chéng biét ntra...” Y td Hopkins ngdp ngwng. Ba ta hoi
nguwong ngung bén 1€n. “Co chuyén—a—chuyén lang man vé Mary.”

Poirot n6i nhd: “C6 1€ 1a vé ¢é dy chir khdng phéi vé hoan canh ¢ Ay
nhi. C6 &y la con ngwoi gac cong ding khong?”

“O vang— vang, ta't nhién. It ra thi—”

Ba ta ngan ngw nhin Poirot, lic nay dang chidm chd nhin ba v&i vé dong

Pl

cam.

“That ra n6 khong phai 1a con gai 1do Gerrard.” Y td Hopkins bat ngo
th& 1. “Ong ta n6i véi toi nhu the'. B& né 1a quy toc.”

“T6i hiéu...” Poirot thi tham. “Con me ¢ ay?”

Y t4 Hopkins d&n do, cdn mdi réi néi ti&p: “Me con bé ting 12 hau gdi
cta lao phu nhan Welman. Sau khi Mary ra doi chi ta m&i k€t hon voi
Gerrard.”

“Qua nhw loi ba, mot chuyén tinh 1ang man—mot thién tinh s bi an.”

Mait Hopkins twoi roi.

“Ping khong nao? Ta khong thé khong quan tim dén ai d6 mot khi ta
bi€t nhirng chuyén vé ho ma khong ai khic dwoc biét. Cling do tinh co’ ma
to1 kham phd ra nhi€u di€u. That ra chinh y tda O’Brien da kéo t61 vao vu
nay, nhung do lai 1a chuyén khac. bung nhw 6ng néi, d6 1a cau chuyén qua
khtr rd't dang quan tim. C6 nhiéu bi kich xay ra ma khong ai ngo’ t&i. Cude
doi nay that bu'6n.”

Poirot thé dai 1dc déu.

bot nhién y td Hopkins hdt hoang néi: “Nhung 1€ ra t61 khong dwoc



phép néi thé nay. LE ra t6i khong nén 16 ra ba't cir di€u gi! Suy cho cuing thi
ching 1am gi dwoc trong chuyén niy nira. Pdi v&i cude doi ndy, Mary van
la con gai Gerrard, va khéng nén c6 bt ctr 101 bong gié nao khac lam ton
hai thanh danh con bé dwdi mét thién ha sau khi né da chét! Ong ta cudi
me con bé, vy la da roéi.”

“Nhung ¢4 1€ ba biét cha rudt ctia ¢6 &y la ai chir?” Poirot néi nho.

“A, c6 the tdi biét,” Hopkins mién cwdng ddp, “nhung ciing c6 thé toi
khong bi€t. Nghia 1a, t6i khong biét gi ca, tdi chi doan mo thoi. Chuyén xau
cang d€ lau ngay thi cang nhiéu nguoi bi€t! Nhwng toi chfmg phai hang 14m
diéu, va toi sé€ khdng ndi 1ol nao nira.”

Poirot khéo 1€o rit khédi cudc tranh cdi va tdn cong sang deé tai khéc:
“Con mdt chuyén khdc nira—chuyén nay t& nhi 1dm. Nhung tdi chic chin
c6 th€ tin vao tinh than trong cta ba.”

Y td Hopkins lién ty ki€m ch&’, ba ta cwoi twoi chi't phac.

Poirot ti€p tuc: “To1 mudn ndi vé Roderick Welman. Toi nghe noi Ong ta
bi Mary Gerrard hop h'on.”

“Ong ta d& guc vi con bé!”

“Mac dau ldc d6 6ng ta da hira hon véi ¢6 Carlisle sao?”

“Né&u 6ng hoi thi téi ndi, 6ng ta chwa bao gio' yéu cd Carlisle thuc su.
Theo cach néi cua toi 1a khong hé say c6 ta.”

Poirot dung mdt tw ¢l d€ hoi: “Vay Mary —a—c6 khuy&n khich 6ng ta
tan tinh minh khong?

“No6 xt sw ra't dang hoang. Khong ai ¢6 the néi con bé 16i kéo 6ng ta vao
chuyén nay!”

“Cd &y c6 yéu dng ta khong?” Poirot hdi.



“Khong,” Hopkins déap coc 16c.

“Nhung c6 &Yy thich 6ng ta ch?”

“O vang, n6 ciing thich éng ta doi chuit.”

“Vay theo td6i som mudn gi cling c¢6 chuyén xay ra, ding khong?”

Y td Hopkins thira nhan.

“C6 the. Nhung Mary da khong lam diéu gi voi va. Lic & day, con bé
néi rang dng ta da hira hdn véi c¢d Carlisle thi khong dwoc quyén lam vay.
Va khi 6ng ta d€n tim né & London thi n6 cling néi hét nhw the".”

Poirot héi, vé boc tryc duyén dang: “Ban than ba nghi gi vé Ong
Roderick Welman?”

“Ong ta 12 mot chang trai khd t& t&, tuy nhién tinh hoi néng ndy, ki€u 4y
chic sau nay s& méc chirng in khong tiéu. Nhitng ngudi cdu kinh thwong
nhw vay.”

“Ong ta ¢6 yéu mén ba c¢6 minh nhiéu khong?”

“To1 nghi 1a c6.”

“Ong &Yy c6 & bén ba cu thwdng xuyén khi ba bénh niing khong?”

“Y ong 1a khi ba &y bj dot quy Tan thir hai chir gi? Cdi dém ma cd hai
vira Ve trede lic ba mat &y a? Toi nghi 6ng ta thdm chi con chwa vao
phong ba nwra 1a!”

“Rala the.”

“Ba cu khong cho goi Ong ta. Va di nhién ching t61 khong nghi ba lai ra
di s&m nhw th&". Nhiéu nguoi thé” dd’y 6ng a, ho ludn tranh xa phong bénh.
Ho khong chiu dwng noi. Khong phai ho vo tdim ma chi vi ho khong mudn
dau long th6i.”

Poirot gat dau vé hiéu biét: “Ba c6 chdc chan 6ng Welman khong vao



phong cd minh tredre khi ba &y ma't khong?”

“Trong khi #6i tryc thi chic chin vay! Liic ba gio sing O’Brien vao thay
ca cho t0i, ¢6 the' cd Ay da gap Ong ta triedre khi hét ca triee ctia minh, nhwng
n&u the thi c6 ta da khong ndi cho tdi bi€t.”

“Cé th& nao dng ta vio phong khi ba ving mit khong?” Poirot go1i .

“T6i khong bao gio' bd méc bénh nhan cia minh, thwa 6ng Poirot.” Y ta
Hopkins ngét 167.

“Y t6i khong phai vdy dau, xin ba thi 186i. Toi nghi c6 the ba phai di dun
nuwdc hodc xudng dwdi nha tim thir gi d6 dung cho tinh tdo.”

Pugc xoa diu, Hopkins néi: “Toi ¢6 xudng Tdu d€ thay nwde nong va rét
day cac chai. T6i bi€t ¢6 &m nwdc dang dun trong bép.”

“Ba ra ngoai c6 lau khong?”

“Co Ié khoang nam phut.”

“A, vay thi liic &y 6ng Welman ¢ thé’da ghé vao thim ba cu ching?”

“Né&u 6ng ta vao thi chic phai ri't nhanh.”

Poirot thd dai: “Nhw ba ndi, dan 6ng thwong hay tranh xa chuyén dau
Om. Chi c6 phu ni*r m¢&i giau long nhin di. Khong c¢6 ho thi ching tdi biét
lam sao day, dic biét 1a nhirng phu nr [am ngh€ nhwr ba—mot ngh€ thuc sy
cao quy.”

Y ti Hopkins hoi dd mit: “Ong that t& t&. Ban than toi chaalng bao gio
nghi vé ngh€ cia minh nhw thé ca. Lam diéu dwong that qua vat va dén
murc ngwoi ta khdong nghi dén khia canh cao quy ctia né.”

“Con diéu gi khac ba c6 th€ néi v&i téi vE Mary Gerrard khong?”

Hopkins ngdp ngung h'6i 1au mai trd 1ovi: “T6i khong biét gi ca.”

“Ba c6 hoan toan chdc chdn khong?”



“Ong khong hi€u dau.” Hopkins néi ¢6 phan thi€u mach lac. “T6i yéu
mén Mary.”
“Vay khong con diéu gi ba cé the' ke toi nghe nira sao?”

“Khong, khdng con gi nira! Dirt khoat thé”.”



CHUONG 11

Trudc vé duwong bé ctia ba Bishop trong bd trang phuc mau den, sy ¢6 mat
cta Hercule Poirot that khiém t6n va tdm thwong!

Khong dé khién ba Bishop bt dé dit di, bdi 18 ba la thanh vién phdi
Bao tht v&i théi quen va quan niém kich liét bai ngoai. Ma Hercule Poirot
o ranh ranh 1a ngeoi nwde ngoai. Ba td ra lanh nhat, nhin 6ng day ac cam
va nghi ngo'.

Loi gidi thiéu cta bac si Lord chi lam tinh hinh diu di ti chit. Khi bac si
Lord di r'6i, ba ta néi: “T6i chic chin bdc si Lord 1 béc si gidi tay nghé va
tot bung. Con nguwoi tién nhiém cia 6ng &y, bac si Ransome thi da ¢ day
nhiéu nam roi!”

Dbiéu d6 c6 nghia la bac s Ransome dwore tin twdng vi 6ng biét cach xu
st phil horp v&i dan hat ndly. Con béc si Lord, mdt thang nhéc tic trach, mot
ké m&i pha't da thé” chd ong Ransome, thi chi dwoc xem 12 ‘gidi tay nghé’
ma thdi. Thai do ba Bishop nhr mudn néi ring, chi gidi tay nghé thoi 1a
chwa du!

Hercule Poirot 1a ngwoi khéo 1éo va gidi thuyét phuc. Nhwng du ong td
ra khon ngoan dén diu thi ba Bishop van td ra bang quan va khong xiéu
long.

Céi chét cia ba Welman that ddng buon. Ba von dwgc dan trong vung
v6 ciing kinh trong. Viéc ¢6 Carlisle bi bit giam 1a chuyén ‘O nhuc!” va Ia

k€t qua cta ‘nhirng chi€u trd nanh 4c cda canh sat’. Con vé cdi chét cua



Mary Gerrard thi cdi nhin cta ba Bishop cwc ky mo' h'6, hau nhw ba chi ¢6
the noéi, “T6i khong thé€ ndi, that daYy...”

Hercule Poirot di nwéc ¢ chét. Ong k&€ ti mi chuyén viéng thim
Sandringham vira qua cta minh v&i vé& ty hio ngd nghéch. Ong td long
nguwong mo vé thanh lich, cung cach gian di cing thdi do an can cua Hoang
gia.

Ba Bishop hang ngay van theo ddi hoat dong ctia Hoang gia qua cic
thong twr ctia triéu dinh, lién td ra Iing dju. Suy cho ciing, néu Hoang gia da
ti€p don ong Poirot thi... a, dwong nhién moi sy khéac hin. Bishop 1a ai ma
con do du ngudi nwde ngoai véi ching nwde ngoai, mot khi Hoang gia da
di trwdre r'6i?

Ch:flng ma’y chdc ba ta va 6ng Poirot da tro chuyén vui vé vé mot dé tai
thye sy ly thi—khong gi khac hon 1a viéc tuy€n chon mét phu quan twong
lai xirng dang cho cdng chia Elizabeth.

Sau ctung khi da mét nhoai v&i cac ing vién kha di nhung ‘chwa dat tiéu
chuan’, cau chuyén lai xoay sang pham vi it phan kh&i hon. Poirot nhan
xét: “Chao 0i, hon nhan thwong ddy hi€m nguy va chong gai cam bay!”

“That vay, ca viéc ly hon ntra, that dang kinh tm.” Ba Bishop néi nhuw
the dang nhic d&n mot bénh truyén nhiém nhuw thiy du vay.

“T6i cho ring trwde khi qua dovi, ba Welman chéc phai lo 14ng cho chdu
gdi minh yén noi &m chd nhi?” Poirot néi.

Ba Bishop cui dau.

“Vang, ding th€”. Viéc hira hon gitra ¢6 Elinor va cau Roderick da khién
ba 2y nhe nhom. Ba lu6én dat hy vong vao viéc ay.”

Poirot danh bao hoi: “Viéc dinh hon c6 1€ mot phan 1a @€' lam vui long ba



a'y phai khong?”

“O khong thwa 6ng Poirot, téi khong néi thé’. Co Elinor bao gi¢r ciing tin
tuy v&i cdu Roderick—1ludn ludn la th€, hét nhwe mot dia tré. CO ay la
ngwoi hét stre trung hiu va tan tinh!”

Poirot néi nhd: “Con 6ng ta?”

“Cau Roderick ciing rat tdn tim voi cd Elinor.” Ba Bishop tra 1oi moc
mac.

“Thé& ma hon wdce lai 6 vo u?”

Mt ba Bishop tng h'ong, ba néi: “La do mwu d'6 cta loai rin doc nap
trong bai cd, dng Poirot a.”

“That vay sao?” Poirot c6 vé an twong.

Ba Bishop cét nghia, mit vin con dd bing: “Theo 1é thudng, & ving nay
nhic d&n ngudi qud cd thi phai ton trong. Nhuwng con nhd Ay qua 13 hang
cw xt Itra loc doi tra, thwa 6ng Poirot.”

Poirot ddm chi€u nhin ba h'61 lau. R'61 6ng néi, hoan toan khong chut
muu meo: “Ba lam t6i ba't ngo dd’y. Téi lai ¢ an twong d6 1a mdt cod gai
rat gian di khi€m ton.”

Ba Bishop rung rung cim: “Ong Poirot a, né ma manh 14m. Thién ha déu
bi né cho vao trong ca. C6 y ta Hopkins chaalng han! Phai, cd ba chu tdi
nghi€p cua téi nwra!”

Poirot gat gu td vé dong cam va tac lwoi mot cai.

Ba Bishop dwoc khich 1€ bdi am thanh &y beén ndi ti€p: “That da’y, ba
chu t6i ngay cang y&€u di, con con kia thi khéo chi€m 18y long tin cua ba.
N6 biét ro lam thé nao cé lgii cho minh. N6 quanh quan bén ba cu, doc sach

cho ba nghe, hai hoa thom mang tang ba. Vi thé€” luc nao ba ciing Mary thé¢’



nay Mary thé kia v&i lai ‘Mary dau r6i?’! Lai con tién bac ba chi cho né
ntra! Toan nhirng treong cao cdp voi cac 1op hudn luyén ti€u the con nha
giau & ngoai qudc. Ma né chi 1a con géi lao Gerrard th6i day! Ldo ta c6
thich thé dau! Lao thwong than phién ki€u cach quy c6 cua né. Con dy la
dira tham tréo cao ma!”

Lan nay Poirot 1ic d4u té vé thwong hai: “Oi troi!”

“R'6i nd lai vui vé d€’ 18y long cdu Roddy! Cau &y qua don gian lam sao
hi€u dwoe con ngwoi that cta nd! C6 Elinor 1a mét ti€u thw ra't tir t&€, tat
nhién cling khdng nhan thay chuyén gi dang xay ra. Nhwng dan 6ng thi déu
cling mot giudc, ho ra't dé bj sap biy bdi mi ngoai xinh dep va loi ninh not
phinh pho!”

Poirot thé dai. “Cé ai ciing tang 1&p theo dudi cb ta khong?” Ong hoi.

“C6 chir a. La Ted, con trai Rufus Bigland, mdt chang trai tir t&, Oi,
nhwng ¢b nang kia ctr ra di€u minh cao quy hon céu ta! Téi khong chiu noi
cdi 161 lam di¢u lam b ay!”

“Anh ta khong byc tirc vi c6 &y xtr sy voi minh nhw thé sao?” Poirot
héi.

“Cé chir. Thang bé budc toi con no ling nhing v&i cau Roddy. Toi bigt
chic nhu the, va toi chfmg trach thang bé da dau khs.”

“To1 cung khong trach cdu ta,” Poirot noi. “Ba khié€n t61 thdy thua vi vO
cung ba Bishop a. Mot s& nguwoi ¢d kha nang gidi thi€éu mot tinh cach rd
rang va hiing h'on chi thong qua mét vai tee. Qua 1a mdt nang khi€u Ion.
Cudi cung t6i da c6 birc chan dung ré nét ciia Mary Gerrard.”

“Xin 6ng nh¢d cho la t6i khdng néi 1o nao chdng lai con bé &y cd! Gio
o ta dd ndm dudi mo, tdi khong nén 1am thé. Nhung 16 rang co ta da giy

ra bi€t bao rac roi!”’



Poirot 1am bam: “T6i ty hoi sw viéc &Yy 1€ ra phai k&t thic ra sao nhi?”

“P6 1a didu tdi mudn néi!” Ba Bishop ddp. “Ong c6 thé tin toi thwa ong
Poirot, n€u ba chu kinh mén cua t6i khong qua doi thi khong hi€u két cuc
moi viéc s€ nhw thé€ nao nwra! Vao lic &y cdi chét cia ba gdy chan dong ghé
gom, nhung gio’ t6i tha'y hda ra lai may!”

“Y ba 12 sao?” Poirot hdi.

Ba Bishop trinh trong dap: “T6i1 da gap chuyén nay khong bi€t bao nhiéu
Tan. Chuyén xay ra & cac noi ma chi rudt tdi gidp viéc. Mot Ian 6ng cu dai
td Randolph qua do1i, c6 xu cic ndo ong ta cling d€ lai cd cho mot con tric
nét & Eastbourne, con ba vo toi nghi€p ctia 6ng thi cheatng dwoc gi. Mot Tan
khac ba ldo Dacres trao hét tai san cho ngwoi choi dan ng & nha tho—mot
anh chang téc dai thAm thwot, trong khi ba ta van con con géi v&i con &)

“Theo t6i hi€u, y ba 1a ba Welman c¢6 th€ sé d€ hét tién cia cho Mary
Gerrard phai khong?” Poirot n6i.

“Chuyén 8y voi toi chaamg c6 gi ba't ngdr ca! Chic chin d6 1a diéu cd géi
kia mudn dat dwgc. Nhwng n€u t6i dam ca gan néi mdt ti€ng thi ba Welman
s& sin sang cit d4u tdi ngay, cho du téi di 1am viéc cho ba 4y gan hai muoi
nim. Cudc doi bac béo 1dm 6ng Poirot a. Minh ¢t nai lung ra phuc dich ma
chealng dwore ngwoi ta danh gia cao.”

“Chao 01, that chi 1y!” Poirot thé dai.

“Nhwng céi 4c dau c¢6 lam mwa lam gié dworc mai.” Ba Bishop noi.

“Pung thé&". Gio’ Mary Gerrard chét roi...”

Ba Bishop td vé thoai mai: “Co ta da dén ngay dén tdi, va ching ta
khong can phai phan xét.”

Poirot tram ngam: “Nhwng tinh huéng vé cdi chét cta cd ta cé vé hoan



toan khong gidi thich dwoe.”

“Pam canh sat kia chi toan y nghi tai ac,” ba Bishop ndi. “Lam sao mdt
tieu thw dong doi, dwoc gido duc ti t&€ nhw ¢6 Elinor lai ¢é the di dau doc
ngudi khdc kia chi¥? Ho cir c& 16i kéo t6i vao viée niy, bao tdi khai rang
thai d6 ti€u thw hom &y ra't khac thweong!”

“Nhung thé 1a khong cé gi khac thwong sao?”

“Ma tai sao lai khong khac thwong nhi?” Ba Bishop won nguc. “Co
Elinor 1a mot quy cd da cam. C6 dén d€ thu don @6 dac ctia ¢6 minh—viéc
d6 dau budn 1dm chi.”

Poirot guc gic td vé dong tinh: “Péng ra sé dé dang hon cho ¢d 4y néu
co ba cung di.”

“Tbi ciing mudn di, nhung cd &y ngdt 11 to6i ngay 1ap tire. Oi, ¢6 Elinor
bao gio’ cling 12 mot tiéu thw kiéu hanh va kin ddo. Tuy vay to6i van wdc gi
toi da di cung c6 ay.”

“Vay ba khong nghi di theo c6 &y dén tan nha sao?” Poirot néi nhd.

Ba Bishop dwong bé ngudc dau 1én: “To6i khong d€n noi ma nguoi ta
khong cén to1, thwa 6ng Poirot.”

Poirot t6 ra ling ting, 6ng 1am bam: “Ngoai ra, ba cé viéc gi quan trong
vao budi sang hom ay khong?”

“T6i nhé hom 4y 12 mot ngay néng birc. Trdi oi 1dm.” Ba thé dai. “Toi
di by d€n nghia trang dit hoa td long ton kinh 1én m¢ ba Welman, va t6i da
phai & lai d6 kha l1au. Troi ndng qué khién toi bi kiét stec 2y ma. Qua gio an
trira tdi m&i vé nha, em gdi t6i vd cling lo 14ng khi thAy nguwdi tdi néng
bwrng buing. C6 &y bdo thoi tiét thé nay thi 1€ ra khdng nén di nghia trang.”

Poirot nhin ba nguong mo: “Téi theém dwoe nhw ba, thwa ba Bishop.



That dé chju khi khong c6 gi phai trdch méc ban thin sau cdi chét cla
ngudi khic. Toi nghi dng Roderick Welman chéc phdi ti trach minh dém
hom &y da khong vao tham ba cd, médc du dwong nhién 6ng 2y khong heé
bi€t ba cu lai ra di qua nhanh nhw the".”

“Nhung dng di [Am to thwa dng Poirot, t6i c6 thé néi chic nhu the’. Cau
Roddy da vao phong ba cu. Lic &Yy t6i dang ding & dau cau thang ma. T6i
nghe ti€ng c¢6 y td di xudng lau, va téi nghi minh nén vao xem ba chu c¢6
can gi khong, vi 6ng biét da'y, cac ¢ y ta bao gior cling xudng nha dwdi 1€
la tdn d6c v&i bon hdu gai hodc doi ching phuc dich nay no. C6 Hopkins
thi khong t€ nhw c6 y td Ireland téc dd, cdi c6 nay lic nao ciing huyén
thuyén va giy phién phirc di chuyén! Nhung nhw vira néi, tdéi nghi minh
chi ghé qua xem moi viéc cé on khdng, thi ngay ldc &y t6i trong tha’y ciu
Roddy 1én vao phong ba c6. T6i khong rd ba c6 bi€t cau vao khong, nhwng
dau sao cau ay ciing khong cé gi phai ty trach minh ca!”

“Ong &Yy tAm tinh hoi néng ndy nhi.”

“Chi gan d¢ ti chut thoi. Cau &y bao gio ciing thé".”

“Ba Bishop a, ba 1a ngwoi rat am hi€u. T6i danh giad cao cac y kién cua
ba. V€ cdi chét cia Mary Gerrard thi ba nghi dau la sy that?”

Ba Bishop khut khit miii: “Theo t6i thi khd rd rang! Mot trong nhirng
hop pa-té gm ghi€c cha 1ao Abbott chir gi. Nhirng thir 4y da cha't trén ké
hang thang! Mot nguoi ho hang cda tdi ¢6 Ian suyt chét v&i cua dong hdp
day!”

“Th& con morphin tim thdy trong xac chét thi sao?” Poirot phan do1i.

Ba Bishop dong dac noi: “T6i cheamg bi€t gi vé morphin ca! Nhwng toi
biét th& nao 1a bdc si: Ct bao ho tim ki€m thr gi thi ho s€ tim ra thw !

Pa-té ca hong v&i ho la chwa dii!”



Poirot n6i: “Ba khong nghi 1 ¢6 thé€ ¢o &y ty van sao?”
“Co ta 4?” Ba Bishop khit miii. “Chic chén 12 khong. Chazlng phai ¢6 ta

dinh curdi cdu Roddy d6 sao? Co ta ma tw t w? Khong doi nao!”



CHUONG 12

Vi hom &y la chu nhit nén Hercule Poirot tim gdp Ted Bigland & trang trai
cua bd cdu ta.

Goi chuyén vé&i Ted Bigland ching may khé. Chang trai dwong nhw chi
cho dip d€ dwore gidi tda. Cau tw ly ndi: “Vay ra ngai dang cd tim ra ké nao
da gi€t Mary sao thwa ngai? Chuyén nay bi an qua.”

“Cau khong tin 1a cd Carlisle giét co 8y chxr?” Poirot hoi.

Ted Bigland cau may—vé boi r6i that tha. Cau cham rai néi: “Co
Carlisle 1a mot ti€u thw, thwa ngai. Co &y la ngwoi—a, chau khong the hinh
dung cd Ay lai lam chuyén hung dc nhw thé, chic ngai hi€u y chdu. Suy cho
cling chic gi quy cd tir t& &'y lai lam thé&’, phai khong thwra ngai?”

Hercule Poirot gat dau vé tram mic suy tw: “Pung, xem ra khong phai
vay... Nhueng mot khi ghen tudbng—"

Ong ngp ngirng, nhin chang thanh nién dién trai kha vam v& trede mit
minh.

Ted Bigland néi ngay: “Ghen tuéng a? Chau hi€u sy viéc c6 thé€ xay ra
theo huwdng &y; nhung thwong thi mot gd dan 6ng do udng say va bi kich
dong thi m&i ndi xung roi [ong 1én nhw ké khat mau. Con cd Elinor—mot
tieu thw t6't bung hién lanh thé kia—"

“Nhung Mary Gerrard da chét... va co &y khong ché€t mot cach tu
nhién. Cau c6 y gi—cd diéu gi cau c6 the' ndi de€ gidp ta tim ra ké gi€t Mary
Gerrard khong?”



Chang trai chdm chiam lic dau: “Cé vé nhw khong ding nhuw vay.
Chuyén ai d6 giét Mary la khong the, n€u nhw ngai hi€u y chau. Co 2y la—
cO 2y giong nhe mot bong hoa.”

Va dot nhién, vao gidy phut song dong &y, Hercule Poitor ¢4 thém y
niém ma&i vé ¢6 gdi qua c6... Trong giong ndi chd't phic ngdp ngwng kia,
Mary sdng lai that twoi tdn ruc ror. Co ay gidng nhw mot béng hoa.

Ba't chot 4p d&€n mot cdm gidc mAt mat tha'm thia, mot ndi dO vo slu
sic...

Cau n6i nay ndi ti€p cau kia troi qua trong dau dng. Lo Peter Lord: “Pd
la mot c6 bé ngoan.” Y ta Hopkins thi: “Bdt cw liic nao no ciing di dong
phim dwgc.” Ba Bishop chua cay: “Khong chiu noi cdi cdch lam diéu lam
bd ciia c6 ta.” Va cudi cung, mot nhan xét nhe nhang dang kinh ngac: “Cé
ay giong nhw mot bong hoa.”

“Nhwng, thé thi...?” Hercule Poirot x0e hai tay phac ct chi do hoi.

Ted Bigland gat d4u. Trong ddi mét ciu ta 1a cdi nhin cAm ling d& din
cta con thi dau don: “Thwa ngai, chau biét theé”a. Chau bié€t ngai néi ding,
c6 Ay khong ty nhién ma chét. Nhung chdu van ty hoi...”

Cau ngip ngung.

“Gi kia?” Poirot hdi.

“Chau ty hoi phai chang d6 1a mét tai ngn?” Ted Bigland cham rai no6i.

“Tai nan a? Nhung tai nan gi m&i dwoe chi?”

“Chdu hiéu thwa ngai. N6i thé& c6 th€ 1a vO nghia, nhung chau van ci
nghi di nghi lai mai, va theo chdu sy viéc phai la nhw vay. Cé diéu gi do
khong dy dijnh xay ra hodc diéu gi d6 hoan toan do so sudt. A—chi 1a, chi

la tai ngn ma thoi/”



Cau ta khan khoan nhin Poirot, td vé bdi rdi vi khong bi€t hung bién.

Poirot im ling h'di 1au. C6 vé nhur 6ng dang cin nhéc, va sau cling dng
1€n ti€ng: “Piéu cau cam nhan cling dang quan tam daYy.”

Ted Bigland néi giong khah khodn: “Ch4u ddm chic diéu chdu néi chéng
nghia ly gi v&i ngai cd, thwa ngai. Chau khong th€ suy luin chuyén xay ra
thé’nao va vi sao, ma chau chi cdm thdy th& thoi.”

“Cam gidc doi khi 1a ngwoi dan dwong quan trong... Mong c4u tha 16i
néu ta cham vao ndi dau cia ciu, nhwng c6 phai ciu ra't quan tAm dén Mary
Gerrard khong?”

Guong mit r4m ning chot t6i sAm, Ted that tha d4p: “Chuyén Ay thi &
day ai cling bi€t, chau nghi vay.”

“Cau mubn cwdi cd &y phai khong?”

“Vang a.”

“Nhung c6 4y —khong bing long 47

Ted lai t61 sdm madt, cd& nén con gidn: “Thién ha c6 long t6t, nhwng
khong nén can thiép r'6i lam hdng cudc doii ngwoi khéac. Ba cdi chuyén hoc
hanh va xua't ngoai 'y, chiing da lam Mary thay doi. Chau khong néi c¢6 ay
hw hong hay tw cao ty dai—c6 &y khong phai vdy. Nhung nd... 6i, n6 lam
cd &y hoang mang! C6 &y khdng con bi€t minh dang & dau nira. Co ay—a,
no6i hoi tho 10—v&i chdu thi ¢d Ay rat tuyét; nhung cd 4y van con chua
xtng vori mot quy 6ng thir thiét nhw 6ng Welman.”

Hercule Poirot nhin Ted: “Cau khong thich 6ng Welman a?”

Ted Bigland tho bao néi: “Tai sao t6i phéi thich kia ch®? Ong Welman
tot thoi, to1 khong cé di€u gi chong lai 6ng ta. Nhwng 6ng ta thi tai can gi!

T6i ¢6 the nhic 6ng ta 1én ma vin 1am hai khidc. Ong ta thong thai 1dm, ct



cho la vay di... nhung di€u d6 chéng gidp ich gi néu xe hoi cia 6ng ta bi
héng, chfmg han th€&”. Ta c6 th€ biét cach lai xe, nhwng khong loai trir ta sé
ba't lc nhw dira bé &m ngtra trong khi viéc can lam chi 12 g& cdi ma-nhé-
t0* ra ma lau chui la xong.”

“Ta’t nhién roi, cau lam viéc & gara xe hoi a?”

“Gara Henderson, & cudi dwong nay.” Ted Bigland git d4u.

“Vao buoi sang khi—xay ra chuyén thi cdu dang & d6 ch?”

“Vang a, chau dang ki€m tra xe cho mot quy 6ng. Xe ¢6 truc trac dau d6
ma chdu chwa tim ra. Chdau cho xe chay vong quanh mét ldc. Gio’ nghi lai
c6 vé that ky quiic. D6 1a mot ngay dep troi, hoa kim ngan van con né bén
bo diu... Mary thich hoa kim ngan. H6i ¢6 4y chwa ra nwdc ngoai, ching
chdu thwong cung nhau di hdi hoa...”

V& bdi rdi that tha lai hién ra trén gwong mat chang trai.

Hercule Poirot lang thinh.

Ted Bigland giat ndy minh nhw vwra thoat khdi trang thai mat h'on, ciu ta
noi: “Chau xin 16i thwa ngai, xin ngai quén di nhitng gi chdu néi vé ong
Welman. Ong 4y ¢t 1ing nhing bam 14’y Mary 1am chdu kh& tim 14m. L& ra
ong ta nén d€ yén cho co6 &y. C6 Ay dau phdi ngwoi cling hang voi 6ng ta—
thuc su 1a the'.”

“Cau c6 nghi 1a c6 &y quan tdm dén Ong ta khong?”

Ted Bigland lai cau may: “Chau khong —thwc sy khong nghi vdy. Nhung
cling ¢6 theé ¢6 &y ¢6 quan tdm, chau khdng biét dwore.”

“Mary cé quen nguoi dan dng nao khac khong? Ai d6 ma cd &y gap &
nude ngoai ching han?”

“Chau khong biét, thwa ngai. Co 2y chflng hé nhic dén ai ca.”



“Con & Maidensford nay —c6 &y c6 ké thu khong?”

“Y ngai 1a ai d6 c¢6 chuyén v&i cd ay?” Chang trai 14c dau. “Cheamg ai
bi€t rd vé co Ay ca, nhung moi ngwoi déu mén cd ay.”

“Thé& ba Bishop quan gia & Hunterbury, ba &y c6 thich Mary khéng?”

Ted chot toét miéng cudi: “O, chi 1a khong bang long thoi! Ba &y khong
thich ba Welman yéu Mary nhw thé".”

“H6i Mary Gerrard & diy, c6 &y c6 sung swong khong? C6 &y yéu mén
1o phu nhan Welman ch?”

“CO &y cb th€ da sung swong néu ba y ta d€ yén cho c6 aYy, chau dim
chic vay. Tai y td4 Hopkins cd. Ba ta cir gieo vio d4u co &y y nghi phai tu
ki€m sOng va di hoc ngh€ mat xa.”

“Nhwng ba Hopkins c6 yéu mén Mary khong?”

“O, ba &y yéu mén Mary chix a, nhung ba &y 13 loai ngudi i thich xui
ngwoi khac 1am theo ¥ minh théi!”

“Gia st y td Hopkins bi€t dworc chuyén gi d6—chuyén giy tai ti€ng cho
Mary, ctr cho la th&’, ciu c6 nghi 1a ba ta sé gitr kin chuyén 4y khong?”

Ted Bigland ngac nhi€n nhin 0ng.

“Chau hoan toan khong hi€u ngai mudn néi gi thwa ngai.”

“Cau c6 nghi n€u y td Hopkins bi€t duwoc chuyén gi d6 ba't Ioi cho Mary
thi ba ta s€ gix mom gitt miéng khong?”

“Ba ta ma biét gitr kin viéc gi thi ddng ngo 1am! o lang nay ba ta la ké
ngo6i 1€ déi mach s6" mot. Tuy nhi€n n€u ba ta bi€t git m'om miéng cho ai
thi ngwdi d6 chic chén 12 Mary.” Cu cang td ra td mo hon. “Xin ngai cho
chdu bi€t tqi sao ngai lai hoi chuyén d6?”

Hercule Poirot dap: “Khi néi chuyén v&i ngwoi khdc thi ta thwong co



mdt an twong nhd't dinh. Y td Hopkins nhin chung cé vé ngay that va truc
tinh, nhwng ta vin c6 cdm gidc ba &y con gid'u diéu gi dé. Khong nha't thiét
la chuyén guan trong, ma ciing cé th€ khong lién quan dén tdi ac, nhwng co
diéu gi do ba ta biét ma khong noi ra. Ta cling ¢6 cam gidc la cdi diéu gi do
—dii 12 gi di nita—1a diéu chic chin giy hai hodic bat loi cho thanh danh
cua Mary Gerrard...”

Ted 1ic dau bat luc.

Ol c,” Hercule Poiro ¥ ra, “R6i dén luc ta sé tim hi€u xem
“Thoi dwoc,” H le Poirot tho “R6i dén luc t tim h

chuyén do la gi.”



CHUONG 13

Poirot cham chd nhin khudén mat dai nhay cam ctia Roderick Welman.

Théan kinh ctia Roddy dang trong tinh trang tham hai. Hai ban tay chang
gian giat, mit dé ngau, giong cdu kinh va khan dic.

Chang nhin vao danh thi€p roi néi: “Tat nhién té1 da nghe danh ong,
thwa 6ng Poirot. Nhung t6i khong hi€u bac sT Lord nghi 6ng sé 1am dworc gi
trong chuyén nay! Ma viéc gi d&n 6ng ta kia chi¥? Ong ta chim séc cd toi,
ngoai ra thi dng ta hoan toan la ngwoi dwng. Trwde khi Elinor va toi vé day
h'61 thdng S4u thi ching t61 thdm chi con chwa gdp Ong ta. Chzalng phai vin
phong Seddon s€ 1o moi viéc hay sao?”

“Vé madt luat phap thi dung thé€"” Hercule Poirot dap.

Roddy bu®dn rau néi ti€p: “Toi chflng ma’Yy tin twdng vao Seddon. Ong ta
lic nao cling nhw dwa dam ay.”

“Po 1a théi quen cua cac luat sw.”

“Ngoai ra, chiing t6i ¢c6 mei 6ng Bulmer bién hd.” Roddy twoi tinh hon
mot chit. “Ong ta dwoc xem 12 trang sw xud't sic trong gidi ding khéng?”

“Ong &Yy noi ti€ng 1a ngudi dan dit nhitng hy vong hdo huyeén.”

Roddy nhdn médt khong gidu gi€m.

Poirot bén noéi: “T6i hy vong sé khong lam phat y 6ng khi nd lyc gidp d&
cd Elinor Carlisle ch?”

“Khong, khong dau, di nhién la khong. Nhung—"



“Nhung liéu tdi c6 1am dwoc gi khong, chic d6 1a diéu dng mudn hdi?”

Mot nu cwoi thodng qua trén gwong mat lo au clia Roddy —nu cwoi vo
cung quyén rii d&n mirc Hercule Poirot hi€u dworc sitc hdp dan tinh t& clia
ngwoi dan 6ng nay.

“N6i ra thi hoi ba't nha, nhwng thyc sy chinh 1a chuyén 8y.” Roddy ra vé
xin 16i. “Toi khong mudn vong vo. Thwa dong Poirot, dng ¢d thé’lam gi?”

“T6i c6 the tim ki€m sy that.”

“The&”a?” Roddy xem ra con h'o nghi.

“T6i ¢o the tim ra nhirng sy viéc ¢6 lgi cho bi cdo.”

Roddy th¢ dai: “Gid ma 6ng c6 the tim dwgc!”

Hercule Poirot n6i ti€p: “T61 mudn giup ich, d6 1a nguyén vong nghiém
chinh ctia t6i. Ong c6 the hd tro tdi bing cach k& chinh x4c nhitng gi 6ng
nghi vé moi chuyén khong?”

Roddy dirng diy va bdn chon di lai.

“Toi ¢6 the noi gi bay gio? Moi viéc hét stec phi ly—qué ddi ky la! Chi
riéng y nghi Elinor—ngwoi ma toi bi€t twe khi con bé —thye s 1am chuyén
khiing khié€p 1a dau doc ai d6 thi qua la nwc cwoi, ding vay! Nhwng lam sao
giai thich diéu &y voi Toa hé troi?!”

Poirot binh than néi: “Ong cho ring cd Carlisle hoan toan khong th& lam
mot viéc nhw the”a?”

“0, chuyén 2y khong can phai néi, hoan toan ding thé! Elinor 13 nguoi
t& nhi, ty ch@l va biét cAn nhic, ban tinh khong hung bao. Nang rat hiéu
bié€t, nhay cam va néi chung khong bao gio’ gidn dir. Nhwng ¢ nhét mwoi
hai tén ngu xuan vao b6i tham doan thi cé troi méi bi€t cach lam cho ho

tin! Suy cho cung nén hi€u nhw thé nay: Ho chéng ngoi dé d¢€ danh gia tu



cach dao dirc; ho chi xem xét chirng ctr thoi. Sw kién— sy kién—va sw kién.
Ma céc s kién thi lai bat 1gi!”

Hercule Poirot trAm ngdm gat dau: “Ong 12 ngwdi nhay bén va am hi€u
ong Welman a. Céc s kié€n déu két tdi cd Carlisle. Nhung nhirng hicu bi€t
clia Ong Ve cd Ay sé gitp cd Ay trang 4n. Nao, chuyén gi di thwe sw x3y ra?
Chuyén gi ¢o the’da xay ra?”

Roddy dang hai tay phan nd: “Do¢ 1a diéu quéi g& nha't! Toi nghi ¢6 thé
nao ba y ta lam chuyén &y chang?”

“O, toi da diéu tra ra't ti mi. Ba ta khong hé & gan dia xdng-uych, ciing
khong th€ bd thudc ddc vao tra ma lai khong t dau doc minh. T6i hoan
toan tin chic chuyén d6. Hon nira, vi sao ba ta lai mudn giét Mary Gerrard
co’ chu?”

“V1i sao ai do phai gi€t Mary Gerrard?” Roddy kéu 1én.

“Trong vu nay c6 vé nhw d6 la ciu héi khong tra loi dwore.” Poirot ndi.
“Khong mét ai mudn giét Mary Gerrard ca.” — Ong suy nghi riéng: Ngogi
triv Elinor Carlisle. “Vi th& theo 16gic thi bwdce ti€p theo phéi la: Mary
Gerrard khong bij gi€t! Nhwng than 6i, khong phai vdy. C6 ay da bi giét!”

Ong thém viao mét cich hoi cwong diéu: “Nhung gio nang dang nim
duéi mo. Oi, d6 1a diéu quan trong véi toi!”

“Xin 6ng thiz 16i,” Roddy ndi.

Hercule Poirot giai thich: “La Wordsworth*. T6i doc 6ng ta nhiéu. C6 I&
nhirng 1o &y dién ta ding diéu 6ng cdm nhan?”

“T6i a?” Roddy td ra thi€u ty nhién va kho gan.

“Toi xin 16i—vo6 cling xin 16i 6ng!” Poirot néi. “That kho vira 1a tham ti

vira 1a pukka sahib*. Nhw da dwoc dién ta rd trong ngdén ngir cdc 6ng, c6



nhirng viéc nguoi ta khong dwoce néi ra. Nhung than 6i, mot tham t& bi
budc phai néi! Hin ta phai dit nhirng cau hdi vé chuyén riéng tw ctia ngudi
khéc va vé cam nghi cta ho!”

“R0 rang nhirng chuyén &y hoan toan khéng can thi€t ma?”

Poirot t& vé khiém t6n néi voi: “Nhwng né€u nho d6 ma tdi hi€u dwoc
quan di€m cua ho thi sao? Gio’ ching ta s€ bd qua chuyén khong vui nay va
khong nhic lai nita. Ong Welman a, c6 kha nhiéu ngudi biét chuyén 6ng—
ai mo Mary Gerrard. T6i nghi chuyén d6 c6 that phai khong?”

Roddy dirng ddy dén bén ctra s6. Chang nghich nim tua & manh ctra r'oi
néi: “Phai.”

“Ong phai long cb &y a?”

“To61 nghi vay.”

“A, nén gio day dng dau kh& vi cdi chét cia ¢ Ay —"

“T6i—toi nghi rang—y toi la—a, ding vay, 6ng Poirot—"

Chang quay lai—mdt con ngwoi nhay cam dang b'on chdn kich dong va
bi d6n dén duwong cung.

“NE&u 6ng co6 thé ndi cho t6i bi€t—chi can ndi r6—ro6i moi viéc s€ cham
dwt.” Hercule Poirot no6i.

Roddy Welman ng'6i xu6ng ghé& va néi nhat ging, khong nhin nguoi doi
dién: “That khé ma gidi thich. C6 can di vao chuyén nay khong?”

“Ong Welman a, khong phai lic ndo nguoi ta ciing ¢6 thé né trdnh hoic
bd lo’ nhitng diéu ba't nhw ¥ trong doi! Ong néi dng nght minh c6 d&€ y dén
co gdi &y. Vay ong khong chic chén, ding khong?”

“To1 khong bi€t nwa... Co 2y that dang yéu. Hét nhue mdt gidc mo:...

Gio diy c6 vé 1a nhu thé'. Mot gidc mo! Khong cé that! T4t cd moi diéu—



Ian dAu tién nhin thdy cd Ay, con mé ddm cu'dng dai clia tdi! Nhw bj loan
tri vay! Va gio moi viéc da két thic—da trdi qua... nhw th€—nhw the né
chua tirng xay ra.”

Poirot gat gii: “Vang, t6i hi€u...” R6i 6ng n6i thém: “Khi c¢6 &y chét thi
ong khdng c6 mat & Anh qudc phai khong?”

“Khong, t6i ra nwdc ngoai tie ngay 9 thang Bay va tré vé ngay 1 thang
Tam. Dién tin cta Elinor theo t6i tr noi nay sang noi khac. Ngay khi nghe
tin, tO1 11én hd1 ha vEé nha.”

“Chéc hén 12 cd soc 16n véi ong. Ong dd quan tam dén co gdi Ay rat
nhi€u.”

Roddy néi, giong cay ding xen 14n byc doc: “Tai sao nhitng viéc d6 lai
xdy ra? Khong ai mong chiing xdy ra ca! That la trdi nguwoc voi tat ca
nhirng gi ta mong dgi twe cudc dovi nay!”

“Nhung doi 12 the? Khong cho phép ta sip x&p hay dit d€ theo y minh.
Khong cho phép ta chay tron cam xiic d€ sdng bang 1y trf va tri tué! Ta
khong th€ ndi, “Toi s€ cam xdc that nhiéu va s€ khong cadm xdc gi ntra.’
Dau thé nao ching ntra thi cudc doi cling khong hop Iy, dong Welman a!”

“C6 vé nhw vdy...” Roderick Welman 1am bam.

“MOot budi sdng mua Xuan, mot gwong mét thi€u nir—va mot chudi hién
thue dwore khéo sép x&p gio da tan bién.”

Roddy cau mat ngwong ngung trong khi Poirot ti€p tuc: “Do6i khi con
nhi€éu hon mot chut—hon mft gwong mdt. Thyc sy ong bi€t gi vé Mary
Gerrard, thera 6ng Welman?”

Roddy nang né néi: “T6i bi€t gi w? Qua it, gio tdi mdi thd’y diéu d6. Co

&y xinh xfn, dju dang; nhung thuc sy tdi khong biét gi vé co Ay ca... P6 1a



1y do vi sao t6i khong thdy nho ¢d 4y, t6i nghi vay...”

Gio ddy moi phan khang va tirc gian ctia chang da tan bié€n. Chang néi
chuyén tw nhién va gian di. Nho ¢6 s¢& treong, Hercule Poirot da xAm nhép
qua hang rao phong thu cua ddi phwong. Roddy dwong nhw cam thd’y nhe
long khi gidi bay tAm sw. Chang néi: “Xinh xin, dju dang va khong qu4
thong minh. Nhay cadm va t6t bung, t6i nghi vay. C6 &y c6 nét tao nha kho
tim thd’y & mot cd gdi cling tang 16p.”

“C0 &y ¢6 phai loai thi€u ntr ¢ th€ vo tinh gy thu chudc odn voi nguoi
khac khong?”

Roddy lic d4au ngudy ngudy: “Khong, khong, t6i khong hinh dung ai d6
lai ghét c6 &y—y toi 1a thyc sy ghét c6 ay. Con chuyén thu odn thi lai
khéc.”

“Thu odn a?” Poirot v§i hdi. “Vay 6ng nghi 1a ¢6 thu odn sao?”

£ 9

“Chéc 12 c6—nén mdi ¢6 14 thw d@6.” Roddy lor dang néi.
“Thw ndo?” Poirot hdi gay git.
Roddy d6 mit td vé& byc minh: “O, khong ¢6 gi quan trong.”
Poirot 13p lai: “Thw gi vay?”
“MOot 14 thw nic danh.” Chang mién cuwdng ddp.
“Thuw dén luc nao? Vi€t cho ai?”
Roddy ba't ddc di phai giai thich.
“Chuyén thud vi day.” Hercule Poirot 1am bam. “T6i c6 th€ xem thw dwoc
khong?”
“E rang khong the&. That ra tdi dd d6t n6 roi.”
“Nay, sao ong lai lam th&’, 6ng Welman?”

Roddy néi kha gay git: “Vio lic 4y c6 vé d6 1a viéc binh thuong.”



“Va vi birc the d6 ma ong va c¢6 Carlisle voi va vé Hunterbury phai
khong?”

“Pung 1a chuing t6i da vé. T6i khong hi€u tw vdi va.”

“Nhung hai ngudi dd c6 chiit lo 1dng, ding khong? Tham chi con kh4
hodng hdt nwra?”

“T6i khong thira nhin diéu d6.” Roddy cang kién quyét hon.

Hercule Poirot kéu 1€n: “Nhwng chuyén dé cling ty nhién théi ma! Tai
san thwra k&€’ —da dwoc hira hen cho cic vi—Ilic &y dang gap nguy co! Cac
vi ¢6 lo ldng ciing 12 1& thwong tinh! Tién bac bao gior ch?ing quan trong!”

“Khong quan trong nhw 6ng tedng dau.”

“R0 la hét strc thanh cao!” Poirot ndi.

Roddy d6 mat noi: “6, di nhién, tién bac ddi v&i ching tdi la quan
trong. Ching t6i khdng hoan toan ding dung v&i né. Nhwng muc dich
chinh cta ching t6i 1a—1a tham cd t6i xem ba ¢6 6n khong.”

“Ong veé diy v&i co Carlisle. Vao thoi diém d6, c¢o caa 6ng vin chua
lam di chic. Chging bao lau sau ba lai bi dot quy Ian nwra. Luc &y ba mu6n
lam di chdc, nhung that thuin lgi cho co Carlisle, c6 1€ the’, ba 'y lai qua
doi vao ngay dém hom trudec.”

“Nay, 6ng dinh bong gi6 gi ha?” Mit Roddy bung birng phin nd.

Poirot tra 1 nhanh nhue chép: “Ong Welman a, vé cdi chét ctia Mary
Gerrard, dng dd néi v&i tdi rang ddng co gan cho Elinor Carlisle 1a cuc ky
vO 1y —r0 rang c¢6 Ay khdng phai 1a loai ngwoi nhw thé”. Nhwng gior diy c6
mot cach dién gidi khic. Elinor c6 1y do d€ lo sor c6 Ay c6 the bi twdc
quyén thwra k& vi mot nguoi dung. La the da canh bdo ¢6 8y—nhing loi

théu thao khé nghe cta ba cb lai xdc nhan ndi lo 4y. O gian dai sanh bén



dudi 1a chiéc cdp da v&i nhidu loai thudc va dung cu y t&. That dé dang
ddnh cip modt 6ng morphin. Va sau do, theo toi biét thi cd Ay ngdi mot
minh trong phong bénh v&i ba c¢d trong khi dng va cic y ta dung bira
t01...7<

“Troi! Ong Poirot, gi> ong mudn dm chi gi day?” Roddy kéu Ién.
“Elinor gi€t c6 Laura a? Toan y nghi 16 bich!”

“Nhwng 6ng da bi€t c6 1€nh khai quat tt thi ba Welman, ding khong?”

“Co, toi bi€t. Nhwng ho s€ khong tim ra ba't ctr diéu gi!”

“Gia st ho tim thay thi sao?”

“Ho s€ khong tim tha’y gi hét!” Roddy qua quyét.

Poirot lac dau.

“T6i thi khong chic the. Va dng da hi€u, vao thoi diém dé chi cé mot
ngwoi ¢6 the hwdng lgi tir cdi chét ctia ba Welman ma thoi...”

Roddy ng'di phich xudng khé run rdy, mit tring béch. Chang nhin chiam
chim Poirot r'di néi: “Tdi ctt nghi—odng dirng vé phia nang...”

“Di 1a vé phia ndo di nira thi ta vin phai d6i mit v&i thwe 167 Ong
Welman a, t6i nghi tw trede t&i nay lic nao c6 the’ dworc thi 6ng cling mudn
tranh d6i mit v&i sw that ric r8i trong cude doi.”

“Sao lai phdi nhin vao khia canh t6i t€ nha't d€ lam ton thwong minh kia
ch?”

Hercule Poirot trang trong dép: “B&i vi ¢6 nhirng viéc can thiét...”

“Ong ngan ngwr gidy 14t roi néi tiép: “Ching ta hiy doi dién véi kha
nang cai ché&t ctia ba ¢6 d6ng c6 th€ dwore phat hién la do morphin. Lic d6 sé
nhw thé" nao?”

Roddy 14c d4u bat luc.



“T6i khong biét.”

Nhung 6ng phai ¢d ma suy nghi. Ai c6 th€ cho ba &y morphin? Ong ¢
thira nhan Elinor Carlisle 1a nguoi ¢6 co h6i t6t nhat d€ lam viéc d6
khong?”

“Con céc y ta thi sao?”

“Ché4c chin bat cit ai trong bon ho déu c6 the lam diéu d6. Nhung y t4
Hopkins lic 4y c6 lo 1ing vé viéc ong thudc bj mat va di cong khai néi ra.
Ba ta dau céan phai lam vay. Gidy ching tr da dwoe ky roi. Néu ba ay
pham tdi thi ba &y lam ngwoi khac chd y dé€n viéc mat 6ng morphin d€ lam
gi? Biéu dé cé the khi€n ba ta bi khi€n trach veé tdi bat can, va n€u ba ta
dau doc ba Welman thi viéc giy chii y d&n 6ng morphin chic chén 12 ngu
ngdc! Hon nira, ba ta ¢6 th€ hwdng loii gi twr cdi chét ctia ba Welman chir?
Khong cé gi cd. V&i y ta O’Brien ciing vay. Chi ta ¢6 the da cho ba cu dung
morphin, c6 th€ ddnh cip né tir ciip cta y ta Hopkins; nhwng mot Tan nira—
vi sao chi ta lam thé?”

Roddy lic dau.

“Ta’t cd nhirng diéu d6 déu ding.”

“R6i lai c6 ong nwra.” Poirot noi.

Roddy nhay ch'é6m 1én nhu mdt con ngwa nong ndy: “Toi a?”

“Chéc chin vay. Ong c6 th€ ddnh cdp morphin. Ong c6 th& cho ba
Welman u6ng! BPém hém &y éng & mdt minh v&i ba trong mdt khoang thoi
gian ngin. Nhung, vi sao 6ng phai lam vdy? Né&u ba Ay con sdng d& 1am di
chiic thi chi it dng ciing c6 the dwge nhic dén trong Ay. Nhw vdy 6ng tha'y
khong, mét Tan ntra ciing khéng ¢é dong cor nao. Chi ¢6 hai nguoi la cé

dong co.”



Mit Roddy séng 1én. “Hai ngudi w?”

“Phai. Mot 1a Elinor Carlisle.”

“Con nguoi kia?”

Poirot cham rai néi: “La tac gia 1a thw nac danh.”

Roddy té vé hoai nghi.

Poirot néi ti€p: “Ké nao do da vi€t 14 thw 8y—ké nao d6 ghét Mary
Gerrard hodc chi it khdong wa ¢6 &y —ké nao d6 ‘¢ phe ta’, nhw ngwoi ta
thwong néi. Nghia 1a, mot ké nao d6 khéng mudn Mary Gerrard hwong Lo
tw cdi chét ciia ba Welman. Gio thi 6ng c6 nghi ra ai ¢6 th€ 1a tac gia b
thw &y khong, thwa 6ng Welman?”

Roddy ldc d4u. “T6i hoan toan khong nghi ra. P6 12 14 thw cia mot ke it
hoc, dAy 15i chinh ta va thudc loai ré tién.”

Poirot phay tay. “Piéu dé chéng c6 y nghia gi may! Thw c6 the dwoc
viét b&i mot ngwoi ¢6 hoc mudn nguy trang sy viéc, dé thdi. B&i vay toi
wdc chi dng con gitr 14 thw d6. Ngwdi ¢ ging viét theo kiéu it hoc thwong
de’16 ban than minh.”

Roddy tram ngam: “Elinor va tdi nghi rang c6 the 13 mdt trong s& ngudi
hau.”

“Ong c6 nghi 12 ai trong bon ho khéng?”

“Khong —t61 khong nghi ra.”

“Ong c6 nghi 1 ba quan gia Bishop khong?”

Roddy td ra stng s6t. “O khong, ba &y 12 ngwdi rat dang kinh trong va
vO cung kiéu hanh. Ba thwong viét thw v&i 1o 1€ van hoa phire tap va céu
chir dai dong. Ngoai ra, téi doan chic ba &'y khong bao gio—”

Chang dang ngéan ngw thi Poirot néi chen vao: “Ba &y khong thich Mary
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Gerrard

“Téi ciing nghi ring ba &y khong thich. Tuy nhién, t6i khong hé nhan
tha’y diéu gi ca.”

“Nhwng 6ng Welman a, c6 1€ dng da khong de’y ky chang?”

“Thwa 6ng Poirot, 6ng khong nghi 1a ¢6 tdi c6 the€ ty minh dung morphin
sao?” Roddy cham rai néi.

“Phai, d6 ciing 1a mét y.”

“CoO toi ghét tinh trang bat lyc cua minh, 6ng biét d6. C6 thwong ndi
woc gi dwge chét di cho roéi.”

“Nhung ba &y khong the' roi khdi giwvong di xudng tang dwdi va ty minh
18y 6ng morphin trong cap ba y ta ding khong?”

“Ping vay, nhung ai d6 ¢ th€' 18’y thudc cho ba.”

“Laai?”

“Thi mdt trong sO cac y ta.”

“Khong, khong phai cac y td. Ho hi€u ra't r6 nguy co’ xdy ra cho ban than
minh! Cac y td 1a nguoi bi tinh nghi sau cung.”

“Vay—co6 ai khéc...”

Chang hé moi roi khép lai ngay.

“Ong vira nhé ra diéu gi, phai khong?” Poirot binh tinh hi.

“Vang—nhwng—" Roddy néi vé nghi hodc.

“Ong tw hdi c6 nén néi v&i toi khong 22”

“A vang...”

Poirot nh&ch mép cwoi to mo: “Co Carlisle néi diéu d6 khi nao?”

Roddy vao mot hoi that sau: “Trod, 6ng cir nhw phu thdy &y! Chuyén



xay ra khi ching t6i dang trén tau vé ddy. Ong biét d6, chiing tdi nhan dworc
dién bdo c6 Laura bi dot quy Tan ntra. Elinor néi nang hét sirc bu'on cho cd
minh, ba von da ghét bénh tat, nay lai cang ba't lyc hon thi dung 1a dia nguc
voi ba. Elinor néi, ‘Phai cam thdy nguoi ta cdn dwoc gidi thodt néu ban
than ho thwce sy mudn the’.””

“Vay ong da noi gi?”

“To1 dong y.”

Poirot néi ra't nghi€ém nghi: “Thwa 6ng Welman, vira r'oi ong da bac bo
kha ning c6 Carlisle giét c6 minh vi tién. Ong c¢6 bac bd kha ning cd Ay
giet ba Welman vi long trdc an hay khong?”

“T6i—t6i—khong, toi khong the'...”

Hercule Poirot cii chao. Ong néi: “Vang, t6i nghi—t6i chic —ong s& néi
the"...”



CHUONG 14

Trong van phong Seddon, Blatherwick & Seddon, Hercule Poirot dwgrc don
ti€p hét stec than trong, n€u khong néi 1a nghi ngo'.

Ong Seddon dwa ngén trd man mé chiéc cim nhin thin, d6i mit xdm sic
sdo ngam danh gid vién tham t ma khong td vé hira hen diéu gi.

“Tén tudi cua Ong tat nhién ra't quen thudc, thwa dng Poirot. Nhwng toi
phan van khong hi€u vai tro 6ng trong vu nay la gi.”

“T6i hanh dong vi lgii ich cta than cha 6ng, thwa 6ng.”

“A—viy sao? Ma ai—&—ai dd moi 6ng tham gia?”

“T6i dén day theo dé nghi ctia bac si Lord.”

Ong Seddon nhuén cao may.

“V&i toi diéu nay xem ra khong ding quy cdch—rat sai 13 ding khdc.
Theo t6i biét thi bac si Lord dwgrc Toa triéu tdp voi tw cdch nhan chirng cia
nguyén don.”

Hercule Poirot nhiin vai: “Diréu dé thi cé gi quan trong?”

“Chting t6i ddm nhén toan bd vi€c bao chwra cho ¢6 Elinor. Trong vu nay
thuc sw toi khong nghi rang chiing tdi ¢An bat ¢t sy hd trgr ndo tr bén
ngoai.”

“C6 phai 1a vi viéc than chd 6ng v t0i s€ dwgc chirng minh mot cach rat
dé dang khong?”

Ong Seddon cau may, roi 6ng ndi gidn mot cach lanh lung chirng muec:



“P6 1a mot cau hdi sai. Hoan toan khong hop 1€.”

“Vu viéc chong lai than chua 6ng la vy ra't nghiém trong...” Hercule
Poirot néi.

“Ong Poirot a, that tinh t6i khong hi€u 1am sao 6ng biét gi vé viéc nay.”

“Maéc du trén thye t€ td61 dwoe bac si Lord thué€, nhwng téi lai ¢6 thw cta
ong Roderick Welman day a.” Poirot n6i roi cui dau trao thuw.

Ong Seddon lwét qua vai dong va mién cwdng nhan xét: “Thw nay day
van @€ sang cuc dién m&i, di nhién thé’ Ong Welman ty nhan trach nhi€ém
veé viéc bao chtra cho c6 Carlisle, va chiing t6i lam viéc theo yéu cau cua
ong ay.”

Ong néi ti€p, khong gidu gi®m vé khé chiju: “Cong ty ching tbi rit it
tham gia mang hinh sy, nhung t6i thd'y minh ¢6 nghia vu—o'—d6i v&i than
chtl qué cd’ ciia minh— o —nén lo viéc bao chira cho chau gai ba &y. Xin néi
ring ching t6i 3@ moi dwoe ngai trang sw thwong hang Edwin Bulmer r6i.”

Poirot bat gidc cwoi mia mai. “Ton kém bao nhiéu ciing cheamg tiec!
That ding dén va hop 18!”

Nhwén mét nhin qua muc kinh, 6ng Seddon néi: “Thua 6ng, thuc sy 1a
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Poirot ngit 1oi: “Tai hing bién va nhitng 101 khan khodn xiic dong sé
khong ctru dwore than cha 6ng dau. Céan nhiéu hon thé nira.”

“Vay 6ng khuyén gi ching t6i?” Ong Seddon lanh ling hoi.

“Tim ra s that, bao gio cling thé.”

“Hoan toan dung.”

“Nhung trong vu ndy s thit c¢6 hd tror ching ta khong?”

“Lai mot nhan xét khong hop 1€.” C)ng Seddon néi xang.



“T6i c6 mot s6” cau hdi can Ong tra loi.”

“T6i khong dam bao c6 th€ tra loi néu khdng ¢6 sy d6ng y cua than chi
to1, di nhién thé.” Ong Seddon than trong.

“Pwrong nhién, t6i hi€u ma.” Poirot ngdp ngwng roi néi. “Elinor Carlisle
c6 ké thu nao khong?”

Ong Seddon td ra khd bat ngdr. “Cho d&n nay theo toi biét thi khong c6

9

ai.

“Ba Welman qua ¢6 da c6 'an nao trong doi 1am di chic chwa?”

“Chwa hé. Ba &y ludn lang tranh chuyén do6.”

“Elinor Carlisle c6 lam di chic khong?”

“Co.”

“M@i day a? Sau cai chét cia ba ¢6 minh phai khéng?”

“Phai.”

“Co aYy d€ gia tai lai cho ai?”

“P6 1a bi mat, thwa 6ng Poirot. Toi khdong thé néi voi 6ng néu khong
dwoc phép than chi minh.”

“Vay thi toi s€ phai n6i chuyén riéng v&i than cha 6ng!”

Ong Seddon mim cwoi lanh 18o: “T6i e diéu d6 sé khong dé dang dau.”

Poirot dirng ddy phdc tay. “V&i Hercule Poirot thi moi viéc déu dé dang

thoi.”



CHUONG 15

Chénh thanh tra canh sit Marsden niém né hoi: “A., anh Poirot, anh d&n dé&
chinh d6n mo6t vu nao cua tui t61 ha?”

“O khong khong, toi c¢6 chit xfu to md vé phédn viéc cta minh thoi.”
Poirot nhd nhé khan nai.

“Lam anh hai long 1a tui t6i han hanh 18m. Vu gi ha anh?”

“Vu Elinor Carlisle.”

“A, co gai dau doc Mary Gerrard d6 ha? Hai tuan ntra s€ ra Toa. Mot vu
dang quan tam. Tién th€ tdi ndi ludn, cd ta cling dau ddc ca ba cu. Bién ban
cudi cung chwa hoan ta't, nhwng c¢6 vé khong con gi nghi ngo' ntra. La
morphin. Mot k& mau lanh nhin tAm. Khdng hé nao ning lic bi bit ngay
sau d6. Khong khai bdo ba't ctr di€u gi. Nhwng tui tdi da ¢ phwong an roi.
Co6 a s€ phai dén tdi.”

“Anh nghi c6 ta lam chuyén dé a?”

Marsden, mot ngwdi trong 5t bung va giau kinh nghiém, gat dau khing
dinh.

“Con nghi ngo gi ntra! Co ta da tdm thuéc vao xdng-uych. That tro
trao!”

“Anh khong nghi ngo’ gi sao? Khong hé ¢6 chit nghi ngo’ nao a?”

“O khong! Tbi hoan toan chic chdn ma. Khi chdc chdn thi anh s& c6 cam
gidc that dé chiju. Tui t6i khong mudn 13p lai sai TAm nhw nguoi khic dau.

Tui tdi khdng phai chi tim cach budc tdi nhw ngwoi ta twdng. L'an nay t6i ¢6



th€ tién hanh c6ng viéc voi lwong tdm trong sach.”

“T6i hi€u.” Poirot cham cham néi.

Nhéan vién Scotland Yard* td0 mo nhin 6ng: “Vay anh da phat hién di€u
gi nguworc lai ha?”

“Ngay lic nay thi chwa. Cho d&€n nay moi di€u toi tim thd’y d€u cho thay
r0 1a Elinor Carlisle pham t91.” Poirot 14c d4u.

Thanh tra Marsden h'd héi tu tin: “Chéc chén ¢é ta pham tdi ma.”

“T'61 mudn gap co ay.” Poirot noi.

Thanh tra Marsden mim cw¢i khoan dung: “Mudn déit mili cd dwong

kim B0 trudng Noi vu hd anh ban? D& thoi ma.”



CHUONG 16

“Th& nao?” Peter Lord hoi.

“Khong, khong duwoe t6t cho 14m.” Hercule Poirot dép.

“Ong khong nim dwoc didu gi ca san?”

Poirot chim rai noéi: “Elinor Carlisle vi ghen tudng ma gi€t Mary
Gerrard... Elinor gi€t c6 minh d€ hwdng gia tai... Elinor gi€t c6 minh vi

1ong tric an... Anh chon di, anh ban t5i!”

“Ong toan néi v& van!”

“T6i néi chuyén v van a?”

Guong mat tan nhang cua Lord td vé tirc gian: “Tat ca viéc nay la th&
nao?”

“Anh nghf 1a viéc &y ¢6 the€ khdong?” Hercule Poirot hoi.

“T6i nghi viéc gi 1a c6 the chw?”

“Thi viéc Elinor khong chiu ndi canh ¢6 minh dau don nén da gidp ba
a'y giai thoat daYy.”

“Vo ly!”

“V6 ly sao? Nhung chinh anh d3 néi v&i tdi rang 1do phu nhan yéu ciu
anh gitp ba &y ma.”

“Ba &y khong n6i mot cach nghiém tic. Ba hi€u tdi s€ khong lam nhirng
chuyén nhu vay.”

“Tuy nhién, ba ta vin gitt y nghi &y. Rat cé thé’Elinor Carlisle da gidp ba
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ta.

Peter Lord di di lai lai. Cu6i cung anh néi: “Khong thé phi nhén la
nhtrng chuyén nhw th€& c6 thé€ xdy ra. Nhwng Elinor Carlisle 1a mot phu n
diém tinh va sang sudt. Toi khong nghi nang bi 1ong tric 4h 16i cudn dén
ndi khong nhin thdy nguy hi€m cho minh. Va nang hi€u rd nguy co’ y la
gi. Nang ra't ¢ kha nang bj k&t tdi mwu sat.”

“Vay anh khong nghi la ¢6 2y lam viéc d6 a?”

Peter Lord twr t6n néi: “Tdi nghi modt ngwoi phu nir ¢ the lam viée d6
cho chong minh, hodac cho con minh, hodc cho me minh. T61 khong nghi
nang c6 th€ lam cho ngwoi ¢d ciia minh, cho du nang c6 thwong ba cd cach
may di ntra. Va téi nghi trong ba't ct treong hgp nao, nang chi lam khi
ngwoi than cia minh thye sy khong kham ndi con dau giay vo.”

“C6 th€ anh c¢6 1y.” Poirot tw ly. R6i 6ng néi thém: “Theo anh cam xic
cta Roderick Welman c6 du thic day anh ta lam mot viéc nhw thé” khong?”

Peter Lord trd 1o vé khinh miét:

“Anh ta lam gi c¢6 gan!”

“T6i e ring mit nao d6 anh da ddnh gid chang trai &y khong ding mikc,
mon cher.” Poirot 1am bam.

“0, t61 dam chic anh ta 12 ngwdi khon ngoan va hoc thirc ma.”

“Chinh xac,” Poirot néi. “Anh ta con cé sitc quyén ril nira... Phai, toi
cam tha’y diéu do6.”

“Ong th&y th& 2? Con t6i thi khong hé!” R'6i Peter Lord hdi nghiém tic:
“Nay Poirot, bd khong c6 gi ca sao?”

Poirot d4p: “Cho dén nay thi viéc diéu tra cia tdi van chwa gip may!

Ching bao gi¢’ cling quay vé cling mot chd. Khong ai thu loi te cédi chét



cia Mary Gerrard —ngoaqi trw Elinor Carlisle. Khong ai ghét Mary Gerrard
—ngoaqi trwe Elinor Carlisle. Chi con duy nhat mét cau hdi ma cé 1€ chiing
ta c6 the' ty dat ra: C6 ai d6 tha ghét Elinor Carlisle khong?”

Biéc si Lord chdm cham l4c d4u.

“Piéu d6 thi téi khong biét... Y 6ng la—c6 ai d6 dung chuyén d€ do toi
cho nang phai khong?”

Poirot gat dau: “Chi 1a suy doan mo h'd chir khong cé gi d€ chirng minh
ca... ngoai trir mot diéu, la trong vu nay cac tinh ti€t chong lai c6 ay lai
qué hoan hao, t6i nghi the&".”

Ong k& chuyén 14 thw nic danh véi Peter.

“Anh thay khong, 14 thw khi€n ta c6 th€ phac thao nhirng nét chinh cta
mot vu viéc rat nghi€ém trong chdng lai c6 ay. C6 dwgrc canh bao c6 thé€
minh s& hoan toan bj loai khoi di chiic cia ngwdi c6—rang cd gii ngudi
dwng kia c6 thé€ sé hwdng toan bd ctia cai. Vi th€, khi ba cd théu thao yéu
cau gap luat sw thi Elinor danh phdi lam 1i€u, c¢6 tinh sao cho 1o phu nhan
phai chét ngay dém hom ay!”

“Con Roderick Welman thi sao?” Peter Lord kéu Ién. “Anh ta ciling bi
ma't quyén vay!”

“Khong, n€u 1do phu nhén 1ap di chdc thi s€ ¢6 1¢i cho anh ta. Nén nhé
la n€u ba &y ch€t ma khong c6 di chic thi anh ta khong dwore gi ca. Elinor
mai 1a ngeoi than thudc gan nha't.”

“Nhung anh ta sdp cudi Elinor Carlisle!”

“Ping. Nhwng ding quén sau dé hon wéc cia ho 14p tirc bi hily bd—anh
ta d4 td 1o v&i co Ay ring minh mudn dwoe giai thoat.”

Peter Lord 6m déu rén ri: “Thé 1a sy viéc lai quay vé phia nang. Bao gio’
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ciing the’

“Phai. Trw phi...”

Ong ling thinh trong gidy lat, roi tiép: “C6 diéu gi dé...”

“Sao?”

“Piéu gi d6—mot manh nhd trong bo 14p ghép con chwra tim ra. C6 diéu
gi d6—ma tdi chic chin c6 lién quan t&i Mary Gerrard. Anh ban a, hin anh
c6 nghe nhitng chuyén 1€ la hay d6n dai quanh day. C6 bao gio’ anh nghe
di€u gi chong lai co gai &y khong?”

“Chong lai Mary Gerrard? Ong dinh néi vé thanh danh c6 &y 4?”

“Moi diéu. Chuyén qud khit ctia c6 &y. Chuyén co 4%y thi€u chin chén.
D&u hiéu xi-cang-dan. Chuyén nghi ngo ¢6 ta khong that tha. Nhirng loi
d'on dai 4c y vé co Ay. Bat cit diéu gi, nhitng chuyén chic chin gdy hai cho

A

co ay...”

“Tim céach khoi lai chuyén qua khir cia mdt ¢6 gdi tré vo tdi da qua doi
va khong th€ ty bdo vé minh ma chi...” Lord nhe nhang néi. “T6i hy vong
ong khong dé xué't theo hwdng &y. Ma tdi cling khong tin 6ng lam dworc.”

“Co &y giong nhw ngai Galahad* —mdt cudc doi khéng ché trach vao
dau dwoc a?”’

“Theo t6i bi€t thi ding vay. T6i chwa tirng nghe ba't cr diéu gi khac.”

“Anh khong nén nghi ring t6i mudn b&i béo ra bo, anh ban ... Khong,
khong, hoan toan khong phai vdy. Nhung y td Hopkins tdt bung khdng phai
la ngwoi gidi gidu gi€m cdm xdc cda minh. Ba &y rd't yéu mén Mary, va c6
chuyén gi d6 vé Mary ma ba &y khong mudn ngwoi khac biét; c6 nghia la,
cO chuyén gi d6 chdng lai Mary ma ba &y s to1 s€ tim ra. Ba ta khong nghi

chuyén d6 c6 lién hé gi v&i toi 4c. Nhung r'oi ba Ay tin chic toi dc Ay 1a do



Elinor Carlisle gy nén, va sy viéc kia—dAau 1a gi di nta—rd rang ciing
khong lién quan t&i Elinor. Nhung ban a, anh thdy d6, t6i budc phai biét
moi chuyén. B&i 1€ c6 th€ Mary da pham sai Tam d6i véi mot ké thir ba nao
do, va trong treong hop nay, ké thir ba &y ¢6 thé€ ¢ dong co mudn Mary
chét.”

“Nhung chic chin trong treong hop A7 thi y t4 Hopkins ciing sé biét.”

“Trong chirng myc cta minh thi y t4 Hopkins hoan toan la ngwoi thong
minh, nhung tri tué ba &y thi khé ma sanh vai t6i. C6 the€ ba ta khong nhin
thay, nhwng Hercule Poirot thi c6!”

Peter Lord 15c dau: “Rat tiéc, toi khong biét gi ca.”

Poirot trdm ngam néi: “Khong phai Ted Bigland —tw tredre toi gior cdu
ta sOng & day cung Mary. Cling khdng phai ba Bishop, b&i 1€ néu ba 2y
bi€t chuyén gi d6 khong hay vé c6 gdi thi ba ta da khong th€ gite bi mat ay
trong long! Eh bien*, con mot hy vong ntra.”

“Sao co?”

“HOm nay to1 s€ di gap co y ta kia. Co O’Brien ay.”

Peter Lord 1ic dau: “Chij ta khong biét gi nhiéu vé noi nay dau. Chi ta
chi m&i & ddy mot hai thang thoi.”

“T6i hi€u rd ma. Nhung ban tdi o, y t4 Hopkins 12 nguwdi 1dm diéu,
ching ta vira néi v&i nhau vdy ma. Ba ta khong ng6i 1€ d6i mach trong
lang, noi chuyén Ay c¢6 the gy hai cho Mary Gerrard. Nhung tdi ngd’ rang
ba ta khéng th€ cd nin ma khong d€ 16 chit nao chuyén &y cho mdt nguoi
& noi khac dé€n ma lai 1a dong nghi€p ctia minh! C6 thé’y ta O’Brien biét

di€u gi d6.”



CHUONG 17

Y ta O’Brien ha't ngwoe mai téc dd va toét miéng cwoi voi ngeoi dan 6ng
nhd thé ng'di d&i dién bén ban tra. Chi nghi: ‘Nguwdi dau ma bé loit choit
budn cwdi—mit thi xanh nhr mét meéo, thé ma bac si Lord bdo ong ta la
ngwoi thong minh méi ghé chi!”

“Ra‘t vui khi gdp mot ngwoi manh khde va ddy stec song thé nay.” Poirot
né6i. “Tdi ddm chéc cdc bénh nhan clia chi déu phai hoan toan h'di phuc.”

“Em khong phai 1a ngwoi ¢6 ban mdt dwa dam, va bénh nhan em cham
soc khong ¢6 may ngwoi chét trén tay em dau a.”

“Riéng treong hop ba Welman thi di nhién la sy giai thoat nhan dao.”
Poirot noi.

“Qi, ding vy, ba bénh nhin déng thwong.” Mt chj ta long lanh khi
nhin Poirot. “Cé phdi 6ng muén néi chuyén d6 khong nhi? Em nghe néi
nguoi ta sip khai quat ba ay.”

“Ban than chj khong nghi ngo’ gi vao lic &y sao?” Poirot hoi.

“Tuyét nhién khong mdt teo nao, mac du 1€ ra em phai nghi ngo khi thay
vé mat bac si Lord sdng hom &'y, roi khi 6ng ta bao em di loanh quanh hét
chd nay dén chd kia 1am nhing viéc ching can thiét gi cho ong Ay ca!
Nhwng 6ng ta da ky gid'y chirng t& r'6i.”

“Ong ta ¢6 Iy do cia minh—" Poirot dom néi, nhwng chi ta da budt
miéng.

“Dung vdy, ma ong 2y c6 ly. Lam bac si ma nghi lung tung roi xuc



pham gia dinh nguoi ta thi chging tot dep gi, va n€u nhu 6ng ta noi sai thi
coi nhw tan doi, ai thém moi 6ng ta chira bénh nira! Bac si la phai ddng tin
cay!”

“Co y kién 1a ba Welman c6 th€ ty tz.”” Poirot ndi.

N\ Az

“Ba 4y hd? Nam mdt chd khdng nhiic nhich ma 1am céi gi kia chi, chi
nha’c dwoc ¢c6 mot ban tay thoéi al!”

“Co6 th€ ¢ ai do gitip ba 8y khong?”

“Cha! Em hiéu y 6ng ro6i. La ¢6 Carlisle, hoac cdu Welman, hoac c6 the
la Mary Gerrard dung khong?”

“Piéu do c6 the ma?”

Y t4 O’Brien 14c dau: “Ho khong ddm dAu—Dba't ctt ai trong bon ho!”

“C6 the€ ho khong dam.” Poirot chdm rdi néi. R6i Ong lai ti€p: “Y ta
Hopkins ma't 6ng morphin vao lic nao vay?”

“Ngay sang s¢m hom &y. Chi &y bao “T6i cam doan da d€ n6 & ddy ma.’
Ban dau chi &y mot hai 1a vay; nhung 6ng bi€t khong, sau mot h'é1 dau 6c
bi 1an 10n, cudi ciing chj 4’y lai qud quyét minh da d€nd & nha.”

“Ngay ca nhw thé’ma chi ciing khdng nghi ngo gi sao?”” Poirot khé hai.

“Tuyét nhién la khong! Cha bao gio’ em nghi 1a moi viéc lai khong xay
ra ddng nhw ching phai cé... Va thdm chi dén gio’ nay thi d6 ciing chi la
nghi ngo' ma théi.”

“Chuyén mat ong thudc 4y khong hé giy ra cho chi 1an y t4 Hopkins
mot ldc ndo bin khoin lo 14ng sao?”

“A, em c6 n6i the’ dau... Em nhé 12 em véi chi Hopkins déu rat lo 18ng,
lic &y ching em dang ng6i & quéan ca phé Chim Sé Xanh. Va cai diéu chi

ay nghi cting da nhap vao dau em ro6i. Chi 8y bao: ‘Khong con cich nao



khéc, t6i da d€ né trén bé 10 swdi va nd roi xuéng thung rac ding khong?’
Em beén trd loi: ‘Pung r'6i, thue sy chi ¢6 cach d6 ma thoi,” va ca hai ching
em khong ai n6i ra minh dang nghi gi va lo s¢’ di€u gi.”

“Con bay gio chi nghi gi?”” Hercule Poirot hoi.

“N&u ngudi ta tim thd'y morphin trong xdc ba cu thi chang con nghi ngd
ai da 18y o'ng thud’c cling nhw dung né vao viéc gi—nhung néu chwa chirng
td dwoe 12 ¢6 morphin trong xdc ba cu thi em van chuwa tin ¢d ta da cho ba
cu 1én dwdng ciing bang cach d6.”

“Chj c6 tin chic 12 Elinor Carlisle giét Mary Gerrard khong?” Poirot hdi.

“Theo em thi khong can phai hdi vé chuyén d6 ntra! Con ai khac cé ly
do hodc ¢6 y dinh d6 co’ chwr?”

“Van dé 1a & chd d6,” Poirot néi.

O’Brien d6t ngot ndi: “Thé& ong twdng d€m hom Ay khi 1ao phu nhan c&
ging néi, roi co Elinor hira gidi quyét moi viéc dang hoang theo y nguyén
ctia ba thi em khong c6 & d6 sao? Ong twdng em khong tha’y sic mit ¢b ta
hdm no khi nhin theo Mary di xudng tang trét va cdi vé ghét cay ghét ding
cta c6 ta hay sao? Ngay tw gidy phiit d6 c6 ta da ¢6 y dinh giét nguoi.”

“Néu Elinor Carlisle gi€t ba Welman, thi tai sao co &y lai gi€t?”

“Tai sao a? Tat nhién la vi tién. Hai tram ngan bang chw it gi! D6 1a
nhirng gi ¢6 ta dwore hwdng, ma cling 1a 1y do vi sao cd ta lam th&—néu
ding 1a cd ta lam. C6 ta 1a mdt quy cd tré tudi 1i€u linh ma khon ngoan,
khong bi€t s¢ la gi, va dau oc thi ra't thong thai.”

“Né&u ba Welman con song dé 1ap di chic, chi nghi ba &y sé d€ cua cai
cho ai?” Hercule Poirot héi.

“Cha, cdi nay dau phai chuyén ctia em,” y td O’Brien tuy néi vdy nhung



van d€ 10 y minh. “Nhuwng theo em, 130 phu nhin ¢6 xu nao thi xu &y ciing
s€ vao tay Mary Gerrard hét.”

“Tai1 sao?”

Cau hadi coc 16c khi€én y td O’Brien c6 vé ling ting.

“Tai sao 4? C6 phai ng hdi em tai sao khéng nhi? A—em chi muén néi
la s€& nhw the".”

“Ngudi ta c6 the cho ring Mary Gerrard da di nwdc co hét sitc khon
ngoan, cO 'y da thanh cong trong viéc 14’y 1dong ba cu dén ndi ba 4’y quén di
mau mu rudt thit cia minh.”

“Ho ¢6 thé cho l1a nhw vady,” O’Brien cham rai noi.

“Mary Gerrard ¢6 phai ngwoi khon ngoan mwu meo khong?” Hercule
Poirot hoi.

Y td O’Brien van cham rdi: “Em khong nghi th& vé con bé... N6 lam
moi diéu mot cach ty nhién, khong c6 mwu mo gi dau. Con bé khong phai
loai ngwoi nhw vdy. Va ddi khi ¢6 nhirtng 1y do khi€n nhitng chuyén ay
chiing bao gi® cong khai duorc...”

“T6i nghi chi 12 mot ngwoi hét sirc than trong, chi O’Brien a.” Hercule
Poirot nhe nhang noi.

“Em khong hay bép xép nhirng chuyén khong li€én quan dén minh, thura
ong.”

Poirot ti€p tuc nodi, vira quan sat ky chi ta: “Chi va y td Hopkins, hai
ngudi da dong ¥ v&i nhau rang c6 nhitng chuyén tot nha't khdng nén dwa ra
anh sang, dung khong?”

“Ong néi vy 1a c6 y gi?”

“Khong c6 gi lién quan dén tdi ac ca dau. T6i mudén ndéi—mot chuyén



khac.” Poirot dap voi.

Y ta O’Brien git dau: “C¢ ich gi khi dao b&i chuyén cli hé 6ng, ma ba
Ay lai 12 ngwoi trong tudi dirng dan va chuwa hé c6 diéu tiéng xau, cho dén
lic qua dovi van dwgc moi nguoi kinh trong!™

Hercule Poirot gat dau tdn thanh. Ong than trong néi: “Nhw chj néi, ba
Welman ra't dwore kinh trong & Maidensford nay.”

Cudc do61 thoai ba't ngo’ chuyén hwdng, nhung 6ng khdong d€’'16 ba't cir vé
gi bd1i rdi hay bat ngo.

Y t4 O’Brien néi ti&p: “Ciing di 1au 1dm roi. Tt cd da chét va bj lang
quén. Em thi rdt dé mdi long trerdc mot cau chuyén tinh lang man 6ng a.
Em ct& nghi di nghi lai mai, that khd cho mot ngwoi ¢é vor & trong nha
thwong dién, cad doi hoan toan bi tréi budc cho dén chét moi dwoe giai
thoét.”

Poirot vin cOn hoang mang, c¢ 1dm bam: “Vang, that kho...”

“Chi Hopkins ¢6 néi v&i dng viéc thw chiing em tring hgp v&i nhau thé’
nao khong?”

“Ba &y khong néi v&i t6i Ve chuyén do.” Poirot that tha dap.

“That 1a tring hop nglu nhién mot cach ky la. Nhwng ludn ludn 13 nhw
vay do! Co6 Tan minh nghe mot cai tén, chaalng han th€’, r61 m{t vai ngay sau
tinh co' minh gép lai cdi tén &y, va cr thé clr thé”. R6i em nhin thd’y mot birc
anh treo trén cdy dan dwong cam, thi cling ding lic &y chi Hopkins nghe
ba quan gia cta bac si k€ hét cAu chuyén vé birc anh aYy.”

“That thd vi.” Poirot néi. R'6i 6ng ngdp ngung tham do: “Mary Gerrard
cO bi€t—viéc nay khong?”

“C6 ai dam néi voi con bé dau hé 6ng? Em khong—ma Hopkins ciing



khong. Suy cho cuing viéc d6 c6 ich gi cho no6 kia ch?”
Chi ta hdt ngwgc mdi téc do va nhin 6ng cham cham.

Poirot thd ra: “Sao, that vay w?”



CHUONG 18

Elinor Carlisle...

Tw d4u bén kia chi€c ban ngidn cach hai ngwoi, Poirot nhin nang nhw
muon do héi.

Chi ¢6 hai ngeoi voi nhau. M6t vién gidm nguc canh ching ho qua tAm
véach bang kinh.

Poirot chd y dén khuoén mat thdng minh nhay cdm v&i vang tran rong
tring ngan, vanh tai va sdng miii thanh td. Nhitng duwong nét tinh anh, mot
ngwoi kiéu hanh va da cam, bi€u 16 vé lich thiép tao nha, tinh ty cha va—
mot diéu gi khac hon—mot cam xic manh mé.

“T6i 1a Hercule Poirot,” 6ng néi. “Béac si Lord gioi thiéu tdi dén day.
Ong &y nghi ring t6i c¢6 th& gitp c¢d.”

“Peter Lord...” Giong Elinor Carlisle nhw dang h'di tweong. Trong chdc
14t nang khé cuwdi budn roi néi tiép. “Ong &y that tdt bung, nhung tbi
khong nghi la 6ng c6 the’' lam dwoc gi.”

“C0 vui long tra 1oi nhirng céu hoi cia tdi nhé?” Poirot hoi.

Nang th¢é dai: “Xin Ong tin t6i—that ma—t6t hon 1a khong nén hoi. Toi
dang dwoce tror gitp t6t. Ong Seddon rat nhiét tinh. S& c6 mét trang sw ra't
noi ti€ng lo li€u viéc nay cho t6i.”

“Ong &y khong néi tiéng bing t6i dau!” Poirot ndi.

Elinor t ra hoi chan chwdng: “Danh tiéng 6ng Ay 16m 14m.”



“Phai, la trong viéc bao chira cho cac tdi pham. Con t6i thi noi danh—vi
ching minh sy vo t6i.”

Nang ngudc 1én—doi mét xanh séng dong tuyét my nhin thflng Poirot:
“Ong c6 tin 12 toi v6 t6i khéng?”

“Cd c6 vo tdi khong?”

Elinor mim cwei, mot nu cwoi kha mia mai: “C6 phai d6 1a cach dng dat
ciu hoi khong? Tra loi C6 1a qud dé, ding khong?”

“Cd mét mdi 1dm phai khong?” Ba't cho't dng noéi.

Nang tra 161, mit hoi mé to: “Sao, ding vdy—hon moi thit. Lam sao
ong bi€t dwoc?”

“To6i biet...”

“T6i sé rat sung swong khi viéc nay —keét thic.”

Poirot 1ang nhin nang gidy lat. R'6i dng néi: “T6i da gip ngwoi—anh ho
cua c0, toi goi thé cho tién dwgrc khdng—o6ng Roderick Welman ay?”

Séc hdng rén rén tng 1én guong mit kiéu hanh tring ngan. Ong hidu
ring c6 mot cau hdi minh chwa kip dit ra nhwng da c6 cau tra 151.

Nang run ray néi: “Ong da gip Roddy sao?”

“Ong &y dang 1am moi diéu c6 th& cho ¢b.”

“T6i biét.” Giong nang voi va va yéu ot.

“Ong &Yy giau hay ngheo?” Poirot hi.

“Roddy 2? Anh 4y khdng ¢ nhiéu tai san cho 1im.”

“Nhwng ong a7y c6 hoang phi khong?”

“C4 hai chiing t6i khong xem dé 1a diéu quan trong. Ching tdi biét ring

ngay nao do...” Nang hau nhw lo’ dang. R'01 ngung bat.



Poirot voi néi: “Hai vi tinh dé€n viéc thwra k& phai khong? Diéu d6 c6 the€
thong cam dwoc.” R6i Ong ti€p tuc: “Co the c6 da bi€t k&t qua cua viéc
kham nghi€m ti thi ba cd6 minh. Ba &y chét vi bi dau doc morphin.”

“To61 khong gi€t co t61.” Elinor lanh lung noi.

“Co c6 gitp ba ay ty sat khong?”

“Tbi gitip a? O, t6i hiéu r'oi. Khong, tdi khong lam viéc d6.”

“Co c6 biét ring c6 minh chwa lam di chiic khong?”

“Khong, tdi khong biét.” Giong nang gio’ diy u€ oai—budn nan. Cau tra
loi tho o va may moc.

“Con ban than ¢0, c6 c6 lam di chic khong?” Poirot héi.

“Céa.”

“Co6 lam n6 vao cai hdom bac si Lord néi v&i ¢6 vE viéc nay a?”

“Phai.”

Mat nang bat chot lai tng hdong. “Co d€ gia tai lai cho ai, thwa cd
Carlisle?”

Elinor lang 1€ dap: “To6i d€ lai toan bd cho Roddy—cho Roderick
Welman.”

“Ong &Yy c6 biét chuyén nay khéng?”

“Chéc chdn 12 khong.”

“C0 khong ban bac v&i 6ng Ay sao?”

“Di1 nhién 1a khong. Ra't ¢6 the anh &y s€ vO cung bdi r6i va khong maYy
thich viéc t61 lam.”

“C6 ai khac bi€t ndi dung ban di chic cta cd khong?”

“Chi c6 6ng Seddon—va cdc thw ky cua Ong Ay, t6i nghi vay.”



“Ong Seddon théo di chiic gitp c6 phai khong?”

“Phai. Toi vi€t thw cho Ong ta ngay trong buoi chiéu hom ay—y tdi 1a
buoi chiéu ngay bac si Lord néi v&i téi vE viéc nay.”

“C0 ¢6 dich than di gri thw khong?”

“Khong. Toéi d€ nd vao hop thw nha cuing véi cdc thw tie khac.”

“Cd viét thw, dit vao phong bi roi niém lai, gin tem va bd vao thiing thu
—comme ¢a*? Cd khdng ngwng lai d€ suy nghi a? Khong doc lai thw a?”

Elinor nhin 6ng chidm cham: “C4, t6i c¢6 doc lai chi a. Toi di ra ngoai
tim con tem. Khi tré’ vao, tdi chi nhin qua thw xem minh vi€t c6 16 rang
khong.”

“Luc &y ¢6 ai trong phong v&i ¢6 khong?”

“Chi ¢6 Roddy thoi.”

“Ong &Yy c6 biét ¢d dang 1am gi khong?”

“T6i da néi voi Ong r'6i—khong.”

“Vay c6 th€ ¢ ai d6 doc thw khi ¢6 ra khdi phong khong?”

“Tb6i khong biét... Y 6ng 1a mot trong nhitng ngwdi hau phai khong? Toi
nghi cling ¢ th€, n€u ho tinh co bwdc vao trong khoang thoi gian tdi ra
khoi phong.”

“Va trede khi 6ng Roderick Welman budc vao a?”

“Vang.”

“Vay c6 th€ 6ng &y cling da doc thw r'oi?” Poirot noi.

Giong Elinor ranh rot va day khinh miét: “Thwa 6ng Poirot, tdi xin bao
dam v&i Ong 1a ngeoi ‘anh ho’ cua tdi, nhw cach 6ng goi, khong bao gio
doc thu ctia ngeoi khac.”

“Pé 1a y nghi da dwoc cong nhan, tdi hieu. C6 c6 the s€ ngac nhién khi



nhiéu ngwoi lam nhirng viéc ‘khdng nén lam.’”

Elinor nhun vai.

Poirot ba't cho't hoi: “Cé phai ngay hdm dé y nghi gi€t Mary Gerrard Tan
dau tién xua't hién trong c6?”

Lan tht ba mit Elinor d&i sic. Lan nay mit nang dé hong 1én. Nang néi:
“Peter Lord n6i v&i 6ng nhw vy a?”

Poirot nhe nhang tra loi: “Chinh /a ldc &y phai khong? Khi ¢ nhin vao
ctra sO va trong tha’y c6 ta dang vi€t di chic cho minh. Chuyén &Yy khién c6
tha’y khoi hai, ddng khéng—va c¢6 nghi néu Mary Gerrard tinh co chét di
thi s€ thudn tién bi€t maYy...”

Elinor théu thao nhw sfp bi ngat thé: “Ong &'y hi€u—o6ng 4y nhin t6i va
ong Ay hieu...”

“Béc si Lord hiéu rat 15... Anh ta khong phai thang ngdc, chang trai téc
hung mét tan nhang aYy...”

“C6 ding la 6ng &y ci 6ng dén d€'— gitp t6i khong?” Elinor ha giong.

“Ping vay, thwa tiu thw.”

“T6i khong hi€u.” Nang thé dai. “Khong, t6i khong hi€u.”

“Co Carlisle, xin c6 hay nghe t61. C6 can cho t61 bi€t chinh xac viéc gi
da xay ra vao hdm Mary Gerrard chét: ¢6 di dau, lam gi; con hon the’, toi
thdm chi con mudn bi€t cd nghi gi nra.”

Nang nhin 6ng chong choc. R6i mot nu cwoi mim ky quéc hién trén moi
nang: “Ong han phai 12 ngudi don gidn dén mic khong ngd. Ong khong
nhan thay t6i s& dé dang néi doi 6ng thé nao w?”

“Chuyén do6 khong quan trong,” Poirot di€ém tinh.

Nang bo1 r61: “Khong quan trong sao?”



“Khong, thwa ti€u thw, b&i 1o néi doi ciing gidp ngwoi nghe hi€u dwoc
nhiéu diéu nhw 11 néi that, cé khi con nhiéu hon 1a khac. Nao, xin ¢6 bit
dau di. C6 gdp ba quan gia ciia minh, ba Bishop t6t bung. Ba &y mudén dén
giup cd. Co khong cho phép. Tai sao vay?”

“T6i mudn ¢ mot minh.”

“Tai sao?”

“Tai sao? Tagi sao? Vi t61i mué6n—mudn suy nghi.”

“C06 mudn teong twegng—ding vay. R6i sau d6 cd lam gi?”

Elinor bwéng binh hi't cim: “T6i mua pa-té d& lam xing-uych.”

“Hai hii phai khong?”

“Hai.”

“R'6i cd dén Hunterbury. C6 lam gi & d6?”

“T6i 1&n phong co toi va bit dau xem xét ti mi d'6 dac clia ba.”

“Co tim céi gi?”

“Tim cai a?” Nang cau may. “Quén do—thw tw cli—hinh anh—nw
trang.”

“Khong c6 bi mat nao sao?”

“Bi mat? T6i khong hiéu 6ng ndi gi.”

“Thoi chiing ta ti€p tuc di. R6i sao nwra?”

“T6i xudng phong chira thirc An va cit xing-uych...”

“R61 ¢0 nghi—gi?”

Do6i mét xanh bigc chot long 1én. Nang d4p: “T6i nghi t&i ngudi triing
»

tén v&i minh. Eleanor xir Aquitaine*...

“T6i hi€u ca roi.”



“Ong hiéu a?”

“Q, ding vay. Tdi biét cau chuyén dé. Nang cho Fair Rosamund dworc
chon gitra dao gdm hodc chén thudc doc. Rosamund chon thudc ddce...”

Elinor ling thinh. Gi¢ ddy mit nang tring béch.

“Nhwng c6 th€ Tan nay thi khdong cé lwa chon nao khdc... Xin ti€u thw
néi ti€p, roi sao nra?”’

“T6i x&p xang-uych da lam xong ra khay r'oi di xu6ng nha thwong truc.
Y t4 Hopkins cling Mary c6 mit & d6. T6i n6i v&i ho rang tdi c¢6 banh xing-
uych & nha trén.”

Poirot nhin nang khé néi: “Vang, roi moi ngwoi cuing 1€n nha 16, ding
khong?”

“Ping vay. Ching t6i—dung xang-uych trong phong khach buoi sang.”

Poirot lai néi kh&: “Véng, vang—vdn con nhw dang mo... R06i sau
do...”

“Sau d6?” Nang nhin chong choc. “T6i d€ ¢6 &y lai—Iic d6 cod ta dang
dirng bén ctra s6—va vao phong chira thirc n. Van con gidng nhw dng néi
—nhw trong mo... Ba y ta dang rira chén bat... T6i dwa hil pa-té cho ba ta.”

“Vang—vang. R'6i chuyén gi xay ra? Co ti€p tuc nghi vé cai gi?”

Elinor mor mang: “Trén ¢G tay ba y td c6 mdt vét xwdre. Toi hai thi ba ta
bdo d6 la do gai & bui h'éng canh nha thwong trwc. Hoa hong canh nha
thwong triwe... Roddy va t6i ¢6 Tan cai nhau—da lau roi—veé Chi€n tranh
Hoa hdng. T61 1a Lancaster con anh 2y 1a York. Anh &y thich hoa h'ong
tring. Toi bao rang ching khong cé that—tham chi con khong cé hwong!
Tai thich nhitng déa h'ong to dd thim, mwot nhrr nhung va ngit hrong mua

ha... Ching t6i cii nhau that ngd'c nghéch. Ong thdy d6, moi viéc lai quay



V€ voi t0i— & trong phong chira thirc an &y —va r'éi c6 diéu gi d6—diéu gi
d6 thay d6i—ndi odn hon den toi trong tim t0i—da tan bi€n—khi tdi nhé
lai thoi tré tho chdng tdi da s6ng cung nhau ra sao. T6i khdng con cdm ghét
Mary nwra. T6i khong con mudn cd &y chét...”

Nang ngurng lai.

“Nhuwng sau dé, khi ching toi tre lai phong khach thi ¢6 &y dang hap
h6i...”

Nang lai ngung bat. Poirot nhin nang hét sitc cham chd. Nang dd mat
néi: “Ong s& hdi t6i—mot Tan nita—1a t6i ¢6 giét Mary Gerrard khong chir
gi?”

Poirot ding 1én ndi voi: “To6i sé khong hdi ¢bd gi ca. Cé nhirng diéu toi

khong mudn bi€t...”



CHUONG 19

Béc s Lord d6n chuyé&n tau hda & san ga theo yéu cau.

Hercule Poirot twr trén tau bwdc xudng. Trong 6ng ra dang dan tha do,
chan mang doi giay da miii nhon tinh xdo.

Peter Lord lo 1ing nhin 6ng chim chim, nhung Hercule Poirot khong d&
10 diéu gi.

“T6i hét sitc c& ging d€ trd 10 céc cau hdi cta ong.” Peter Lord néi.
“Mot 1a, Mary Gerrard roi noi nay di London vao ngay 10 thang Bdy. Hai
14, t6i van chwra ¢6 quan gia—chi ¢6 hai ¢d bé nhi nhanh trong coi nha cira.
T6i nghi c6 1€ dng mudn néi d€n ba Slattery, quan gia clia dng Ransome —
ngwoi tién nhiém cha t6i. Toi ¢6 the dwa dng d€n gap ba Ay ngay sang nay
né&u 6ng mudn. Toi da sip x&p v&i ba ta roi.”

“Véng, t6i nghi n€u gip ba Ay trwedre tién thi cling dwore.”

“R'6i 6ng néi 6ng muén dén Hunterbury, tdi c6 th€ di cung 6ng. Toi rat
ngac nhién vi sao 6ng van hé chwa dén d6. Toi khong hi€u tai sao Tan trwdce
khi vé day ong lai khong dén. To6i cr ngo viéc dau tién phai lam trong mét
vy 4n nhw thé nay 1a xem xét hién treong xay ra toi ac chir!”

Ho'i nghi€éng dau sang bén, Hercule Poirot hoi: “Vi sao?”

“Vi sao a?” Peter Lord khd chwng hing tredc cau hodi &y. “D6 khong
phai 1a chuyén thdng thwong phai 1am hay sao?”

“Nguoi ta khong hanh ngh€ tham t& tw sach gido khoa ma phai dung tri

tué troi cho.”



“Nhwng 6ng c6 the' tim ra manh mdi nao d6 ¢ noi ay.”

Poirot théd dai: “Cau doc qua nhiéu truyén trinh thim day. Canh sat &
da't nede nay hoan toan ddng ngwdng mo. Toi tin chic ring ho da kham xét
ngdi nha va viron twgre hét strc can than r'oi.”

“D€ tim chirng ¢ chdng lai Elinor Carlisle chir khdng phai tim chirng
ctr ¢6 lgii cho ¢6 &y.”

Poirot lai thé dai: “Lyc lwgng canh sat y—ho ¢é phai 1a quy dir dau hé
ciu! Elinor Carlisle bj bét vi nhitng chitng cit tim thA'y da da hinh thanh
mot vu td tung chong lai ¢6 &y—mot vu an dac biét nghiém trong, cé thé
ndi nhw vay. T6i c6 d&€n dé diu tra xem xét cling vo ich mdt khi canh sat da
lam viéc &Yy r'6i.”

“Nhung bay gio ong lai mu6n dé€n dé ma?” Peter phan doi.

Hercule Poirot git dau: “Phai—bay gio thi lai can dén d6. Bai 1€ t6i biét
chinh xdc minh dang tim cdi gi. Ngudi ta phai hi€u van dé bang cach dong
nio trwde khi dung d&n doi mét.”

“Vay la 6ng nghi ¢6 the’ con—-cdi gi—& d6 sao?”

“T6i thodng nghi rang chiing ta s& tim thay gi d6—ding vay.”

“Cai gi d6 chirng t6 Elinor vo tdi a?”

“Cha, tdi khong né6i vy dau nhé.”

Peter Lord sitng so. “Ong khong dinh néi 12 6ng vdn nghi ¢6 &y pham
toi ch?”

“Phéi chor dori anh ban a,” Poirot trinh trong néi, “trede khi ¢6 ddp an

cho cau héi nay.”



Poirot diing bita trira v&ri vién béc si trong mot ciin phong ngin nip dé chiu
cé ctra sO m@ ra vwon.

“Ong c6 tim tha’y diéu minh c¢n & ba cu Slattery khong vay?” Lord héi.

“C6 chw.” Poirot gat dau.

“Ong thiec sw can gi & ba Ay?”

“Chuyén tam phao thoi! K€ lai nhirng chuyén ngay xwa. Mot s6” tdi ac
thwong ¢6 ngu'én con te qua khir. Toi nghi chuyén nay cling vay.”

Peter Lord cdu kinh néi: “Ong néi gi ma toi chealng hiéu ti teo nao.”

Poirot ciroi mim: “Mo6n cd nay twoi ngon that.”

Lord ndn néng néi: “Chéc chén roi. Ty tay tdi cAu dwoc sidng nay trirde
gior di€m tadm daYy. Nay Poirot, tdi ¢6 the bi€t chuit gi vé viéc dng dang cit
lwc lao vao khong? Sao 6ng lai gitr bi mat voi t6i?”

Nguwoi kia 1¢c dau.

“Bé&i vi cho dé&n nay van chwa c6 chit tia sdng nao ca. Toi cir ludn phai
bt thinh linh ngung lai tredc thye t& 1a khong ai khac ¢6 1y do d€ giét
Mary Gerrard —ngoai tree Elinor Carlisle.”

“Ong khong th€ chic chin nhw the” dau. Xin nhé 1a c6 géi 4y di 6 thoi
gian ra nwdc ngoai.”

“Vang, vang, to1 da di€u tra viéc d6 roi1.”

“Ong dich than sang Dtrc 4?7

“Toi &y a, khong.” Ong cwdi tim tim roi néi ti€p: “T6i ¢ cém cha
minh!”

“Ong c¢6 the'tin vao nguwoi khac sao?”



“Di nhién. T6i khdng phai chay hét noi nay dén noi khac, lam mot cach
tai t¢ nhirng viéc ma nguwoi khac ¢6 the’ lam mdt cach chuyén nghiép chi
v&i mot khoan thu lao nho nhd. Pam bdo vdi ciu, mon cher, toi nhiéu muu
k& 18m. T6i c6 vai tro’ td dic lyc—trong s6” d6 c6 tén tirng 12 dao chich.”

“Ong diing anh ta vao viéc gi?”

“Viéc gan day nhat t6i nho anh ta 1a luc soét thit k§ can hd chia 6ng
Welman.”

“Thé& hén ta tim cdi gi?”

“Ta mudn bié€t chinh xdc ngwoi kia néi d6i ta nhirng gi.”

“Vay ong Welman c6 néi do1 6ng khong?”

“Dtt khoat 1a c6.”

“Con ai khac n6i d61 6ng khong?”

“Moi nguoi, t6i nghi thé: Y td O’Brien d&i theo ki€u mo mdng vién
vong; y td Hopkins thi ngoan c& bwdng binh; ba Bishop thi doc dia chua
cay. Con anh thi—”

“Troi!” Peter Lord ngét 16 6ng khong ¢an gitt y. “Ong tin 12 t6i khong
noi doi Ong, dung khong?”

“Chuwa chéic,” Poirot thtra nhan.

Bdc si Lord nga nguoi ra gh®: “Ong 14 ngwdi hoai nghi, Poirot a.” R6i
anh no6i ti€p: “Néu 6ng da xong thi ching ta 1€n dwong dén Hunterbury
nhé? Sau d6 toi phai di tham vai bénh nhan, ti€p theo con mdt ca mo nira.”

“Tuy anh sdp x&p.”

Ho di b6 va buwdc vao khu nha qua 167 ctra sau. Nira dwong ho gdp mot



thanh nién cao 1on dién trai dang day xe cit kit. Anh ta gid mil kinh can

chao béc si Lord.

“Chao budi sang, Horlick. Pay la Horlick, ngwoi lam veon Poirot a.
Sang hom &y cau ta lam viéc & day.”

“Vang thwa ngai, toi c6 & day. Sang hom &y t6i gap c6 Elinor va néi
chuyén voi ¢6.” Horlick néi.

“C0 &y n6i gi voi cau?” Poirot hoi.

“Co Ay bao rang khu nha sip ban di roi, diéu d6 1am tdi khd sting sot
thwa ngai; nhwng c6 Elinor bdo ¢6 &y s€ néi voi 6ng Thi€u td Somervell
gidp toi, c6 the 6ng Ay s€ giwr toi lai day khi biét tdi da dwoe rén luyén t6t
duwdi quyén dng Stephens nhu thé nao—néu 6ng &y khong cho ring tdi con
qua tré d¢’'lam doi tredng.”

“C0 &y nom c6 gidng nhw moi ngay khong, Horlick?”

“Sao a, ¢ chir thra ngai, ngoai trir ¢6 &y ¢ vé hoi phan khich—nhw
the’ trong dau c6 &y dang c¢6 chuyén gi vay.”

“Céau c6 bi€t Mary Gerrard khong?” Poirot héi.

“O thwa ngai ¢6 a. Nhung khong nhiéu 14m.”

“Co6 2y la ngwoi nhu thé nao?”

Horlick c6 vé ling ting: “Nhw th& nao a thwa ngai? Y ngai mudn néi
trong c6 ta nhw thé" nao a?”

“Khong dung. Y t6i 12 ¢d a'y thudc loai phu ntr nao?”

“A, thwa ngai, c6 8y la loai ra't cao cap. An néi t& nhi, dai loai th&". Phai
néi ring co ta nghi t&i ban than hoi nhiu. Ong biét d6, ba cu Welman ra't
quan tim dé&n cd &y. Piéu d6 khién cho bd cd &y ndi dién 1én. Ong ta liic

nao cling gdat nhw mam &y.”



Poirot lai héi: “T6i nghe n6i 6ng 1ao &'y tinh tinh khong dwoe vui vé phai
khong?”

“Vang, thyc st 12 vdy. Lic nao cling cdc cin git gdng, hie€m c6 101 tik t&
voi ngweoi khac.”

“Cau c6 mit & diy vao budi sdng hom &y. Vay ciu 1am viéc & chd nao?”

“Cha y€&u la trong khu veeorn canh nha bép, thwa ngai.”

“Twr chd 4y ciu ¢6 the trong tha’'y ngdi nha khong?”

“Khong, thwa ngai.”

Peter Lord hoi: “Né&u ai d6 buwdc vao nha—dén chd cira s& phong chira
thirc dn—cdu c6 the nhin thd’y ho khong?”

“Khong a, to1 khong thdy dugc thwa ngai.”

“Cau di dn h'di may gio'?” Peter Lord hai tié€p.

“Thwa ngai, vao lic mot gior ding.”

“Vay céu c6 thdy gi khdng—mot ngwroi nao lang vang quanh ddy —hodc
mot chi€c xe hoi bén ngoai—bat cir diéu gi nhw vay?”

Chang trai nhwén may o vé hoi ngac nhién: “O bén ngodi cOng sau 2,
thwa ngai? Chi c6 xe clia ngai thoi—ngoai ra khong c6 xe ai khac.”

“Xe cua toi a!” Peter Lord kéu 1€n. “Khdng phai xe cta t6i! Sang hom
4y toi di Withenbury, dén sau hai gio m&i quay ve.”

Horlick c¢6 v& bdi rdi. Anh ta h'd nghi néi: “Tdi chic chin 12 xe clia ngai,
thwa ngai.”

“Ma thoi, chéng quan trong gi. Chao ciu Horlick.” Peter Lord vi va noi.

Anh va Poirot di ti€p. Horlick nhin chong choc theo ho mot h'6i roi tw tw
quay V€ v&i chi€c xe cut kit.

Peter Lord kh€ néi—vé phan khich cao do: “Sau clung ciing da cé



chuyén gi d6. Xe ctia ai do trén dwong sang hom 4y nhi?”

“Xe cua cau hiéu gi nhi?” Poirot hoi.

“Xe Ford mwoi—mau xanh nwdc bién. Loai nay rat phd bién, di nhién
roi.”

“Cau khfmg dinh chi€c xe hom Ay khong phai cia minh sao? Cau cé
nh¢ nhdm ngay khong?”

“T6i tuyét d6i chic chin. Toi di Withenbury va trd v& mudn, tranh thl
an trra qua loa, roi c6 dién thoai bao viéc Mary Gerrard, t61 voi va dé€n.”

Poirot nhe nhang néi: “Ban o1, c6 vé cudi cling chiing ta cling nim bét
duorc di€u gi do ro rang.”

“Ai do dd c6 mdt sdng hém 4y... Mot ngueoi khong phai 1a Elinor
Carlisle, cting khong phai Mary Gerrard hay Hopkins...” Peter Lord ndi.

“Piréu nay ra't dang lwu y. Nao, ching ta thi diéu tra xem. Chaamg han,
dat gia thi€t c6 mot ngwoi dan 6ng — hay dan ba — mudn ti€p can ngdi nha
ma khong ai trong tha’y ho, thi ho s& phai lam sao?”

bi ntra dwong, c6 mot 161 ré xuyén qua cac bui cdy. Ho budc vao 161 di
Ay va d&n mot nga ré, Peter Lord nim chit tay Poirot chi vé phia khung cira
0. Anh néi: “Dé 1a ctra s& phong chira thirc dn noi Elinor cit banh xing-
uych.”

“Va tir chd nay, ké nao doé cd thé’thdy co 4y dang cdt banh.” Poirot thi
thao. “Né&u t6i nhd khdong Tam thi hom &y cira s6 dang mé?”

“Ctra s6 mé toang. Ong nhé khong, hdm &y 13 mdt ngay néng birc.”

Hercule Poirot ddm chiéu néi: “Vay n€u cé ké nao muén 1én quan sat
chuyén gi dang xay ra, thi day la vi tri t6t.”

Hai nguwoi di loanh quanh tim ki&€m. Peter Lord néi: “C6 mdt chd & day



—sau may bui ciy ndy. Pa c¢6 cdy bj gidm nét, gio' ching moc lai roi,
nhwng ong c6 th€ nhin tha’y kha r6 rang.”

Poirot bwdc lai gan anh. Ong trdm ngdm néi: “Phéi, ddy 1a mot chd
thuan lgi. Khua't sau 161 di, va qua 10 hong ttr bui ciy ¢6 thé nhin rd cira soO.
Nio, xem anh chang ding & day da lam gi! Hén ta hit thudc ching?”

Ho khom minh quan sat mat da‘t, vet canh 14 kho sang mot bén.

Dot nhién Hercule Poirot 1am bam gi d6. Peter Lord dang tim ki€m Iién
dirng thang nguwdi lén: “Céi gi vay?”

“La hop diém ban ori. Mot hop diém rong vii dwdi dat, wdt siing va muc
ra.”

Ong than trong va khéo 1éo ning mAu vat 1én, dit né trén mau gidy viét
thw rit tw tdi minh.

“Hang ngoai! Chua oi! Hop diém Duwc!” Peter Lord noi.

“Ma Mary vira m&i & Puc ve!”

Peter Lord hén hé: “Gid thi ching ta da tim thay gi d6 roi! Ong khong
th€ phd nhan chi!”

“Cé 1€...” Hercule Poirot cham rai noi.

“Chét tiét! Quanh day c6 ai dung di€m ngoai nhi?”

Hercule Poirot n6i: “T6i hi€u—Toi hieu.”

DPo6i mit 6ng, d6i méit khé hiéu nhin qua 186 hdng & bui ciy hudng vé
phia ctra s6. Ong néi: “Hoan toan khdng don gidn nhw cdu nghi dau. C6
mot khé khan 1o, ty cdu khong thd’y sao?”

“Gi vay? Noi toi nghe di.” Poirot tho dai.

“Ne€u cau khong ty tim ra thi... Nhung thoi, chung ta di ti€p nao.”

Ho vao nha. Peter Lord dung chia khéa m¢& ctra sau.



Anh din dwong di qua phong rira chén bat vao nha b&p, qua nha bép doc
theo hanh lang 1a phong vé sinh & mot bén va bén kia la phong chira thirc
an. Hai ngwoi nhin quanh phong chira thirc an.

Trong phong c6 nhirng chié€c tu loai thong dung v&i cira kinh lua, chira
d6 str va thuy tinh. Cé mot bé€p ga v&i hai m dun cung ma’y hop nho ghi
mac Tra va Ca phé ¢ day ké phia trén. C6 bon rira chén va khay tp chén
bat. B&i dién voi cira s6 1a mdt cai ban.

Peter Lord néi: “Elinor Carlisle da cit xing-uych trén ban nay. Mau
nhan morphin dwoe tim thd’y & k& nirt trén san nha ngay bén dwdi bon rira
chén.”

Poirot tram ngam: “Canh sat da tim ki€m can than. Ho khong bd sét gi
nhi€u dau.”

“Khong c6 bang chitng nao cho thay Elinor dong d&n 6ng thudc Ay ca!”
Peter Lord gidn dr n6i. “Cé ké nao d6 nap & bui ciy bén ngoai rinh nang.
Khi nang xudng nha thudng trire, hin ta thira cor 18n vao, mé nit §ng thudc
nghién vai vién morphin thanh bt va rai 1én mi€ng xang-uych trén cung.
Hin ta khong nhan ra minh da Iam rdch mdt géc nhan hiéu thudc, va mau
gid’y &y roi xudng khe nit trén san. Hin voi va trd ra, nd mdy xe va bd di.”

Poirot thé dai. “Nhwng ciu van cdn chua trong thd’y kia ma! That ky la,
mot ngwoi thong minh nhw ciu sao lai dan don dén vay!”

Peter Lord ndi néng hdi ging: “Y 6ng khong tin c6 k& nap trong bui ciy
canh chung ctra s6 nay a?”

“Cé chwr, t6i tin rang...” Poirot dap.

“Vay du d6 1a ai thi ching ta cling phai tim cho ra!”

Poirot Iam bam: “Ching ta khong phai di tim xa dau, tdi nghi vay.”



“Ong dinh nd6i 12 6ng biét a?”

“T61 dang ¢6 mot ¥ nghi cyc hay.”

Peter Lord thong tha néi: “Vay la dam thudc ha cia dng da diéu tra &
Dirc va da bao voi 6ng chuyén gi d6...”

Hercule Poirot vd v0 vao trdn minh: “T4t cad & ddy nay, & trong du toi
&y anh ban o1i... Nao, ching ta ki€m tra nha lon di.”

Sau cuing ho dirng trong can phong noi Mary Gerrard chét.

Ngobi nha mang bau khong khi khac thwong: dwong nhw con 1on von
dau day chuyén da xay ra cung nhirng diém go&'.

Peter Lord m& mot ctra s0. Anh khé rung minh: “Noi nay hét nhw mot
nam mo...”

“Gia nhwr nhirng birc twong cd the Ién ti€ng...” Poirot ndi. “Moi diéu
déu xay ra & day, trong ngdi nha nay—la khdi dau cia toan bd cau
chuyén.”

Ong ngung mét chit rdi nhe nhang ndi: “Chinh trong cin phong nay,
Mary Gerrard da chét.”

“Ho tim tha’y ¢6 2y ng0i canh ctra s0, trén chi€c ghé’kia...”.

Hercule Poirot tram ngam: “M&t thi€u nr—xinh dep—Ilang man uv? C6
ay c6 muwu d6 gi khong? C6 phadi 1a ké hoom hinh lam mau lam me khéng?
Co &y ¢6 diu dang, dang yéu, khéng chit meu mo6 khong... mét cd bé méi
vao doi... mot thi€u nir gidng nhw mdt bong hoa khoéng?...”

Peter Lord néi: “DAu c¢d ta nhw thé nao di ntra thi cling c¢6 ké da mudn cd
ta chét.”

“T6i tw hdi...” Poirot Iam bam.

Lord nhin Ong tran tro1: “Ong dinh néi gi kia?”



“Chuwa.” Poirot 1ic d4u roi 1dng qua chuyén khdc.

“Chiing ta da di khip ngdi nha, dd xem xét moi thitr ¢an xem. Gio thi
xudng nha thwong tric nao.”

O day moi thit cling dau vao di’y: cdc phong day bui nhung ngin nép,
d6 dung ca nhan da dwoc don sach. Hai nguoi dan 6ng dieng dé chung vai
phit. Khi ho bwde ra ngoai troi, Poirot cham vao chom 14 cia bui h'ong leo
bén gian lwdi mét cdo. Nhitng déa hoa mau hdng tda hwong ngot ngio.
Ong n6i nhd: “Cau c6 biét loai hong nay khong? Tén né 1a Zephyrine
Drouhin day.”

Peter Lord céu kinh: “Cai gi kia?”

“Khi t6i gap Elinor Carlisle, cd &y ¢6 néi vai tdi vEé hoa h'ong. Chinh ldc
Ay tdi bat dau tha'y —tuy chwa hin sang hoan toan nhung da co6 chuit le 161,
nhr ngwrdi ngdi thu hda nhin thay khi thu sip ra khdi dwong ham. Khong
nhiéu 4nh sdng cho 1dm, nhwng hita hen s& sing r5.”

Peter Lord cay nghiét: “Nang néi gi v&i anh?”

“Co &y k€ vé thoi tho au ciia minh, thuéd choi dua trong khu vwron nay,
chuyén c6 &y va Roderick Welman chia Iam hai phe. Ho 1a ké thu ctia nhau,
vi anh ta thich hoa h'ong tring xit York —sic mau lanh va chan phwong, con
cd Ay thi yéu hoa hdong dd, mau hoa h'éng Lancaster, c6 &y néi voi toi the,
Hoa h'ong d4 tda hrrong thom, mau sic ryc rér, ddy dam mé va soi ndi. Va
d6 chinh 1a di€m khac biét gitra Elinor Carlisle va Roderick Welman, céu
a.”

“Piéu d6 c6 y nghia gi chir?”

“N6 cho thdy Elinor Carlisle—mot con ngwoi n'dng nhiét va kiéu hanh
da dat tinh yéu v6 vong vao mot nguoi dan 6ng khong biét dap lai tinh yéu

cua minh...”



“T6i khong hi€u 6ng...” Peter Lord ndi.

“Nhung t6i thi tdi hi€u ¢6 @y... T6i hi€u ca hai ngeoi ho. Nao, ching ta
quay veé lan nira khoang tr6ng trong bui ciy &y di.”

Ho lflng lang di vé hwdng d6. Gueong mét tan nhang ctia Peter Lord day
lo 14ng va buec titc.

Khi ho t&i noi, Poirot dirng ba't ddng mot h'oi, con Peter Lord thi quan
sat ong.

R6i bat ngo’ vién thdm t& nhd con thd hét ra td vé phat y: “Thuc sy 1a
qua don gian. Ciu c6 thdy 14p ludn cta minh pham sai Tam chét nguoi
khong? Theo gia thi€t ctia ciu thi ké nao do, cé th€ 1a mot ga dan dng ting
quen bi€t Mary Gerrard & Puc, da dén diy voi y dinh giét ¢6 &y. Nhung
xem ndy anh ban toi, hdy xem nay! Hiy md to ca hai con mét thit cta cau,
bdi vi con mét trf tué xem ra khong gitp ich gi cho ciu ca. Cu nhin thay gi
tir chd nay: cdi cra s, ding khong nao? Va bén cira s& &y 12 mot ¢od gdi. Co
dang cit xiing-uych. Cé nghia, d6 1 Elinor Carlisle. Nhung suy nghi mot
chit di: Cdi gi da khién tén rinh trém @y biét la xdng-uych sdp dwoc dem
moi Mary Gerrard? Khong ai bi€t diéu d6 ngoai Elinor Carlisle—chinh co6
ay chir khong ai khdc! Tham chi Mary Gerrard cling khong biét, y ta
Hopkins lai cang khong.

“Vay diéu gi s& xay ra tiép theo—né&u hin ta ding dé quan sat, hodc néu
sau d6 hin dé&n g4n ctra sO va 18n vao mé tay vao miéng xing-uych? Hén s&
nghi gi va twdng gi? Hin ta nghi, hin ta chic chin nghi ring chinh Elinor

Carlisle sé an nhitng miéng xdng-uych ay...”



CHUONG 20

Poirot go ctra can nha tranh ctia nha y td Hopkins. Miéng con nh'6m nhoam
béanh, ba ta ra m¢ cura.

“A, éng Poirot, gior thi 6ng mudn gi ddy?” Ba ta x3ng giong.

“T61 vao nha dugc khong a?”

Y t4 Hopkins mién cwdng 1ui lai va Poirot dwoc phép budc qua ngwong
ctra. Hopkins di pha tra, va mot phit sau Poirot ho'i ma't tinh than nhin tach
tra dac sanh nhw muec.

“Tra vira m&i pha dd'y —ngon va déc sanh!” Y td Hopkins 1én ti€ng.

Poirot than trong khu&'y tra va diing cdm chiéu mot ngum. Ong néi: “Ba
c6 nghi vi sao t6i toi day khong?”

“Néu 6ng khong néi ra thi t61 khong bi€t dau, that dd’y. Toi khong tw
nhan 1a ngwoi gidi dodan y nghi ngwoi khac.”

“T6i dé€n d€ hoi ba vE sy that.”

Y t4 Hopkins gian dir ditng phit ddy: “Chuyén nay nghia 12 sao? T6i bao
gi¢y cling 12 ngudi that tha, chang phai thi hay che ddy ban than bing moi
cach. Khi bi di€u tra to61 da ndi toac ra chuyén ma't 6ng morphin trong khi
nhirng ngwoi khac & vi tri cda t6i sé€ gitr kin chuyén &Yy. Toi thwra bi€t minh
s€ bi khi€n trach vi da ba't can d€ chi€c cdp dau do; suy cho cung chuyén 8y
cé th€ xay ra voi bat ci ai! Xin ndi véi 6ng la chuyén &y khong tdt chiit
nao cho nghé nghiép cua toi, t6i bi khi€n trach vi thé. Nhung vi toi chéng

cO gi quan trong! To61 biet mot s& diéu cé li€n quan dén vy an, va thé 1a t61



noi thealng ra. Ong Poirot a, tdi s& c&m on dng n&u éng biét gitt lai nhitng 15
am chi bong gi6 ban thiu &y cho riéng minh! Khong c¢6 chuyén gi quanh cai
chét cia Mary ma t6i khong thaalng thin néi ra mot cch cdng khai, con n&u
ong c6 nghi ngoi gi khéc, thi t61 s€ bi€t on 6ng n€u O6ng néi co sach mach
c6 chitng! T6i hoan toan khong che gidu gi cd—bAa't cit chuyén gi! Toi sén
sang ra tred’c Toa tuyén thé va néi nhw the”

Poirot khong c& ngét 1o ba ta. Ong biét 18 céch x& sw v&i mot ngwdi
phu nit dang ndi gidn. Ong d€ yén cho ba ta sbi siing suc 1én r'di ngudi dén.
Sau d6 dng nhe nhang va 6n ton néi: “Tdi khong 4m chi ring c6 chuyén
lién quan dén td1 4&c ma ba chwa ndi ra.”

“Vay to1 muon biet 6ng dinh n6i gi?”

“T6i d€ nghi ba ndi sy that—khong phai vé cai chét, ma vé cudc doi
Mary Gerrard.”

“Oi cha!” Y t4 Hopkins td v& sing s&t. “Vay ra d6 1a diéu éng dang
mudn tim hi€u a? Nhung né ¢6 lién quan gi dén vu giét nguoi dau.”

“T6i khong néi ¢ lién quan, toi néi ring ba dang gidu chuyén minh biét
ve co ay.”

“To61 noi ra lam gi khi chuyén do chflng h€ dinh dang dén tdi 4c kia
ch?”

“Nhwng tai sao ba lai phai gidu?” Poirot nhin vai.

Y td Hopkins dé mat tia tai dap: “La vi khuon phép chung 6ng a! Nhurng
ngwoi trong cudc gior da chét ca roi. Ma do lai khdng phéi 1a chuyén cia
bat ctr ai khac.”

“N€&u chi la phong doan thi c6 theé khong can. Nhwng né€u ba bi€t chuyén

thwe sw thi lai khac.”



Y td Hopkins cham rdi néi: “To6i khong hi€u dich xac 6ng mudn néi
gi...”

“T6i s€ gitp ba. Téi da nghe nhirng 101 bong gid ti y td O’Brien va toi
da néi chuyén kha lau véi ba Slattery, ba &y cé tri nhé rat tdt vé nhirng
viéc xay ra hon hai mweoi ndm trwde. T6i s€ néi ba nghe chinh xac nhirng gi
toi bi€t dwoc. Thé nay, hon hai muroi ndm trede ¢é mot mdi tinh gitra hai
ngwoi. MOt ngwoi 1a ba Welman, lic &y mai géa ch'dng chirng vai nam, la
mot phu ntr trong tudi yéu dwong cudng nhiét va sau dam. Nguoi kia la
ngai Lewis Rycroft, ngwoi vo cling ba't hanh vi ¢ ba vg hoan toan mat tri.
Luat phap thoi &y khdong cho phép ly hon d€ giai thoat cho 6ng ta, va phu
nhan Rycroft thi sirc khde rat td't, cd th€ song t&i chin muoi tudi. Ngwoi ta
c6 the€ doan bi€t moi quan hé ctia ho, tdi nghi vay, nhwng ca hai déu ra't kin
ti€ng va than trong gitr the’ dién. Sau dé ngai Lewis Rycroft tt trdn.”

“Viy sao?”

“T6i dodn sau khi 6ng ta mat thi c6 mot dira tré ra doi, va dira tré d6
chinh 1a Mary Gerrard.”

“Xem nhw 6ng da bie€t hét moi chuyén roi!”

“P¢ 1a nhitng gi t6i nghi. Nhung c6 th€ ba c¢6 ching c x4c thuyc ring
chuyén ding 1a the".”

Y td Hopkins ng6i ldng thinh cau may vai phiit, r'oi dot ngot dirng day di
v€ phia bén kia phong, m& ngan kéo 18y ra mdt phong bi mang lai cho
Poirot.

“T6i s€ ndi 6ng nghe thw nay dén tay tdi nhw thé nao. Xin nhé cho 1a toi
da tirng nghi ngo'. Triede hét 1a cach ba Welman nhin con bé, sau d6 toi lai
nghe ban tidn xi Xam vé chuyén kia. Khi Gerrard bi bénh, l1ao cling néi v&i

t6i Mary khong phai l1a con minh.



“R'6i sau khi Mary qua doi, téi don dep cho xong nha thwong tryc, va toi
tinh co tim thdy 14 the nay trong ngan kéo, gitra cac thir d6 dac cua lao
Gerrard. Ong doc xem trén d6 viét gi.”

Poirot doc dong tiéu dé bing myc da ngad mau: Giri Mary—xin giri thu
nay sau khi t6i chét. “Thw khong phai moi viét gan day a?” Poirot hoi.

“Khong phdi Gerrard vi€t dau,” Hopkins gidi thich. “D¢ 1a thw cia me
Mary, da qua doi mwoi bon ndm vé trede. Ba Ay dinh gri cho con géi,
nhwng ldo gia ci't n6 trong d6 dac cda minh vi vdy con bé chua bao gio
trong thay 1a thw—ma t6i lai cdm on vi con bé da khong thdy! N6 ¢6 the
ngang cao dau cho dén phiit cudi, khong c6 1y do gi d€'ho then ca.”

Ba ta ngdp nging r'oi néi tiép: “A, thw ddn kin, nhwng thd that véi ong
khi tim thdy t6i da boc ra va doc ngay tai chd, phai ndi 1€ ra t6i khong nén
lam viy. Nhung Mary ma't roi, to1 da dodn gia dodn non trong thu néi gi, va
toi nghi né khong lién quan dén ba't ky ai. Dau sao di ntra t6i cling khong
mudn hay 14 thw, b&di vi khong hiéu sao t6i cam thay lam viy la khong
dung. Nhung da’y, tot hon hét ty 6ng nén doc nd.”

Poirot rit ra to gid'y v&i tudng chir nhd géc canh:

Toi viét ra sw thdt nay phong khi cén dén. Toi la ngwoi hdu ciia ba
Welman & Hunterbury, ba rdt tot voi téi. Khi toi 16 ¢o thai, ba ludn
bénh vwc toi va nhdn téi vao lam viéc tro lai sau khi toi sinh xong;

nhwng dira bé khong song dworc.

Ba chii toi va ngai Lewis Rycroft yéu nhau nhwng ho khong the’ két
hon vi 6ng 4y da co v¢, va ba phu nhdn toi nghiép dy dang o trong
nha thwong dién. Ong Gy la mdt quy dng rdt t6t va hét long véi ba

Welman. Ong ay tir trdn, va chang bao ldu sau ba noi voi toi rang ba



sdp c6 em bé. Sau dé ba di Scotland va mang t6i theo. Pita bé dworc
sinh ra & do—¢& Ardlochrie.

Triwcoc day khi toi mang thai thi Bob Gerrard da rudng rdy toi, liic
nay anh 4y lai viét thw cho toi. Moi viéc dwoc dan xép theo cdch
chiing toi sé két hon va song tai nha thiwong triec, va anh &y nghi rang
dwa tré la con toi. Néu chiing toi song & do thi viéc ba Welman quan
tam dén dira bé co vé tw nhién, ba cé thé’day db chdu va cho chdu mot
Vi tri trong xd hoi.

Ba dy nghi t6t nhat khong nén cho Mary biét sy thdt. Ba Welman
cho chiing t6i mot khodn tién lon, nhwng khong co so’tién do toi ciing
san sang givip do* ba. Téi rat hanh phiic véi Bob, nhwng anh &y khong
hé yéu mén Mary. Toi da gite kin chuyén nay, khong noi voi bat cw ai,
nhwng toi nghi diing la toi phdi viét chuyén nay ra gidy trdng miec den
phong khi minh chét di.

Eliza Gerrard
(nhit danh Eliza Riley)

Hercule Poirot hit mot hoi that sdu roi1 gdp thu lai.

Y t4 Hopkins lo 4u néi: “Ong dinh s& 1am gi? Gio ho di chét ca roi! Pao

b&i nhirng chuyén &Yy 1én thi hay ho gi co chir! Moi ngwoi & ddy déu kinh

trong ba Welman, chwa ting ¢é chuyén gi lam x4u hinh anh cua ba dy ca.

Ma vu tai ti€ng xa xwa nay —that l1a kinh khing. V&i Mary ciing thé’, n6 1a

con bé ngoan. Sao lai d€ ai d6 bié€t dwgrc nd 1a dira con hoang? Xin d€ cho

ngwoi chét dwgc m6 yén ma dep, y toi 1a the”

“Ta con phai quan tdm dén ngwoi s6ng nira.” Poirot ndi.

“Nhung chuyén nay khong lién quan gi d&€n vu giét ngwoi ca.”



“C6 th€ lién quan nhiéu chir.” Poirot nghiém trang néi.

Ong budc ra khéi nha, d€ lai y td4 Hopkins chdm chdm nhin theo, m6m
ha hoc.

Ong vira di mdt quang thi nhan ra cé tiéng chan ngdp nging sau lung
minh. Ong dirng bude va quay lai. La Horlick, ngwdi 1am vuon tré tudi &
Hunterbury. Anh chang c6 vé bdi 161, tay vo vo chi€c mil.

“Thwa ngai, xin thtr 16i. T6i ¢6 th€ néi mdt cu dwgre khong a?” Horlick
ling bung.

“Puore chir. Chuyén gi vay?”

Horlick cang van manh chi€c mii, mit ngoanh di, 16 vé boi rdi dé€n khd
SO

“La vé chi€c xe hoi day a.”

“Chi&c xe d0 bén ngoai cong sau budi sang hom A’y phai khong?”

“Vang thwa ngai. Sdng nay bac si Lord n6i khdng phdi xe 6ng ay—
nhwng diing la xe 6ng 'y thwa ngai.”

“Cau bi€t dung sy thyc a?”

“Vang thwa ngai. Vi cai s6 xe do6 thwa ngai. La MSS 2022. To6i dic biét
lru y n6—MSS 2022. Ngai biét khong, trong lang chiing téi thwong goi la
Co6 Hai Hai! T6i hoan toan chéc chin thwra ngai.”

Poirot cwoi khé: “Nhung bac si Lord bdo sang hom d6 6ng &y di
Withenbury ma.”

Horlick néi giong kho s&: “Vang thwa ngai, t6i cling nghe 6ng &y néi
vay. Nhung dung la xe 6ng &'y ma, thwa ngai... To1 xin the.”

Poirot 6n t6n néi: “Cam on cau, Horlick, cau lam thé¢ 1a ddng r6i...”



1



CHUONG 21

Phong x& an c¢6 nong qua khong? Hay 1a lanh qua? Elinor Carlisle hoan
toan khong chic chin. C6 ldc nang thd’y néng hirng hwe nhu bi s6t, roi lap
tirc nang lai ring minh &n lanh.

Nang khong nghe thd’y doan cu6i ban cdo trang. Nang da thd h'on vé qua
khir—chdm chdm ngwoc dong cau chuyén, k€ tr ngay 14 thw quai ac &y
dén tay minh cho d&n khi vién si quan canh s4t nhin nhui may rau kia cat
giong ranh rot dé€n kinh hai: ‘Co 1a Elinor Katharine Carlisle. T61 c6 1€énh
tong giam cd vi toi muru sit Mary Gerrard bang thudc doc vio ngay 27
thang Bay vira qua, va tdi phai cinh bdo v&i co ring bat cit 1di néi ndo cia
cd cling sé dwore ghi lai va ¢6 the dwoe st dung nhw chieng ctr tai phién toa
xét X c0.’

Mach lac, trdi chdy mot cach ghé ron khung khi€p... Nang cam tha’y bi
cudn vao mot cd mdy tra dau ky, chay tron tru—da man va lanh luing.

Va gio’ nang dirng day, tredc vanh méng ngya gitra sy quan tdm sau sat
clia ban dan thién ha, v&i hang trim cip mat khong vo cam ciing ch:flng tan
bao, ctr hau hau nhin nang ra chiéu ha hé...

Duy chi bdi thAim doan 12 khong nhin nang. Ho ngwong ngling dwa mét
ngo sang chd khdc... ‘D6 1a vi ho biét chi chiit nita thoi ho s& néi gi...’

Nang nghi.



Béc si Lord ra lam chirng. C6 phai 1a Peter Lord—vién bac si tré mit tan
nhang ra't t& t&, vui tinh va than thién & Hunterbury khong? Gio diy trong
anh ctrng nhic va chuyén nghiép mot cdch lanh lung. Nhitng cau tra 1&i cta
anh thot ra don di€u, budn té: Anh dwoc ngwoi ta goi dién thoai dén toa
nha Hunterbury; qué tré khong 1am gi dwoc nira; Mary Gerrard chét sau khi
anh t&i chi vai phit; theo y kiéh c@ia anh, c6 chét do bi dau doc bang
morphin theo cach hi€m thay xdy ra— ‘th€ tdi cap’.

Ngai Edwin Bulmer dirng diy cha't van.

“Ong 12 nguoi chim séc stee khoe thwdng xuyén cho ba Welman qud c&
phai khong?”

“Thwa, ding vay.”

“Trong nhirng Ian tham bénh & Hunterbury h'6i thang Sau vwa qua, ong
cO dip nao trong tha’y bi cdo va Mary Gerrard cung nhau khong?”

“Cé vailan a.”

“Ong c6 th€ néi gi vé thdi do cta bj cdo d6i véi Mary Gerrard?”

“Hoan toan vui vé va ty nhién.”

Ngai Edwin Bulmer khé mim cwdi khinh khinh. “Ong khong thay bat
cir da'u hi€u nao cda ‘mdi hon ghen’ ma ching ta tirng nghe néi nhiéu
sao?”

Peter Lord nghi€n quai ham, qua quy€t dap: “Khong a.”

‘Nhung 6ng ta ¢ tha'y —di thay... Ong ta vi minh ma néi déi... Ong ta

bi€t...” Elinor nghi.



Sau Peter Lord, d&€n Iwot canh sat phdp y. Loi chirtng ciia 6ng ta dai hon va
chi tiét hon. Chét do bi ®4u doc bing morphin theo ‘th€ t&i cap’. Ong ta c6
vui 10ng gidi thich thuat ngi nay khong? Ong ta vui vé giai thich. Chét do
d4u doc bing morphin thwdng xay ra theo nhiéu cich khac nhau. Cach phd
bi€n nhat, nan nhan trai qua mdt giai doan bi kich dong rat manh, sau do
ngt lo mo' r'6i mé man, dong ti mét co lai. Mot hinh thtec khéc it phd bién
hon 1a ‘th€ t&i cap’, theo cdach goi cia ngwoi Phap. Trong treong hop nay
gid’c ngl 4p d&n ba't ngd trong mot thdi gian ra't ngin—khodng mudi phiit,

va @ong tr mét thwong gidn rong.

Toa nghi an r'oi lam viéc trd lai, danh vai ti€ng dong h'd cho 1o khai cua
chuyén gia y t&.

Béc si Alan Garcia, nha phan tich 15i lac va uyén béc, thich thi trinh bay
vé nhitng gi tim thdy trong da diy: banh mi, pa-t& c4, tra, morphin... bang
nhiéu thuit ngr thong thai va nhirng don vi thp phan khic nhau. Lwong
thud’c trong da day ngwoi chét wdc chirng bon gren*, ma chi mot gren ciing
da gay chét nguoi.

Ngai Edwin dtng 18n, vin 6n t6n: “T6i mudn 1am rd didu nay. Ong phat
hién trong da day khong c6 gi ngoai banh mi, bor, pa-té cd, tra va morphin.
Khong ¢6 thire dn gi khac sao?”

“Khong c6 gi khac.”

“C6 nghia la nguoi chét khong an gi khac ngoai xang-uych va tra trong

mot khoang thoi gian nha't dinh?”



“Puing the"”

“Cé cdi gi chi rd morphin dworc dwra vio co the bang cich nao khong?”

“T6i khong hi€u y ngai.”

“T6i s€ hoi don gian hon. Morphin cé the’ dd dwoe cho vao pa-té ca,
hodc trong banh mi, hodc trong bor phét vao banh mi, hodc trong nwoc tra,
hodc trong stra dwgc pha thém vao nwde tra, ding khong?”

“Chéc chén 1a vay.”

“Khong c6 ching ctt dic biét nao cho thd'y morphin ndm trong pa-té cd
hon 1a trong ba't cr cha't trung gian nao khac sao?”

“Khong a.”

“Va trong thyc t&, morphin c¢é thé’ dwgc dung riéng 1€ —nghia 1a hoan
toan khong can phwong tién nao khac phai khong? Pon gian 1a n6 cé thé€
dwoe dung dudi dang thudc vién?”

“Ta’t nhién, ding the"”

Ngai Edwin ng61 xudng.

Ngai Samuel lai chat van.

“Tuy vay y ki€n cta 6ng 13, di morphin dwgre ding bang cich nao di
ntta, n6 van deoc dua vao co the cing lic v&i nhitng d6 &n thirc udng
kia?”

“Thwa vang.”

“Cam on 6ng.”

Thanh tra Brill doc 101 tuyén thé trdi chdy mdy méc. Ong ta ding thing

theo ki€u quén nhan, thudt lai lru lodt cdc bing chirng mdt cach day kinh



nghiém.

“To6i dwore moi d&n nha... Bj cdo néi, ‘Chic chin 14 pa-t& cd bi hdng.’..
Kham xét trong khu v tda nha... Mot hil pa-té c4 da rira sach nam trén r&
up chén trong phong chira thirc dn, hi kia thi voii mot nira... Ti€p tuc kham
xét phong chira thirc an trong nha bép...”

“Ong da tim thay gi?”

“Gilra khe nit cia tim van san ngay dwdi ban, t6i tim thdy modt mau
gid’y nho xiu.” Tang vat dwoece trinh cho Toa. &

“Vay 6ng noi do la cai gi?”

“Mo6t manh nhan in bi xé rori—loai thwong dwoee dan trén nhitng 6ng
thay tinh dgng morphin.”

Luat s bao chira ung dung ding 1én. Ong néi: “Ong da tim thd'y mau
gid'y nay gitra khe nirt trén san nha?”

“Vang.”

“N6 1a mot géc cua nhan hi€u ding khdng?”

“Thwa ding.”

“Ong c6 tim ra phan con lai cta nhan hiéu khéng?”

“Khong a.”

“Ong khong tim ra &ng thay tinh nao hodc chai lo ndo ma miéng nhin
¢ th€ da dwoe dan trén do6 sao?”

“Khong.”

“Khi 6ng tim th&y thi tinh trang mau gid'y ra sao? Sach hay ban?”

“Con moi nguyén a.”

“Con m&i nguyén, y ong la sao?”



“Madt gid'y trén san thi c6 bui, nhwng mat kia thi hoan toan sach.”

“C6 thé' né da & d6 mot thoi gian roi chang?”

“Khoéng, nd vira méi & d6 thoi a.

“Vay 6ng mudn néi mau gid'y ¢6 & d6 vao ngay ong tim thd’y chir khong
phai tredrc d6 a?”

“Vang a.”

Ngai Edwin lau bau ng6i xuéng.

Y td Hopkins vao gh& nhan chirng, mat mdi hong hao ty man.

Du sao di ntra thi y t4 Hopkins cling khong d&n ndi kinh khiing nhw
thanh tra Brill, Elinor nghi. Thanh tra Brill rd 12 b phin cia mot cd mdy
khong 1'6. Chinh sy tan bao cua 6ng &y lam nguwoi ta t€ liét. Con y ta
Hopkins ¢6 cam xtc cta con ngwoi va ca nhieng dinh kién.

“Tén ba la Jessie Hopkins phai khong?”

“Vang.”

“Ba c6 gidy chirng nhén y ta Hat, va sdng & Nha Hoa h'6ng, Hunterbury
phai khong?”

“Vang.”

“Ngay 28 thang Sdu vwra qua, ba & dau?”

“T6i & toa nha Hunterbury.”

“Ba dworc goi dén d6 a?”

“Vang. Ba Welman bj dot quy Tan thit hai. T6i dén d€ hd tror y td
O’Brien trong khi chwa tim ra y ta thi nhi.”

“Ba cé mang theo chié€c cdp nho khong?”



“Cda.”

“Ba hay cho Toa bi€t trong cdp 2y cb gi.”

“Bong bang, m{t ong ti€ém va mot sd thudc trong d6 c6 mot 6ng
morphin hydrochlorid.”

“Ba mang 0'ng morphin &y theo d€'lam gi?”

“Mot trong nhirng bénh nhan cua toi trong lang phai ti€m morphin vao
buoi sang va tdi.”

“Co gi trong dng thudc do?”

“Thwa, ¢6 hai mwoi vién thudc, mdi vién chira nira gren morphin
hydrochlorid.”

“Ba da lam gi v&i chi€c cap cia minh?”

“T6i d€'nd & dai sanh.”

“Pé6 1a vao buodi tdi ngay 28. Sau d6 lic nao thi ba c6 dip nhin lai chi€c
cdp cua minh?”

“Vao sang hdm sau khoang chin gio’, ngay lic t6i chuan bi roi nha.”

“Cé gi bi mat khong?”

“Ong morphin da bj mat.”

“Ba c6 k& cho ai nghe chuyén nay khong?”

“T6i ¢6 néi voi O’Brien, y ta phu trach cham séc bénh nhan.”

“Chiéc cip nim & dai sanh, noi moi ngudi thwong xuyén di qua di lai
phai khong?”

“Thwa phai.”

Ngai Samuel ngwng mot chit r'oi héi ti€p: “Ba bié€t twong tin vé Mary

Gerrard, ¢6 géi qua c¢6 phai khong?”



“Dung theé" a.”
“Ba déanh gia thé¢'nao vé c6 ay?”
“Co &y la mot ¢6 gdi ra't ddng yéu—mot nguoi tot.”

“Co0 2y song c6 hanh phuc khong?”

“Ra’t hanh phuc.”

“C0 Yy co6 diéu gi phién mudn khong?”

“Khong dau a.”

“Viao thoi diém c6 Ay chét, ¢ chuyén gi khién co Ay lo 1ing hodc khong
an tam vé tewong lai cia minh khong?”

“Khong c6 chuyén gi ca.”

“Co &y khong c6 1y do gi d€ ty két liéu doi minh a?”

“Hoan toan khong c6 ly do nao ca.”

Cau chuyén k&t to1 2y lai ti€p tuc. Y td Hopkins da cung Mary Gerrard
dén nha ngwoi gac cong ra sao, s xua't hién ctia Elinor va thai d6 day kich
dong clia nang, viéc nang moi xang-uych ma khay banh lai dwgc chia ra
cho Mary triedre tién. Viéc Elinor dé nghi don sach moi thi, r'oi goi y y ta
Hopkins 1én T4u soan quan 4o v&i minh.

Ngai Edwin Bulmer thwdong xuyén ngét 1o va phan doi.

Elinor nghi: ‘Phai, moi diéu déu ding—va ba ta tin la nhw thé". Ba ta
doan chic minh di 1am diéu d6. Mdi 1o ba ta néi déu 1a sy that—khung
khi€p lam sao. Tat ca déu ding.’

Mot Tan ntra, khi nhin sang bén kia phong xw an, nang trong thady gwong
mat cia Hercule Poirot dang nhin minh tram ngam, an can. Nhin nang vo
cung hieu biét...

Tam bia ¢6 ddn mau nhan dwgc dwa cho nhan chirng.



“Ba cé bi€t day la gi khong?”

“Pay 1a mot géc cua tadm nhan.”

“Ba c6 thé' ndi cho Toa bi€t 1a nhan gi khong?”

“C6 chir a. Pay 1a mdt phién ctia tAm nhan 187y ra tr 6ng dyng thudc vién
chich dw¢i da. Nhirng vién morphin nira gren— gidng nhw thir t6i bi mat.”

“Ba c6 chic chin khong?”

“D1i nhién 12 tdi chic chén. N6 bj xé ra tir dng thudc clia tdi ma.”

Quan toa hédi: “Co da'u hi€u gi dac biét khi€n ba nhan ra d6 1a mau nhan
trén o'ng thud'c minh danh ma't khong?”

“Khong thwa ngai, nhung n6 giong y nhw thé'.”

“Thuc sy, ba chi mu6n néi n6 gidng hét thoi a?”

“A, vang, ¥ toi 12 the.”

Toa nghi an.



CHUONG 22

Qua ngay hom sau.

bén lwot ngai Edwin Bulmer chdt van. Gio ddy 6ng khong td ra 6n ton
nira ma néi gay gat: “Ching ta di nghe ndi nhiéu vé chiéc cip nay. Vao
ngay 28 thang Sau, n6 dwgc dit & dai sanh toa nha Hunterbury su6t dém
phéi khong?”

Y td Hopkins dong y: “Thwa phai.”

“Lam th& la hoi ba't can, ding khong?” Y ta Hopkins do mit.

“Phai, t6i nghi the".”

“Ba c6 théi quen d€' loai thud'c nguy hi€m & noii ai cling ¢6 the' 18y dwoc
ar’

“Khong, di nhién 1a khéng a.”

“O, ba khong heé c6 théi quen d6 sao? Nhung vao dip &y thi ba lai lam
the™?”

“Vang a.”

“Va thuc t€ 1a bdt cwe ai trong nha ciing ¢6 the' 18y morphin d6 néu ho
mudn, ding khong?”

“To1 nght the".”

“Khong phdi 1a ‘nghi th&"” Ma ding th€’, phai khong?”

“A—diing th&'a.”

“Khong phaéi chi ¢c6 minh c6 Carlisle c6 th€' 18y n6 ding khdng? Bat cr



ngwoi hidu nao ciing ¢6 thé. Hodc bac si Lord. Hodc 6ng Roderick Welman.

Hodc y td O’Brien. Hoac chinh Mary Gerrard.”

“T6i nghi thé¢’—phai.”

“Pruing la th€&’, phai khong?”

“Thwa ding.”

“C6 ai bi€t ba mang morphin trong chi€c cdp ay khong?”

“T61 khong bi€t.”

“Vay ba ¢6 néi diéu d6 voi ai khong?”

“Khong a.”

“Vay thyce t&'1a c6 Carlisle khong th€ bi€t trong cap ¢6 morphin a?”’

“Co th€' co ta d€'y roi thdy.”

“Chuyén dé6 khong chic da x4y ra, ding khong?”

“T6i khong biét, téi chic chéin 14 c6.”

“C6 nhirng ngwoi ¢6 th€ biét vé morphin nhiéu hon 1a cd Carlisle. Bac
si Lord chgng han. Ong &y c6 th€ biét. Ba diing morphin cho bénh nhan
theo 1&€nh cta 6ng ta, ding khong?”

“Vang, di nhién réi.”

“Mary Gerrard ciing bi€t 1a ba c6 morphin phai khong?”

“Khong a, c6 8y khong bi€t.”

“Co &y thwong xuyén dén nha ba, ding khong?”

“Khong thwong xuyén 1dm.”

“T6i dwa ra gia thuyét 1a cd &y ra't thwong xuyén dén nha ba, va so voi
moi nguwoi & Hunterbury, ¢6 &y 1a ngwoi ¢6 nhiéu kha ning dodn biét nhat,

rang trong cap c¢6 chira morphin.”



“T61 khong dong §.”

Ngai Edwin ding mot phuit.

“S4ng hom Ay ba néi v&i y ta O’Brien rang dng morphin bj mat a?”

“Vang a.”

“T6i xin néi v&i ba ring diéu ba da ndi that ra la: ‘Toi da d€ quén
morphin & nha. T6i phai quay v€ nha tim nd.””

“Khong, td1 khong noi thé'.”

“Ba khong néi minh d€ 6ng morphin trén bé 10 swdi & nha minh sao?”

“A, khi toi tim khong ra nd, t61 nght chic sw viéc da xdy ra nhw the&””

“N6i tom lai, ba khong thyce sy nhé ra minh da lam gi v&i 6ng morphin
ar’

“C6 chtr a, t6i nh¢. T6i d€ né trong cdp ma.”

“Vay tai sao sdng ngay 29 thang S4u ba lai cho rang minh da d€ né &
nha?”

“V1 t6i nghi ¢6 1€ t6i da lam the"”

“T6i xin néi rang ba 14 ngudi hét sirc ba't can.”

“Khong dung dau a.”

“Thinh thoang ba lai c6 nhirng phat bi€u khong may chinh xac, phai
khong?”

“Khong, khong phai vay. Toi rat can than vEé 101 néi cia minh.”

“Ngay 27 thang Bay—ngay Mary Gerrard qua doi—ba c¢6 nhin xét vé
cai gai & mot khom hoa h'ong, ding khong?”

“T6i khong hi€u chuyén d6 ¢6 lién quan gi dé€n vu nay!”

Quan toa néi: “Cau hdi nay co thich dang khéng thwa ngai Edwin?”



“C0, thwra ngai, d6 1a mo6t phén thiét y&u trong loi bao chira cua toi, va
t6i c6 y dinh mo&i cdc nhan ching d€ xdc nhan rang 1o phat bigu Ay 1a doi
tra.” Ong néi ti&p: “Ba vAn néi ring ba bi gai & khém hoa h'dng dam vao c&
tay vao ngay 27 thang By phai khong?”

“Phai.” Y td Hopkins to ra thach thirc.

“Ba bi gai dam lac nao?”

“Ngay triedc khi roi nha ngeoi gac cong va lén nha trén, vao sang ngay
27 thang Bay.”

Ngai Edwin hoai nghi héi: “Ma khém h'ong d6 loai gi?”

“La loai h'6ng leo, ngay bén ngoai nha thwong tric, ¢6 hoa mau h'ong.”

“Ba c6 chic chin vay khong?”

“T6i hoan toan chic chin.”

Ngai Edwin ngirng mot chit roi hdi: “Ba khiing khing cho rang khi ba
d&n Hunterbury ngay 28 thdng S4u thi ng morphin ndm trong cip a?”

“T6i khing dinh. T6i mang né theo ma.”

“Gid st ngay bay gio y ta O’Brien budc 1én va tuyén thé ring ba da néi
c6 th€ minh d€ né & nha thi sao?”

“N6 nam trong cip cia toi. Ti chic chin nhw vay.”

Ngai Edwin thé dai. “Ba hoan toan khong cam thady bat an chiit nao vé
vi€éc 6ng morphin bi€n ma'ta?”’

“Khong—ba't an a—khodng a.”

“O, nhr vdy 12 ba hoan toan thoai mdi, bat k& thuc t& 1a mot lwong 16n
thud’c gy chét ngwoi da bi€n mat hay sao?”

“Vio ldc &y toi khong nghi rang c6 ai di 18y nd.”

“T6i hi€u. Vay da ¢6 mdt ldc ba khong nhd ra minh da lam gi voi 6ng



thu6’c phai khong?”

“Khéng phai vy dau, né ndm trong cip clia toi ma.”

“Hai mwoi vién thudc nira gren—nghia 1a mwoi gren morphin, da d¢
gi€t chét vai nguoi ding khong?

“Vang a.”

“Vay ma ba khong hé lo lang—tham chi ciing khong trinh bdo chinh
thirc viéc nay sao?”

“T6i nghi moi viéc 6n thdi ma.”

“Xin néi rang néu dng morphin thyc sy bién mat nhw th&, ma ba la
ngwoi chu ddo thi 1€ ra ba phai chinh thirc trinh bdo viéc nay chir!”

Y t4 Hopkins dé mit tia tai: “A vang, t6i da khong trinh bdo.”

“Pay ro rang la mdt sy ba't can c6 tinh chat pham tdi vé phia ba. C6 vé
nhwr ba khoéng phdi 1a nguoi bi€t nghiém tic chiu trach nhiém. Ba c¢6
thwong d€ ma't cac loai thud'c nguy hi€m nay khong?”

“Thua, viéc nay tredc diy chwa tirng xay ra.”

Cudc chat van ti€p tuc thém may phit. Y td Hopkins boi r6i, mat do
birng, cAu sau mau thuin ciu trede... dé dang tré thinh miéng mdi ngon
cho ngai Edwin 14m chiéu tro.

“C6 ding la vao thr Nam, ngay 6 thang Bdy, Mary Gerrard da lam di
chuc khong?”

“Dung theé"a.”

“Vi sao ¢6 &y lam di chuc?”

“Vi co 2y nghi diéu do6 1a ding. Ma ding thé” that.”

“Ba c6 chic rang khong phdi vi c6 4y chdn ndn va mat long tin vio

teong lai hay khong?”



“Chuyén vo ly!”

“Thé& nhwng diéu Ay lai chirng td y nghi vé cai chét da hién dién trong
suy nghi c6 4y —c06 da nghién ngdm vé viéc nay.”

“Khong phai dau a. Co &y chi nghi d6 1a viéc nén lam thoi.”

“C6 phai l1a to’ di chdc nay khong? Do Mary Gerrard ky, ¢6 Emily Biggs
va Roger Wade, cuing lam ngh€ ban banh keo, lam chirng. D€ lai moi th
sau khi qua doii cho Mary Riley, em géi ctia Eliza Riley. Bung khéng?”

“Dung theé" a.”

To di chic dwoece trinh cho b6i tham doan.

“Theo ba bi€t thi Mary Gerrard c6 tai san gi d€'lai khong?”

“Lac d6 thi khong a, cd &y khong c6 gi ca.”

“Nhung sip t&i cd 'y s& ¢ chir?”

“Vang.”

“Cé ding 1a co Carlisle sdp trao cho Mary mdt s& tién lon—hai ngan
bang khong?”

“Dung the".”

“C6 ai ép budc cd Carlisle 1am viéc &'y khdong? Hay chi hoan toan do tinh
hao phéng cta c6 ay?”

“C0o ta ty y lam di€u do, ding the".”

“Ctr cho 1a co &y ghét Mary Gerrard, thi chic chin cd 4y da khong ty y
trao cho ngwoi kia mot sd” tién 1on nhw thé”.”

“Co6 th€ nhw the".”

“Batrd 1o thé'la co y gi?”

“T6i khong ngu y gi cd.”



“Chinh xac. Nay, ba c6 nghe chuyén thién ha d6n dai vé Mary Gerrard
va 0ng Roderick Welman khong?”

“Thwa, 6ng 2y phai long con bé.”

“Ba c6 biang chitng gi vé viéc &y khong?”

“T6i chi bi€t vay thoi.”

“O, ba ‘chi biét vay thdi.” Toi e diéu d6 khong da sic thuy&t phuc bdi
tham doan dau. Cé Tan ba néi Mary khong thé dé€n dwoc voi Ong Yy vi 6ng
ta da hira hon v&i ¢6 Elinor, va Mary da ldp lai diéu d6 véi 6ng Welman khi
ho gap nhau & London ma!”

“Pé 1a nhirng gi con bé ke cho t6i nghe.”

Ngai Samuel Attenbury lai chd't van: “Khi Mary Gerrard dang ban bac
v&i ba vé ciu chir trong ban di chidc, ¢6 phai bi cdo dirng ngoai ctra SO nhin
vao khong?”

“Dung the"a.”

“Co &y ndi gi?”

“CoO ta ndi. ‘Vay ra c6 dang lam di chiic ha Mary? That budn cwoi.” R6i
cd ta pha 1én cuwoi. Cwoi hang trang. Va theo y ki€n ctia t6i,” nhan chirng
han hoc néi, “chinh 1a ti Iic 4y, ¥ nghi &y xu#'t hién trong d4u cd ta! Cai y
nghi trir khit ¢d g4i kia! Co ta rip tAm gi€t nguwdi chinh tir gidy phit 4y.”

Quan toa nghiém giong: “Hay tw gi¢i han minh d€ trd 1oi ding voi
nhirng cau hdi néu ra. Phan sau cua ciu tra loi vira r'oi sé bi x6a bd...”

Elinor nghi: ‘That ky quac... Khi ai dé néi chuyén that thi ho lai x6a bd
lovi khai &Yy di...’

Nang bong mudn cuwdi to 1én dién cudng.



Y ta O’Brien vao ghé& nhan chirng.

“Vao sang ngay 29 thang Sau, y td Hopkins c¢6 néi gi voi ba phai
khong?”

“C6 a. Chi 2y n6i minh danh mat mdt 6ng morphin hydrochlorid d¢
trong cap.”

“Vay ba da lam gi?”

“T6i gidp chi &y tim ki€m nd.”

“Nhung ba da khong tim ra?”

“Thwa dung vay.”

“Theo hiéu biét ctia ba, chi€c ciip c6 ndm sudt dém & dai sanh khong?”’

“N6 & do a.”

“Ong Welman va bi cdo cing & lai trong tda nha vao thoi di€ém ba
Welman qua doi—nghia la dém 28 rang ngay 29 thang Sau phai khong?”

“Thwa phai.”

“Ba ¢ thé k€ cho chiing t6i nghe mot sy viéc xay ra vao ngay 29 thang
Sdu—mot ngay sau khi ba Welman qua doi dwgrc khong?”

“Téi trong thd'y 6ng Roderick Welman ciing véi Mary Gerrard. Ong ta
néi yéu cd aYy, roi con tim cidch hon ¢6 &y nwra.”

“Vao thoi di€m do, 6ng ta da hira hon véi bi cdo phai khong?”

“Thwa phai.”

“Chuyén gi xay ra sau d6?”

“Mary néi ring 6ng ta phai biét xdu hd chit, dng ta dd hita hon v&i co

"’

Elinor ro1 ma



“Theo y ki€n chia ba, tinh cdm ctia bi cdo v&i Mary Gerrard thé nao?”

“C6 ta ghét Mary. C6 ta nhin theo con bé nhw muén dao da't do di vay.”

Ngai Edwin nhay nhom 1én.

‘Ho tranh cai vé viéc &y lam gi nhi? C6 gi quan trong dau!’ Elinor nghi.

Ngai Edwin chat van.

“C6 thyce sy 1a y td Hopkins da néi ba &y nghi minh d€ 6ng morphin &
nha khong?”

“A, thwa 6ng, 13 nhw the nay: Sau khi—”

“Vui long tra loi cau hdi cua tdi. Ba &y ¢6 néi ¢ 1€ minh da d€ morphin
& nha hay khong?”

“Céa”

“Vio lic 47, ba ta thuc sy khong lo 14ng gi vé viée d6 a2”

“Khong a, luc &y thi khong.”

“La b&i vi ba ta nghi minh da d€ morphin & nha. Nhw th& hi€n nhién ba
4’y ching bin khoin gi ca.”

“Chj &y khong th€ twdng twong ra ai d6 da 18y n6.”

“Chinh xdc. Phai d&€n khi Mary Gerrard chét vi morphin thi tri twdng
twong cda ba &y méi hoat dong.”

Quan tda ngét 1. “Ngai Edwin, tdi nghi ngai da ban xong vé diém nay
v&i nhan chirng treede roi.”

“Vang, xin tuy y ngai.”

“Bay gio’ xét dén thai do bi cdo doi v&i Mary Gerrard, chwra bao gio ho
cai nhau a?”

“Khong a, ho chwa hé cai cg.”



“C0 Carlisle ldc nao cling hoan toan vui vé v&i ¢6 gdi &y phai khong?”

“C6 a. Nhwng riéng céi c4ch ¢6 ta nhin Mary thi...”

“Co—cd—phai—phai. Ching ta khong th€ ti€p tuc theo 187 thé nay
dwoc. Ba la ngwoi Ireland phai khéng?

“bung a.”

“Va nguoi Ireland thi trf twdng tiong manh mé 1dm phai khong?”

Y td O’Brien xdc dong kéu 1én: “Mdi 1o tOi néi véi ngai déu 1a sy that
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ca.

Ong Abott, ngwdi ban tap pham bwdc 1én buc nhan ching. B&i r&i va thi€u
tw tin — tuy vay kha xidc dong vi thd'y minh quan trong. Loi chirng cda 6ng
ta ngén thoi. Viéc mua hai hi pa-té€ cd. Bi cdo da no6i, ‘Co nhi€éu vu ngd doc
vi pa-té€ c4d.” Co &y c6 vé bi kich dong va ky quic.

Khong c6 cha't van.



CHUONG 23

Phan m& déau 1o bao chira.

“Kinh thwa cac quy ngai trong b6i thaim doan, t6i Xin trinh trong trinh
cdc quy ngdi ring vu t& tung nay khdng c6 co s& chdng lai bi cdo. Trach
nhiém néu ching ctt thudc vé bén khédi t&, ma theo thi€éh y—chic chin
cling 1a y ki€n quy Toa—cho d&n nay bén khéi t6" khdng chirng minh dwoc
chinh xac di€u gi! Cong td vién khealng dinh Elinor Carlisle sau khi c6 dugc
morphin da ti€n hanh dau doc Mary Gerrard — nhwng, bat ¢ ai trong ngoi
nha Ay déu c6 co hdi d4nh cép thudc, va lién quan d&n viéc nay con cé
nghi va'n dang k&, rang liéu 6ng thudc c6 trong nha hay khong?!).

“«O day cong t& vién chi dya vao y&u t6 co hdi. Y€u t& nay dworc dung
nhim ching minh ddng co’, nhuwng tdi xin néi ring diéu dé khong kha thi.
Bai 1€, thwra quy Toa, chzamg hé c6 dong co’ nao ca! Cong t6 vién da dé cap
dén viéc hon woc tan vor. Mot cude huy hon — tdi xin hdi cac ngai: né€u vi
hdy hon ma dwa dén gi€t ngwoi thi khong 1€ ngay nao cling xdy ra hang loat
vu an mang hay sao?! Ciing xin quy Toa lwu y cho, viéc hira hon nay khong
phdi do yéu dworng manh liét ma chu y€u 1a vi ly do gia tdc. Co Carlisle va
ong Welman 16n 1én ciing nhau; ho luén quy mé&n nhau r'éi gén bé v&i nhau
ngay cang mat thiét; nhung t6i dy dinh chirng minh vé&i quy Toa rang thue
s d6 chi 1a mot chuyén tinh nhat nhéo.”

‘Oi Roddy —Roddy. Mot chuyén tinh nhat nhéo w?’

“Hon th& nira, viéc tie hon khong phai do 6ng Welman ma la do y bi céo.



Toi xin trinh Tda rang viéc dinh hon gitta Elinor Carlisle va Roderick
Welman dwore ti€n hanh chu yé€u la d€ lam vui long 130 phu nhan Welman.
Khi ba qua doi, ca hai nhan ra tinh cdm ctia ho khong dd sau ning d€ tién
dén hon nhan. Tuy vdy, ho vin xem nhau 1a ban thiét. La ngwoi tot bung,
Elinor Carlisle sau khi dwgec thira hwdng gia tai cia ¢d minh da tru tinh
chuyén mot khoan tién 1o'n cho Mary Gerrard. Va d6 chinh 1a ¢6 gdi ma c6
dy bi két t0i dau doc! Biéu nay that nyc cuoi.

“Duy chi mot diéu chdng lai Elinor Carlisle, d6 1a tinh hudng xay ra vu
d4u doc. Bén cong td thuc t& da cho ring ngoai Elinor Carlisle thi khong ai
c6 the gi€t Mary Gerrard. Vi th€ ho da phai tim cho ra mdt dong co kha di.
Nhwng nhw t6i da trinh cdc quy ngai, ho khong the€ tim ra ba't cir dong co’
nao, boi 1é chflng c6 dong co’ nao ca.

“Vay thi, c6 ding la khong ai c6 thé gié€t Mary Gerrard ngoai Elinor
Carlisle khong? Thwa khong, khong ding. C6 khd nang Mary Gerrard ty
van. C6 kha niing ai d6 da dong vao xdng-uych trong khi Elinor Carlisle roi
nha 1on xudng nha ngwoi gac cong. Con c6 kha nang thir ba. D6 1a luat co
ban vé chirng cir: néu c6 thé chi ra ring c6 mot gia thiét khdc c6 kha niing
xdy ra va phit hop v&i chirng cir, thi bi cdo phai dwore tha bong.

“Téi xin trinh quy Toa ring, c6 mot ngudi khac khong nhitng c6 co' hoi
dau doc Mary Gerrard ma con ¢6 dong co manh mé hon nhi€u trong viéc
&y. T6i xin néu ra chitng ¢t d€ quy Toa thiy ring c6 mdt ngwdi khic ciing
c6 co’ hdi st dung morphin va ¢6 ra't nhi€u dong co’ gi€t Mary Gerrard, va
t0i ¢6 the chirng minh ngwoi nay cling ¢6 co hoi tot d€ lam diéu d6. —“Toi
Xin trinh cdc quy ngai rang khong boi thAim doan nio trén doi lai két toi
ngwoi dan ba nay khi khéng c6 chirng cir chong lai ba ta ngoai trie chirng

cr vé co hdi, cling nhe mot khi cé theé chirng minh rang khoéng chi ¢6



ching ctr chéng lai ba ta vé co hoi ma con ¢c6 mdt dong co’ cwe ky manh
mé nita. Toi cling s& mdi nhan ching d€ x4c nhan rang trong s& cdc nhan
ching, da ¢6 nguwoi khai man c¢é cha y tredc Toa. Nhwng treedre tién toi xin
moi pham nhén, ngwoi nay sé€ trinh bay cau chuyén cia chinh minh, va c6
th€ dich than cdc quy ngai s€ thd’y nhirng loii budc tdi cd &y hoan toan vo

can ctr thé nao.”

Nang da tuyén thé tredrc Toa. Nang dang tra 101 cac cau hdi cia ngai Edwin
bang giong khe kh&. Quan tda nghiéng minh t&i trede, bido nang néi to
1én...

Ngai Edwin 6n ton va day khich I¢ dat ra nhtrng cau hoi ma nang da
dwoc nhdm sdn ddp 4n.

“C0 c6 yéu mén Roderick Welman khong?”

“Thuwra, t6i rat yéu mén anh. Anh giéng nhw anh rudt hay anh ho cua t6i
vay. T6i lu6n nghi d&€n anh nhw ngeoi anh ho.”

(Viéc hira hon... theo chiéu huwdng &y... rd't hai long khi k&€t hon voi
ngwoi ma minh biét ti tred'c dé€n nay...)

“C6 18 khong phai 1a tinh yéu say ddm?”

(Say d&m w? Oi, Roddy...)

“Vang a, khong phdi... Ngai thd'y d6, ching toi hi€u nhau rat r6...”

“Sau khi ba Welman qua doi, phai chang da cé chit gwong gao gitra hai
ngwoi?”

“Vang a.”

“Co6 gidi thich chuyén nay thé nao?”



“T6i nghi mdt phian 1a do van d€ tai san.”

“Tai san w?”

“Vang a. Roderick cam thdy khong thodi mdi. Anh &y nghi thién ha s&
cho rang anh cudi toi vi the...”

“Viéc hira hon khong bi hdy bd vi Mary Gerrard sao?”

“T61 nghi Roderick kha si mé c6 ta, nhwng t61 khong tin d6 1a chuyén
nghiém tac.”

“C6 c6 dau kho khong n€u chuyén ding 1a nhw thé?”

“O khong, toi s& nghi 1 ho khong xirng d6i, the’ thoi.”

“Thwa c6 Carlisle, vao ngay 28 thang Sdu, c6 c6 18y 6ng morphin trong
cap cua y td Hopkins hay khéng?”

“To61 khong 12y a.”

“Pa ¢6 bao gio’ ¢6 ¢6 morphin trong tay chwa?”’

“To1 khong he.”

“C0 c6 bi€t ¢6 ctia minh chwa hé lam di chic khong?”

“Khong a. Biéu d6 lam tdi hét sirc ngac nhién.”

“C0 ¢6 nghi la ba &y ¢d dan do gi minh vao dém 28 thang Sau trwdc khi
ba ma't khong?”

“T6i hiu ring co toi chwa c6 diéu khoan trong di chdic cho Mary
Gerrard va nong 1ong mudn lam viéc d6.”

“Va nhdm thyc hién y nguyén cta ba 4y, ty ban than cd sin sang cip
mdt mon ti€n cho ¢6 gai 4y phai khong?”

“Vang, t6i mudn thyc hién nguyén vong ctia ¢6 Laura, va toi ciing biét

on long t6t Mary danh cho ¢ t61.”



“Vao ngay 26 thang Bay, c6 tr London tré vé Maidensford va tro &
King’s Arm phdi khong?”

“Vang a.”

“C0 tré vé voi muc dich gi?”

“T6i da chao ban toa nha, va ngwoi mua mudn nhan nha cang som cang
tot. Toi phdi thu don ¢ dac cd nhan clia cd t6i cling nhu sdp x&p moi thir
noi chung.”

“Ngay 27 thang Bay, trén dwong vé toa nha, c6 ¢6 mua cac loai thyc
pham phai khong?”

“Vang a. Toi nghi ring chuéh bj bira trwra picnic thi tién hon 1a quay tré
veé lang.”

“Sau d6 ¢6 c6 vao toa nha khong, va cé soan d6 dac cd nhan cia ba
Welman khong?”

“T61 ¢6 lam viéc ay.”

“R'6i sau d6?”

“T6i vao phong chira thitc #n va cit banh xing-uych. R'6i t6i xudng nha
thwong tree moi ba y ta va Mary Gerrard 1€n nha trén.”

“Vi sao co lam viéc d6?”

“T6i mudn ho khdi mat cong di bo veé lang r'oi quay trd lai nha thwong
truc.”

“Thyc sy d6 1a mot hanh dong ty nhién va tr t& tir phia ¢6. Ho ¢6 chap
nhéan 101 moi cda ¢6 khéng?”

“C6 a. Ho budee 1én nha 1om voi tH1.”

“Con xing-uych co di cit thi ndm & dau?”

“T6i d€ trén khay trong phong chira thirc dn.”



“Ctra s0 c6 mo khong?”

“Céda.”

“Ai d6 c6 th€ vao phong thitc dn trong khi ¢d ving mit khong?”

“Chéc chénlacéa.”

“Né&u ai d6 quan sat cd tir bén ngoai trong khi ¢d dang cét xing-uych thi
ho nghi gi?7”

“T6i cho ring ho nghi t6i dang chuah bj ding bia trra picnic.”

“C6 khi nao ho biét ¢6 ai d6 s€ dung btra chung v&i ¢d khong?”

“Khoéng dau a. Y nghi moi hai ngwdi kia chi dén khi toi tha’y ¢6 nhiéu
thirc an quad.”

“Vay néu ai d6 1én vao nha trong khi c6 ving mit va tim morphin vao
mot trong nhirng mi€ng xdng-uych, c6 th€ chinh ¢é l1a ngwoi ho toan dau
ddc phai khong?”

“A véang, c6 th& 1a the"”

“Chuyén gi xay ra sau khi moi nguoi tré 1én nha trén?”

“Chung t6i vao phong khach. Téi mang xang-uych 1én moi hai ngwoi
kia.”

“C0 c6 udng gi chung v&i ho khong?”

“T6i udng nwde loc. Trén ban ¢6 bia, nhung y td Hopkins va Mary
Gerrard thich uéng tra. Y ta Hopkins vao phong thiec dn d€ pha tra. Ba ta

mang khay tra 1€n va Mary rét ra.”
“C0 c6 dung tra khong?”
“Khong a.”

“Nhwng ca Mary Gerrard va y td Hopkins déu dung tra a?”



“Vang.”

“Chuyén gi xay ra ti€p theo?”

“Y ta Hopkins di tat b&p ga.”

“PE€ c6 ¢ lai mOt minh v&i Mary Gerrard a?”

“Vang.”

“R01 sau d6?”

“MA&y phiit sau tdi bé khay va dia dyng xang-uych vao phong thirc dn. Y
td Hopkins dang & d6, va ching t6i cing nhau rtea don.”

“Liic Ay y t4 Hopkins x4n tay 4o 1&én phai khong?”

“Vang, ba &y dang rira chén dia, con toi thi lau kho.”

“C0 da c6 nhan xét vé vét xwde trén co tay ba ta phai khong?”

“T6i héi ba &y bi cdi gi cham vay.”

“Ba &Yy tra loi thé nao?”

“Ba &y noi: ‘La do gai & bui h'ong bén ngoai nha ngwoi gac cong. Toi s€
1ay n6 ra ngay bay gio.””

“Luc d6 bo dang ba &'y ra sao?”

“T6i nghi ba &y cdm thd’y néng birc. Ba &y thdo md hdi va sic mit
khong tot.”

“Chuyén gi xay ra sau d6?”

“Chting t6i 1&n Tau, va ba Ay gitp tdi sip x&p d'6 dac ciia cd tdi.”

“Sau d6 bao 1au thi ¢6 m&i xuéng nha?”

“Phai d&€n mot ti€ng dong h'6 sau.”

“Lic &y Mary Gerrard ¢ dau?”

“Co &y ng6i & phong khach. Co &y dang trong tinh trang hon mé va thé



ra’t khé nhoc. Theo chi din cua y td Hopkins, t0i goi diy néi cho béc si.
Ong ta d&n ngay treée khi ¢b &y chét.”

Ngai Edwin dot nhién khuynh vai 1én: “Thwa c6 Carlisle, cd6 c6 gi€t
Mary Gerrard khong?”

D6 13 4m hiéu clia ngai: PAu ngahg cao, mét nhin thealng!

“Khong a!”

Ngai Samuel Attenbury. Tim nang dap loan nhip. Gio’ thi—gio’ thi nang
danh phé mac s& phan cho ké thu! Khong con vé hoa nha, khdng con nhirng
cau héi ma nang da bi€t dap an!

Nhung 6ng ta lai bit dau hét sirc nhe nhang.

“C0 noi voi ching tdi 1a ¢6 da hira hdon voi dng Roderick Welman phai
khong?”

“Vang.”

“C0 yéu mén 6ng &y ch?”

“Ratyéu mén a.”

“T6i xin néi v&i cd ring cd yéu Roderick Welman ra't sdu ddm, va co
dién cudng ghen v&i tinh yéu 6ng dy danh cho Mary Gerrard, ding
khong?”

“Thwa khong.” (Tiéng “khong” nay ¢ di cdm phin khong nhi?)

Ngai Samuel ra chiéu de doa: “T6i cho cd hay, c6 da chu tim 14ap ké trie
khtr ¢ gai &y voi hy vong Roderick Welman quay lai voi minh.”

“Chéic chén khong phai.” (T ra khinh khinh kém mot chit u€ oai, nhu
thé” tot hon).



Ti€p tuc cac cau hoi. H&t nhw mot gid’c mo'... mot gid’c mo t0i t€... mot
con ac mong... Cau nay ndi ti€p cau kia... Nhirng cau hoi kinh t&ém day
xtic pham... Mot s& cAu nang sin sang dén nhan, mot s& ciu lam nang bat
ngo:..

Nang ludén cd ghi nhé vai dién ctia minh. Khong bao gior duoc budt
miéng nodi: ‘Phai, tdi ghét cd ta... Ping vy, tdi mudn cd ta chét... Phai,
trong sudt thoi gian cit banh xdng-uych to6i dd nghi d&n cdi chét cla cd

b

ta...

Phai binh than va lanh lung, phdi trd 1o cang ngin gon cang diém tinh
cang tot...

Chién dau...

Chién da'u ting gang tac...

Gio thi da két thdc... Con nguwdi kinh khing véi chiéc mili khodm Do
Théi vra ng6i xudng. Va giong néi an can ngot ngao cua ngai Edwin
Bulmer dang c&t 1én véi vai cu hdi nita. Nhitng cau hoi dé chju, nhe nhang

nham x6a di moi an twong xau ¢6 th€ d€n v&i nang te cudc cha't vam...

Roddy. Roddy ditrng d6, kh& chd'p méit nhwr cim ghét moi diéu. Khong hiéu
sao Roddy co’ h'd khong ¢6 thuc.

Nhung khong con gi 1a thye nira. Moi thi déu quay cudng theo quy dao
hi€m 4c. Pen thanh tring, dinh thanh ddy, dong thanh tdy... Con ta, ta
khong con 1a Elinor Carlisle; ta gior 1a “bi cdo”. Va du ho c6 treo cO ta hay
tra ty do cho ta thi moi thir s€ khdng con nhw tredc ddy nira. Néu c6 mot
diéu—chi mdt diéu gi lanh manh d€ bam viu thi...

(b6 1a gwong mat Peter Lord, ¢6 1€ th&, v&i nhirtng ndt tan nhang va



dadng vé khéc thwong ctia anh Ay, 12 van nhw trede. . .)

Ngai Edwin n6i d&€n dau r'éi nhi?

“Ong c6 th€ cho biét tinh cam cta cd Carlisle d6i véi minh ra sao
khong?”

Roddy d4p ranh mach: “T6i c6 th€ néi cd &y gin bé mat thiét vdi toi,
nhung chic chin khong hé yéu tdi say dim.”

“Ong c6 hai 1ong véi viée hiva hon ctia minh khong?”

“O, t6i rat hai 1ong. Chiing t6i ¢6 nhiéu di€m chung.”

“Ong Welman, 6ng c6 th€ cho bdi thAim doan biét dich xdc vi sao hon
woe lai bi huy bdé khong?”

“Vang, toi nghi rang sau khi ba Welman qua doi, chuyén &y két thic véi
doi chut cang thflng. T6i1 khong thich § nghi két hon véi mot ngwoi giau ¢
trong khi ban than tdi ngheéo xac xo. Thye sy viéc hily hon 1a do sy dong y
cua ca hai bén. Ca hai ching t6i d€u cam thay nhe nhom.”

“Bay gior, xin cho Toa biét m&i quan hé ctia 6ng véi Mary Gerrard thyc
chatra sao?”

(Oi Roddy, Roddy tdi nghiép, hin anh cim ghét td't ca nhirng thir nay!)

“T61 nghi c6 ay rat dang yéu.”

“Ong c6 yéu cd a4y khong?”

“Chi mot chut xiu thoi.”

“L’an cud1 cung 0ng gdp c6 ay 1a khi nao?”

“PE€ tdi xem nao. Po 1a ngay 5 hoac 6 thang Bay.”

Ngai Edwin hoi danh giong: “Td61 nghi 6ng da gap co &y sau do.”

“Khong a, t6i ra nwd'c ngoai —t6i di Venice va Dalmatia.”



“Ong tré vé Anh liic nao?”

“Khi td61 nhan dworc dién tin—xem nao—co¢ I€ 1a ngay 1 thang Tam.”

“Nhung tdi nghi thye t& 6ng da ¢6 mat tai Anh tw ngay 27 thang Bay.”

“Khong a.”

“Nay 6ng Welman, xin nh& 1a 6ng da tuyén thé roi da’'y. Khong phai
chinh gid’y thong hanh ctia 6ng da ghi rd 6ng trd vé Anh trr ngay 25 thang
Bdy va lai ra di vao dém 27 d6 sao?”

Giong ngai Edwin c6 chut de doa khon khéo. Elinor cau may giat minh
quay ve thyec tai. Vi sao trang sw lai b4t nat nhan chirng ctia minh nhi?

Miit Roddy tdi nhot. Chang ling di vai phit méi gdng gwong dap: “A—
vang a, dung the".”

“Ong c¢6 d&n gip Mary Gerrard tai chd tro ciia ¢6 4y & London vao ngay
25 khong?”

“C6 a, to1 co dén.”

“Ong c6 c¢au hdn cb Ay khong?”

“O—o—co.”

“Co &Yy tra loi ra sao?”

“Co ay tw chdi.”

“Ong khong phai 14 ngwdi gidu c6, ding khong 6ng Welman?”

“Pung the"”

“Ong lai khd nhiéu no’ nén phai khong?”

“Viéc d6 lién quan gi dén ngai kia ch?”

“Ong c6 biét viéc co Carlisle d€ lai toan bo tai san cho 6ng trong triedng

hop ¢6 &y qua doi khdong?”



“Pay la Ian dau ti€n t61 nghe ndi ve viéc nay.”

“Vao sang ngay 27 thang Bdy, 6ng c6 mat & Maidensford khong?”

“T6i khong ¢6 & d6.”

Ngai Edwin ng61 xudng.

Ngai Samuel néi: “Ong néi theo ¥ kién cta 6ng thi bi cdo khdng yéu ong
sau dam.”

“Pung 1a to1 n61 nhu vay.”

“Ong c6 phai 12 trang nam nhi hao hiép khong, 6ng Welman?”

“T6i khong hi€u 6ng muén ndi gi.”

“Né&u mot ti€u thw nang tinh voi dng ma ong lai khong yéu nguoi ta, 6ng
c6 cam thd’y c¢6 nhi€ém vu phadi che gidu sy that &y khong?”

“Hin nhién la khong.”

“Ong Welman, 6ng hoc & tredng nao?”

“T6i hoc & Eton.”

Ngai Samuel mim cuwoi: “C6 thé thoi.”

Alfred James Wargrave.

“Ong 1a ngwoi trong hoa hdng va sdng & Emsworth, Berks phéi
khong?”

“Thwa phai.”

“Ngay 20 thang Muoi 6ng ¢6 di Maidensford va xem xét khom hdng
moc tredc nha ngwoi gac cong ¢ toa nha Hunterbury khéng?”

“To1codén a.”



“Ong c6 th€ md ta bui cay nay khdng?”

“Do6 1a mot loai h'dng leo c6 té€n Zephyrine Drouhin. N6 cho hoa mau
h'dng c6 hrong thom ngot ngao. Cay khong c6 gai.”

“Theo 6ng mo ta thi khong the bi gai dam vi cdy hong nay phai khong?”

“Thwa, hoan toan khong thé€ c¢6 chuyén ay. D6 1a loai cay khdong c6 gai

ma.

Khong c6 cha't van.

“Ong 1a James Arthur Littledale. Ong 14 dwoc si c¢6 du trinh d6 chuyén mon,
lam viéc cho ctra hang ban si dwoc pham Jenkins & Hale phai khong?”

“Thwa phai.”

“Ong c6 th€ cho biét manh gidy nay 1a gi khong?” Tang vat duoc dwa
dén cho nhan ching.&»

“Pay 1a mot manh ctia mot trong s6 cac nhan hi€u cua ching t6i.”

“La loai nhan hiéu gi?”

“Nhan nay dan trén 6ng dwng thudc vién dung tiém dwdi da.”

“Ong c6 th& xdc dinh loai thudc dyng trong dng c6 dan loai nhan nay 1a
thud'c gi khong?”

“Cé6 chtr a. Tdi c¢6 the néi dirt khodt ring 6ng thudc bj nghi vAn nay
chira nhirng vién apomorphin hydrochlorid loai 1/20 gren dung d€ tiém
dwoi da.”

“Khong phai 1a morphin hydrochlorid a?”

“Khong a, khong th€'1a thir 8y dwoe.”

“Vi sao khong?”



“Trén &ng thudc kia, tt Morphin bit dau bang chit M viét hoa. Con &
day duéi ctia chir m khi tdi soi dwdi kinh ldp thi thdy ro rang d6 1la mot
phién caa chir m thwong, khong phai chtr M hoa.”

“Vui 1ong trinh bdi tham doan xem xét tang chirng qua kinh ldp. Ong c6
mang theo tA'm nhan nguyén d€ xac minh loi khai cda minh khéng?”

Nhitng miu nhidn dwore trinh cho bdi thim doan.

Ngai Edwin lai tiép tuc: “Ong néi ring manh nhan nay 1a tr §ng thudc
apomorphin hydrochlorid? Vay chinh xdc apomorphin hydrochlorid 1a gi?”

“Chat nay c6 cong thirec C;H;;NO,, 12 chd't dan xui't tr morphin trong
qué trinh xa phong héa morphin bang cich dun néng chit nay véi acid
hydrochloric loang chira trong 6ng han kin; khi d6 morphin s€ mat di mét
phén ti nwdc.”

“P3c tinh ctia apomorphin la gi?”

Ong Littledale binh than dap: “Thwa, apomorphin dwoc xem 1a chit gy
non nhanh nha't va manh nhat. N6 c6 tac dung chi sau vai phut.”

“Nhr vay né€u ngwoi nao da uéng mot lwong morphin da giy chét
ngwoi va tiém dwoi da mot lwong apomorphin trong vong vai phiit dong ho
sau do, thi k&t qua s€ nhw th& nao?”

“Nguoi dé s€ non 6i hdu nhw ngay 1ap tirc, va morphin s€ bj tOng xué't
ra khdi co’ the.”

“Vay n€u hai ngwoi cung an xang-uych hodc udéng chung mot binh tra,
roi mot ngwoi ti€ém mdt 1i€u apomorphin dwdi da, thi k€t qua s€ nhw th&’
nao, gia sir nhw d6 an va thirc u6ng chung a4y ¢6 chira morphin?”

“Nguoi tiém apomorphin s€ ndn ra toan bd d6 an hodc thirc udng c6

chira morphin.”



“Va nguoi d6 co bi hdu qua xau gi khong?”
“Khong a.”
Dot nhién phién toa bdng tré nén huyén ndo khién quan tda phai ra hiéu

im lang.

“Ba la Amelia Mary Sedley, thwong trd & s6 17 dwong Charles, Boonamba,
Auckland phai khong?”

“Thwa phai.”

“Ba c6 bi€t ba Draper khong?”

“Thuwa c6. Toi bi€t ba 2y hon hai mwoi ndm roéi.”

“Ba ¢6 biét tén thoi con gdi cua ba 8y khong?”

“Thwa c6. T6i c6 dy dam cwdi cia ba &y. Tén ba ta 1a Mary Riley.”

“Ba &Yy c6 phai nguoi gd'c New Zealand khong?”

“Thwa khong, ba &y d&€n tor Anh qudc.”

“Ba ¢6 mat tai Toa tir dau vu xét x& nay phai khong?”

“Thwa phai, téi c6 mat ngay tw dau.”

“Ba c6 tha'y ba Mary Riley &y —hay ba Draper ¢ Toa khong?”

“Thwa c6.”

“Ba nhin thdy ba &y & dau?”

“Thwa & buc nay, khi ba &y ra lam chirng.”

“Dudi tén gi?”

“Thuwa, 1a Jessie Hopkins.”

“Ba c6 hoan toan chic chin Jessie Hopkins 4y chinh 12 ngwdi phu nir



ma ba biét dudi cdi tén Mary Riley hay la Draper khong?”

“T6i hoan toan khdng nghi ngo gi vé diéu do.”

Mot chit chan dong & phia cudi phong x& an.

“Ba gap Mary Draper I'an cud1 vao luc nao—tinh cho d&€n hom nay?”

“Thwa, nam nam trwde. Sau d6 ba 4y sang Anh.”

Ngai Edwin cti chao roi néi: “Nhan chirng diy thwa ngai.”

Ngai Samuel ditng ddy, vé mit khd bdi rdi. Ong bit dau: “Tdi nghi riang
c6 th€ ba nhdm 1an, thrra ba Sedley.”

“To1 khong Tam dau thwa ngai!”

“C6 th& ba da sai lac do viéc ngiu nhién ngudi gidng nguwoi.”

“Thura, t61 bi€t Mary Draper kha r5.”

“Y ta Hopkins la y ta c¢6 gid’y chirng nhin ciaa Hat.”

“Trwdre khi 14p gia dinh thi Mary Draper ciling la y td & bénh vién.”

“Ba c6 biét ba dang két téi khai man cho mdt nhan ching ctia Toa
khong?”

“T6i hieu nhirng gi minh dang néi thwa ngai.”

“Edward John Marshall, 6ng da sdng may nam & Auckland, New Zealand,
va hién ngu tai s6" 14 dwong Wren, Deptford phai khong?”’

“Dung vay.”

“Ong c6 biét Mary Draper khong?”

“T6i quen biét v&i ba &y nhiéu nam & New Zealand.”

“HOom nay 6ng c6 nhin thd’y ba &y ¢ Toa khong?”



“To61 co thay. Ba &y xung t€n la Hopkins, nhuwng thwc sy d6 1a ba
Draper.”

Quan tda ngang 1én. Ong néi nhd nhung rd rang va danh sfc: “Téi mudn
an ntra moi nhan chirng Jessie Hopkins 1én day.”

Mot quang lang. R0i1 c6 ti€ng thi thao: “Thwa ngai, Jessie Hopkins da

roi khéi Toa twe vai phiit trede.”

“Hercule Poirot.”

Hercule Poirot bwdc 1én buc nhén chirng tuyén thé, van vé rdu mép va
cho doi, #au nghiéng nghiéng sang bén. Ong xung tén, dia chi ciing s dién
thoai.

“Ong Poirot, 6ng c6 nhan ra tai liéu nay khong?”

“Tatnhiénlacda.”

“Tai liéu ndy d&n tay 6ng bang cdch nao?”

“La do ba Hopkins, y td cia Hat, trao cho t6i.”

Ngai Edwin n6i: “Thwa ngai, dwgrc sy cho phép cia ngai, tdi s€ doc to tai

li€u nay, sau d6 sé trinh cho b'6i tham doan.”



CHUONG 24

Phian két 1ovi bao chira.

“Kinh thwa cdc quy ngai trong b6i tham doan, gio’ day trach nhiém la &
cac quy ngai. Cic quy ngai cé thé tuyén b phong thich Elinor Carlisle
ngay tai tda an. Hodc néu nhu sau khi da xem xét moi ching cir, cac quy
ngai van cho rang Elinor Carlisle dau doc Mary Gerrard, thi viéc tuyén 4n
bi cdo la nghia vu cda cdc quy ngai.

“Nhung néu cic quy ngai nhan thdy c¢6 mot chirng ¢t chong lai mot
ngwoi khac cling ro rang nhw vy, tham chi cé th€ con ro rang hon rat
nhiéu, thi bon phan clia cac quy ngai la phai tra ty do ngay 14p tirc cho bi
cdo.

“Mé&i ddy cdc quy ngai da nhan ra ring c4c tinh tiét ciia vu 4n di khéic xa
nhirng gi ban dau ching ta twdng.

“HOm qua, sau khi chirng ¢t day kich tinh dwg'c 6ng Hercule Poirot dé
trinh Toa, t6i dd moi cac nhan chirng khac d€ xac nhan cd gai tén Mary
Gerrard dich thyc 1a con ngoai gia thd ctia Laura Welman. Do d6, nhw ngai
chu toa day sé cho cac quy ngai bié€t, ngwoi rudt thit gan nhat cta ba
Welman khong phai 1a Elinor Carlisle chdu gai cua ba, ma la dra con ngoai
gia thd mang t€n Mary Gerrard. Va vi th&’, khi ba Welman qua doi thi Mary
Gerrard sé thwra hwdng mot gia tai 6 sd. Thwa cac quy ngai, day 1a diém
mau chot cua toan bd van d€. SO tién khodng hai trdm ngan bang s€ thudc

quyeén thwa k& cia Mary Gerrard. Nhung ban than c¢6 gai khong hé biét



chuyén nay. C6 cling khong bi€t dworc nhan than thyc sy clia nguoi phu nie
mang tén Hopkins. Thwra quy Toda, cdc ngai c6 thé nghi rang Mary Riley hay
la Draper ¢6 1€ ¢6 ly do hoan toan chinh dang hop phap d€ cai danh thanh
Hopkins. N&u vy, tai sao ba ta khong n6i ro 1y do ay la gi?

“Theo ching tdi dwore bi€t thi moi viéce 1a nhw sau: Theo sy xidi bay cta
y td Hopkins, Mary Gerrard da lam di chic d€ lai moi tht minh c6 cho
‘Mary Riley, em gdi ctia Eliza Riley.” Chiing ta biét ring, do nghé nghiép
cta minh, y td Hopkins ¢6 co’ hdi st dung morphin va apomorphin ciing
nhw hi€u rd dic tinh clia cdc loai thudc nay. Ngoai ra, c6 bing chirng cho
tha’y y t4 Hopkins di khong néi that khi ba ta cho rang c& tay minh bi gai
dam, céi gai ttr mot bui hoa hdong khong ¢6 gai. Vi sao ba ta néi doi, néu
khong phai 1a vi mudn vOi vang gidi thich vé vét kim vira tiém dwoi da?
Ciing xin nhé cho, bj cdo da thé khai ding sy that, rang khi cd vao phong
thirc an gdp y ta Hopkins thi ba nay c¢6 vé nhw bj bénh, mat tai xanh—diéu
dé6 gitp ta hi€u ba ta vira trai qua con nguy kich.

“T6i xin nhan manh mot diém khac ntra: Néu nhiw ba Welman con song
thém hai mwoi bon ti€ng dong h'd nwra, cé the ba &y s€ lam di chic, va
hoan toan cé kha niang ba a4y s€ danh cho Mary Gerrard mot diéu khoan di
chic thich hop, nhung s€ khong trao hét cho c6 ta khdi gia san d6 sd cua
minh, vi 1& ba Welman tin ring da con gdi khong dwoc thira nhin cia
minh c6 th€ s€ hanh phic hon néu ¢d &y ti€p tuc so6ng vai than phan da co.

“Viéc cong bd cac ching ctr chdng lai mot ngwoi khac khdong phai 1a
viéc clia tdi, ngoai trr 1y do nhidm chitng minh ngwoi d6 cling ¢6 co hoi
trong deong va dong co’ mwru sét manh mé hon ra't nhiéu.

“Xét trén quan di€m do, kinh thwa cac quy ngai trong b6i tham doan, toi

xin trinh cac quy ngai rang cic sy ki€n chdong lai Elinor Carlisle da hoan



toan sup do...”

Tw ban tong két ctia ngai tham phan Beddingfield: “... Cac quy ngai hin da
hoan toan hai 1ong va di ting doan chic rang ngwdi phu nit nay thye sy di
chuéc moét 1iéu morphin chét ngwoi cho Mary Gerrard vao ngay 27 thang
Bay. Néu gio diy cac quy ngai khong dong y, thi cdc quy ngai phéi tuyén
bd’ tha bong cho pham nhan.

“Bén cong t6 da phat bi€u ngwoi duy nha't cé co hdi bd thudc doc cho
Mary Gerrard 12 bj cdo. Bén bao chita da c& ging chitng minh ring con ¢
nhi€u kha nang khac. C6 gia thuy&€t Mary Gerrard ty quyén sinh, nhwng chi
c6 mot bing chirng duy nhi't gitp x4c nhan gia thuyét nay 1a viéc Mary lap
di chiic trede khi qua doi ching bao 1au. Khong hé c6 chit ching ¢ nao
cho thay c6 &y tha't vong hodc dau kho hoac trong trang thai tinh than c6
th€ dAn dén viéc ty két liéu doi minh. Ciing ¢ gia thuy&€t morphin bj ké
nao dé 1én vao phong chira thirc dn tam vao xang-uych trong thoi gian
Elinor Carlisle xu6ng nha ngwoi gac cong. Trong treong hop nay, thudc
ddc duore dy tinh danh cho Elinor Carlisle, va cdi chét cia Mary Gerrard 1a
do nham 14n. Kha ndng thtt ba do trang sw dwa ra 12 mot ngwoi khdc cé
cung co hoi da bo thudc doc, va trong treong hop nay thi thudc ddc dwoc
cho vao tra chr khdong phai vao xang-uych. P€ xdc nhan gid thuyét nay,
trang sw d3 mdi nhan chirng Littledale, ngwdi nay da tuyén thé ring mau
gidy tim thdy & phong chwra thirc an 1a mdt phan nhan hiéu ctia 6ng thudc
apomorphin hydrochlorid, mot chd't gdy ndon cwc manh. Mau cta hai loai
nhan hi¢u déu da dwoc d€ trinh 1€n quy Toa xem xét. Theo y ki€n cua toi,

canh sdt da pham 138i b4t cdn nghiém trong vi khong ki€m tra manh gidy



gdc ky lwong ma da voi két luan do 1a nhan hi¢u morphin.

“Nhan chirng Hopkins da phat bi€u ba ta bi gai cdy hoa hong & nha
ngwoi giac cong dam vao cO tay. Nhan chirng Wargrave da xem xét ciy
h'dng nay, né khong c6 gai. Quy Toa phai quyét dinh xem cai gi da gy nén
dau vét trén cO'tay y td Hopkins va vi sao ba ta phai néi d6i vEé viéc nay...

“Néu bén cong t& di thuy&t phuc cdc quy ngai ring chinh bj cdo chi
khong phai ai khac da gay toi ac, thi cdc quy ngai phdi xdc minh va tuyén
bd bi cdo pham toi.

“Néu gia thuyét trang sw dwa ra 1a ¢6 co s& va phit hop v&i chirng cir,
thi bi cdo phai dwoc tha bong.

“T6i yéu ciu cdc quy ngai can nhic viéc tuyén 4n trén tinh than diing
cam va chuyén tim, chi xem xét trén chirng ctr da dwore cung cdp cho cic

quy ngai.”

Elinor lai dwore gidi ra trwede Toa.

B'6i thaim doan ndi nhau bwde vao tirng ngwoi mot.

“Kinh thwa cdc quy ngai trong b6i tham doan, cidc quy ngai c6 dong y
voi phan quyét ctia Toa khong?”

“Dong y.”

“Xin hay nhin pham nhén tredc vanh méng ngwa va cho bi€t nguoi nay
cO t01 hay khong c6 t01.”

“Khong co toi...”



CHUONG 25

Ho dwa nang ra ngoai theo 161 ctra hong.

Nang da nhin ra nhtrng gwong mdt chao dén minh... Roddy... Vién
tham t& v&i hang ria mép day cop.

Nhung nang lai quay vé phia Peter Lord.

“T61 mudn di xa...”

Gio day nang dang cung anh trén chi€c Daimler ém &i, phong nhanh ra
khoi London.

Anh khéng néi gi v&i nang. Nang ngdi d6 trong lang im ngdp tran hanh
phuc.

Mbi pht troi qua dwa nang di cang lic cang xa hon.

Mot cudc doi moi. ..

La cudc doi nang mong muon...

Mot cude doii moi.

Dot nhi€én nang 1€n ti€ng: “To6i—t61 mudn d€n modt noi nao d6 yén
tinh... noi khong c6 ba't cx girong mdt nao...”

Peter Lord diém tinh ddp: “TAat cd da dwoc sap x&p. CO s& d&n mdt nha
diéu dueong. M6t noi yén tinh véi nhirng khu veon tuyét dep. S€ khong ai
qui’y ray —hay tim ra c6.”

Nang thé dai: “Vang—tdi mudn thé’...”

La bac si nén anh &y hi€u, nang nghi vdy. Anh &y bi€t—va khong qua’y



ray nang. That yén binh hanh phic dwgc & diy vdi anh, rod xa tat ca moi
thr, xa London... d&nh mot noi an toan. ..

Nang mu6én quén—quén di ta't ca... Nhirng chuyén ay khdng con gi 1a
thuwe ntra. T4t ca déu da trdi qua, da bién ma't, da két thic—cudc doi cli va
nhitng cam xuc cti. Nang 1a mot sinh vat méi, con la 1dm va khong c6 kha
ning ty vé&, mot sinh vat hét sirc thd phéc, non ndt, m&i bit dau sy sdng.
Rat xa la va day so hai...

Nhwng that khudy khda khi & bén Peter Lord...

Gio day ho da ra khoi London va di qua khu vire ngoai 6. Sau cling nang
noéi: “Moi viéc 1a nho 6ng—nho ¢6 6ng...”

“La nh¢ Hercule Poirot,” Peter Lord ddp. “Ong ta qua 1a thy phi thiy!”

Nhung Elinor bwéng binh 1&c dau: “La do dng. Ong da nim dwoc ong
Ay va khi€n 6ng &y vao cudc!”

Peter toét miéng cwoi.

“Dung la to1 da khi€n Ong &y vao cudc...”

“Ong biét 1a t6i khong 1am viéc d6, hay éng khong ddm chic?”

“T6i khong hé ddm chéc.” Peter néi don gin.

“Pé 1a 1y do vi sao ban dau t6i gan nhw da nhan minh ‘pham tdi..." bdi
vi, O6ng thay do, to1 da trng nghi vé chuyén ay... T61 nghi nhw thé” vao cai
ngay tdi cwoi to bén ngoai can nha tranh cda y td Hopkins.”

“Vang, to1 bi€t.” Peter Lord ddp.

Nang néi vé kinh ngac: “Gio thi sy viéc ¢6 vé ky quic lam sao... Clr
nhw ciu dwoc wde tha'y! Hom 4%y khi téi mua pa-té va cit xiing-uych, toi tu
minh bia ra y nghi: ‘Minh da tam thudc doc vao day, khi cd ta an vao, co ta

s€ chét—thé& 1a Roddy lai quay vé v&i minh.””



“Poi khi viéc ty nguy tao nhw thé& ciing ¢6 ich cho nguwoi ta, d6 khong
phai la diéu x&u, that day. C6 sé dirt minh ra khdi nhirng twdng twong do,
gidng nhw tdng xud't mdt cha't la ra khdi co’ th€ minh vay.”

“Vang, ding vdy. B&i vi diéu &y bat ngd bién mat! Y ti 1a cdi ¥ nghi
thwong trec thi moi thir bdng trd lai binh thwong...” R6i nang khé ring
minh: “Sau d6 khi chung t61 vao phong khéch thi ¢6 &y da chét—it ra la
dang hap ho1i, ldc Ay tdi cam thdy cé gi khac nhau gitra nghi dén chuyén
gi€t ngwoi va hanh dong gi€t ngwoi dau!

“Hoan toan khéc xa!” Peter Lord noi.

“Vang, nhwng ¢ khac nhau v?”

“Tat nhién la c6! Nghi chuyén giét ngwoi thue sy khdng giy hai gi ca.
Nguoi ta thwong ¢ nhitng ¥ nghi ngdc nghé&ch nhw thé’ ho xem viéc doé
cling gidng nhw mueu tinh gi€t nguoi! Khong phai vay. Néu ta suy nghi vé
viéc giét nguoi mot thoi gian, dé€n lic nao dé ta sé ddt ngodt thoat ra khoi y
nghi den t67 &y va cadm thdy moi thir déu la ngd ngan!”

“Oi! Anh qud la ngwdi biét an ui...” Elinor kéu 1én.

“Co gi déu, chi 1a 1€ thwong tinh th6i.” Peter Lord néi giong roi rac.

Nuéc mét chot dang khée mi, Elinor thon thirc: “(¥ toa 4n, thinh thodng
toi lai nhin anh. Bi€u d6 khi€n t6i c6 thém diing khi. Trong anh c6 vé rat—
ra't binh thwong.”

R'6i nang cwoi: “N6i thé” that khi€m nha!”

“T6i hi€u.” Anh dap. “Khi cd dang chim gitra con 4c mong, thi diéu gi
d6 binh thwong lai chinh 1a ni€m hy vong duy nhdt. Du sao thi nhirtng gi

binh thwong ludn 1a di€u t6t nha't, téi bao gio cling nghi thé".”



L'an dau tién t khi budc 1én xe, nang quay sang nhin anh.

Guong mat anh khong lam nang ton thwong nhwe gwong mat Roddy ting
lam nang dau nhdi, cling khong giy gidng xé gita khd dau va vui swdng,
ma khi€n nang thd’y 4m long va dwore an ui.

Nang nghi: 'Grong mit anh 4'y... nhin dé chju va ngd nghinh 1am sao—
lai day vé an ui...'

... Sau cung, ho d&€n mot canh cong va lai xe theo 167 doc quanh co 1én
dén mot tdoa nha mau tring yén tinh ndm bén swon d'6i.

Anh néi: “O day cO s€ hoan toan binh yén. S€ khong c6 ai quay ray co
ca.”

Nang chot hap tdp vin 12y canh tay anh: “Anh—anh s€¢ dé€n tham toi
ch?”

“D1i nhién ro61.”

“Thwong xuyén ch?”

Peter Lord néi: “Thuong xuyén theo y ¢6 mudn.”

Nang dap: “Xin anh thwong xuyén dén nhé—rdt thirong xuyén...”



CHUONG 26

Hercule Poirot néi: “Cau c6 thdy 1oi n6i d6i ciia nguoi ta cling ¢é ich nhw
sy that khong anh ban?”

“Vay moi nguoi déu néi ddi dng ca sao?” Peter Lord hi.

Hercule Poirot gat dau.

“O ding vay! Vi ly do nay hay 1y do khéc, cau hiéu roi d6. Chi mot
ngwoi ludn xem sy that 1a nghia vu phai ton trong, ngwoi nhay cam va tuyét
d61 chan that vé diéu nay —nguoi d6 mai lam t6i b6 r6i kho xi nhat!”

“Elinor a?” Peter Lord 1am bam.

“Chinh x4c. Ching cit luén nhdm vao c¢d &y nhw 14 k& pham tdi. Va ban
than cd ay, la nguoi c6 lwong tdm nhay bén va can trong, da khong lam gi
d€ xua di gia dinh &y. Ty 1én 4n minh né€u khong vé hanh dong giét nguoi
thi cling 1a y nghi gi€t nguoi, c6 &y gan nhw budng xubi trong cudc chién
da'u cam go va sdn sang nhan tdi tredc Toa vé mdt tdi 4c ma minh khong
pham phai.”

Peter Lord cdu gian tho dai: “That khong tin n6i.”

Poirot 1ic dau: “Khong phai the” dau. Cd &y trr k&t 4n minh 1a vi ¢d phdn
xét ban than theo chuan muc cao hon hin nhitng gi ngwdi binh thwdng dit

ral”
Peter Lord tram ngam néi: “Phai, cd &y 1a nhw the"”
Hercule Poirot néi tiép: “Tw khi tdi bat dau cudc diéu tra thi ludn ¢

nhi€u kha ning Elinor Carlisle da nhing tay vao tdi &c ma cd ay la nghi



can. Nhuwng t6i van thyc hién nghia vu doi v&i clu, va toi kham phd ra c6
ching cr kha nang cén c6 th€ chdng lai mdt ngwoi khac.”

“Y ta Hopkins u?”

“Pau tién khong phai ba ta, ma Roderick Welman m&i 1a ngwoi dau tién
thu hiit sy chd ¥ clia tdi. Tredng hop clia anh ta ciing bit dau biang mot 11
n6i doi. Anh ta néi v&i téi rang minh roi Anh qudc vao ngay 9 thang Biy
va tr¢ vé ngay 1 thang Tam. Nhung y td Hopkins da tinh co dé cap dén
viéc Mary Gerrard cy tuyét Roderick. Anh ta tan tinh c6 gai nay &
Maidensford va ‘Tan ntra khi con bé gap 6ng &y & London.” Theo ciu cho
hay thi Mary Gerrard di London ngay 10 thang Bay—modt ngay sau khi
Roderick Welman roi Anh qudc. Vay thi Mary Gerrard gdp Roderick
Welman & London vao lic nao? T6i goi tén dao chich vao cudc, va qua viéc
xem gidy thong hanh clia Welman t6i khdm pha ra rang anh ta d3 & Anh tir
25 dén 27 thang Bay. Anh ta dd c6’y noi doi vé viéc nay.

“Trong d4u toi van ludn nhé dén khoang thoi gian Elinor Carlisle rovi
nha 16n di xudng nha thwong trgc, va xing-uych thi nim trén dia & phong
chra thirc dn. Nhwng ngay to dau t6i da hi€u rd, trong treong hop nay
Elinor m&i 1a nan nhan dwoe dw tinh chit khong phai Mary Gerrard.
Roderick Welman c6 chang dong coo mudn gi€t Elinor? C6 ddy, dong co
manh mé 13 ding khic. C6 &y da 1am di chic d€ lai cho anh ta toan bo tai
san clia minh; va bang cach khéo 1éo hdi thim, to6i khdm phd ra ring ban
than Roderick c6 the da bi€t sy viéc do.”

“Vay tai sao 6ng lai quy€&t dinh xem anh ta la nguoi vo t0i?” Peter Lord
héi.

“Vi mot loi n6i doi khac niva. Mot 1oi néi d6i nhd nhat khong dang k€

va ngd ngan. Y td Hopkins bao rang cO tay ba &y bi xay xwdc vi bui h'ong,



ring ba ta bj gai dAm. Vay ma khi t6i d&n xem tin noi thi bui hong ay
khong cé gai...Vay rd rang y td Hopkins da néi d6i—ma loi néi doi &y lai
qua ngo nghéch va c6 vé vo muc dich d&n mirc t6i phai tip trung chid y vao
ba ta.

“T6i bat dau tha’y ngac nhién vé ngudi dan ba nay. Cho dén lic Ay ba ta
van gy cho t0i 4n twong 1a modt nhan chirng hoan toan dang tin ciy va ludén
nha't quan tred'c sau nhr mdt; n€u ba ta mang nang thanh ki€n v&i bi cdo
thi cling 1a di€u ty nhién do tinh cdm cfa ba ta v&i ¢6 gdi qua ¢6. Nhuwng
gior day, khi nghi vé 1oi néi d6i ngdc ngh&ch vu vor d6, t6i da hét sirc can
than chi y dén y td Hopkins va loii chirng cuia ba ta, va toi nhin thdy ¢6
diéu gi d6 ma trwedrc day toi da khong da tai giodi d€ hi€u ra. Y ta Hopkins
bi€t chuyén gi d6 vé Mary Gerrard ma ba ta rat nong long mudn tho'15.”

Peter Lord ngac nhién néi: “Tdi nghi sy viéc lai tré nén long vong?”

“Bé ngoai thi th&". Ba ta rat gidi dién kich mot ngwoi nim gitr bi mat va
s€ khong tiét 10! Nhung khi suy nghi that thA'u ddo, t6i nhan ra mdi 1o ba ta
thd't ra vé viéc nay déu mang cha y hoan toan trai ngwoc. Cudc néi chuyén
cta t6i voi y td O’Brien khaamg dinh dréu do. Hopkins da vo cung khon
ngoan str dung O’Brien ma chij ta khong hé hay biét.

“Tw d6, da r6 y ta Hopkins dang thyc hién mwu d6 gi d6. Toi doi chi€u
hai loi n6i doi chia ba ta va clia Roderick Welman. Ai trong s6" ho ¢6 th€
dwoc giai thich 1a vo t6i?

“V&i treong hop Roderick, t6i 14p tiee tra loi: C6. Roderick Welman 1a
ngwoi ra't nhay cam. Phai thtra nhdn minh da khong gitv ding k& hoach lwu
trd & nuwde ngoai va 1én lit quay vé 18ng nhing deo bam mot cd géi chang
hé ngd ngang gi d&€n minh, do6 1a viéc gay ton hai nhat cho long ki€u hanh

cta anh ta. Do khong c6 ai chd't van anh ta c¢6 xua't hién & gan hién treong



xdy ra an mang hodc cé bi€t chuyén nay hay khong, nén anh ta chon con
dwong dé dang nhat ma ciing 13 d€ trdnh hi€u IAm, 12 d4dnh 1o cudc thim
viéng vdi ving & Anh qudc va chi khai ring minh tré vé ngay 1 thang Tdm
khi nhan dworc tin c6 4n mang.

“Con v&i y ta Hopkins, ¢6 th€ ¢6 cau gidi thich vo t6i cho loi néi do'i cia
ba ta khong? Cang nghi sdu vé di€u nay, tdi cang cam tha’y ba't thwong. Taqi
sao y ta Hopkins can thi€t phai néi ddi vi ba ta ¢6 mot vét xwde & co tay?
Vét xwde &y ¢ y nghia gi?

“T6i bit dau ty dit ra mot s¢ cau hdi. Ong morphin bj ddnh cip thudc vé
ai? Y ta Hopkins. Ai ¢6 thé ti€m morphin &y cho ba Welman? Y ta Hopkins.
Véng, nhung vi sao lai phai lam ngwoi khac chd y vé chuyén dng thudc bi
mat? Néu qua that Hopkins pham tdi thi chi ¢c6 d6c mot cau trd 1o 1a vi ¢6
mot vu giét ngwoi khac, vu gi€t Mary Gerrard, da dugc 1€n k&€ hoach, con
dé t& than cling da dwoc chon lwa, nhung phai chitng minh rang ké gior dau
chiu bang nay trwoc do da co co hdi so hitu morphin.

“M0ot sO viéc khac ra't khdp nhau. La the nac danh viét cho Elinor. N6
nham giy 4c cam gita Elinor v&i Mary Gerrard. Khong nghi ngo gi nira,
dé la y d6 khi€n Elinor phdi tr¢ vé va phan d6i anh hwong cia Mary
Gerrard d6i voi ba Welman. Sy viéc Roderick Welman si mé Mary dién
cudng td't nhién la tinh huéng hoan toan bat ngo—nhwng lai dwoc y ta
Hopkins nhanh chéng danh gia cao. Pa c6 mot dong co’ hoan hdo cho con
dé t& than Elinor.

“Nhung Iy do cta hai toi 4c a4y 1a gi? Y td Hopkins gi€t Mary Gerrard vi
dong co gi? Toi bit dau tha’y le 16i chiit 4nh sing, 0, van con hét sitc mor
mit. Y td Hopkins ¢6 anh hwdng 1on d6i voi Mary, va mot trong nhirng

cach ba ta st dung anh hwong 8y 1a thuyét phuc ¢6 géi ldp di chiic. Nhwng



di chdc &y khong cé lgi gi cho Hopkins ma cho mé6t ngwoi di ctia Mary
sdng & New Zealand. Th& r'6i tdi chot nhd ra nhan xét tinh co’ cua ai d6
trong lang vé diéu nay. Ngwoi di 8y twng l1a diéu dwong & bénh vién.

“Gio thi anh sang khong con 1o mo' nira. Mwu d6 gy t6i 4c da r6 ranh
ranh. Budc tiép theo kha dé dang. Toi dén thim y td4 Hopkins I4n nira. Ca
hai chiing t6i déu dién kich rat ngot. Cudi cling ba ta tw cho phép minh bj
thuy€&t phuc d€ bat mi cai di€u ma ba ta da c6 chi y k€ ra ngay te dau! Chi
phai cdi 1a c6 th€ ba ta da ndi ra sém hon dy tinh ciia minh! Nhwng thoi co
da chin mu6i khi€n ba ta khong sao cwong lai. Cu6i cung sy that da dwoc
phoi bay. Ba ta gid vor mién cuwdng dwa 14 thu ra. Va thé 1a chealng con phai
phong dodn gi nira anh ban a. T6i bié? roi! La thw da t6 gidc ba ta.”

Peter Lord cau may hdi: “Sao co'?”

“Mon cher! Trén phong bi c¢6 ghi nhw sau: ‘Xin giri cho Mary sau khi toi
chét.” Nhung y chinh trong thw lai ra’t 1o rang la Mary Gerrard khong dworc
bié€t sy that nay. Con ntra, tw gizi (chir khong phai la dira) & phong bi da
lam sang t6 moi diéu: L4 thw nay khong vi€t cho Mary Gerrard, ma cho
mot Mary khéc. Eliza Riley da vi€t ra sy thiat cho em gai minh la Mary
Riley & New Zealand.

“Y ta Hopkins khong tim thd’y 14 thw & nha ngwoi gac cong sau khi Mary
Gerrard chét. Ba ta da gitr né tw nhiéu ndm nay. Thw dwgc giri d&€n New
Zealand sau cai chét cua chj ba ta.”

Ong nging lai.

“MOot khi ta da nhin thay sy that v&i con mét cda trf tué, thi viéc con lai
qué dé dang. Viéc di lai nhanh chéng bang dwdong hang khong gitp cho mot
nhan chirng & New Zealand biét r6 Mary Draper c6 th€ ¢6 mit tai Toa.”

Peter Lord néi: “Gia st 6ng da Iam, va y ta Hopkins vé&i Mary Draper 1a



hai ngwoi hoan toan khac nhau thi sao?”

Poirot lanh lung déap: “T6i khong bao gio’ Tam!”

Peter Lord bat cuoi.

Hercule Poirot ti€p tuc: “Cau o1, gio’ thi ching ta da biét dwoec doi diéu
vé nguoi dan ba tén Mary Riley hay Draper. Canh siat New Zealand khong
da bing ching két tdi mu ta, nhung ho di ting theo doi mu ta mot thoi
gian tred'e khi mu ba't ngo’ bd xir ma di. C6 mot ménh phu gia 1a bénh nhan
ctia mu, ba cu nay d€ lai cho ‘y ta Riley than mén’ mdt khoan thwra k& nho
nhd, nhung cdi ché€t cia ba cu da khién bac si diéu tri c6 phan bdi rdi kho
giai dap. Ch'ong cua Mary Draper mua bao hi€m nhan tho voi ménh gid 1om
ma nguwoi thu hedng 1a mu ta, va 6ng nay cling chét dét ngdét mot cach kho
hiéu. Rui thay cho my, mic du 6ng nay da ghi séc cho Cong ty bdo hieém
nhung lai quén gii né di. Nhi€u cdi ché€t khac c6 the cling do mu ta ra tay.
Mu dan ba 4’y qua thit tan nhan vo lwong tim!

“C6 th€ hinh dung 14 thw cia ngwoi chi da goi 1én nhiéu trién vong trong
dau 6c khon ranh cia mu ta. Khi tinh hinh & New Zealand tro nén qua
cang, nhw ta thwong néi, mu ta 1ién sang Anh ti€p tuc hanh nghé dudi cai
tén Hopkins (la tén mdt d6ng nghiép cii cia mu da qua doi & nwde ngoai),
va Maidensford 1a muc tiéu ctia mu ta. C6 the mu da suy tinh viéc tdng tién,
nhung 130 phu nhian Welman khong phai 12 ngwdi dé bi him doa theo 161
Ay, va 1a k& ra't khon ngoan, y t4 Hopkins tirc Riley da thoi khong cd” ging
lam viéc d6. Nhung chic chdn mu ta cé tim hi€u va biét dwoc ba Welman 13
ngwoi ra't giau ¢6, va mot vai 1o néi tinh cor ciia ba Welman ¢6 the' da hé 16
viéc 140 phu nhéan chwa tirng lam di chic.

“Vay la vao buoi t6i thang Sau 4y, khi y td4 O’Brien thuit lai chuyén ba

Welman cho goi luit sw thi Hopkins khong chan chwr gi nira. Ba Welman



nhd't dinh phai chét trong tinh trang khéng c6 di chic d€ dira con ngoai gia
thu cua ba ta dwoe thoa hwedng gia tai. Hopkins trede d6 da két than voi
Mary Gerrard va ¢6 anh hudng Ion d6i voi cd géi. Gio ddy moi viéc céan
lam 1a thuy€&t phuc c6 gdi 1ap di chic d€’lai tai san cho em gai ciia me minh.
Mu ta ra't cdh than huéng din co gai vé loi 18 dién dat trong di chiic: khong
hé nhic d&n mdi quan hé, chi 12 ‘Mary Riley, em gdi clia Eliza Riley qud
cd.” Mot khi ban di chic 4y da ky, xem nhw doi Mary Gerrard két thic.
Nguwoi dan ba kia chi c¢an cho thdi co thich hop. T6i cho rang mu ta da
vach sdn phwong thitc gy toi 4c bang cdch ding apomorphin d€ tao ching
ctr ngoai pham. C6 th€ mu ta da dinh moi Elinor va Mary dé€n nha minh,
nhwng khi Elinor xudng nha thwong tryc va moi ca hai 1én nha Ién dung
xang-uych thi mu 14p tirc nhan ra ngay co’ héi ngan ndm cé mét. Tinh
hudng nhw thé thi Elinor hau nhuw bj k&t toi 1a cdi chic!”

“Néu khong nho 6ng thi ¢6 1€ cd &y da bi két an.” Peter Lord cham rai

s

noi.

“Khong, la ciu da’y, c6 &y phai cdm on ciu vi da ctru sdng minh.”
Hercule Poirot vi va dap.

“To1 u? Tol chealng 1am duwoc gi cd. Tdi co ging—"

Dot nhién anh ngung lai. Hercule khé€ mim cuoi.

“Mais oui*, cdu da c& ging rat nhiéu, ding khong nao? Ciu nén néng
b&i vi cdu thdy dwong nhuw viée diéu tra cla toi chealng di t&i dau. R6i cau
cling so’ ring biét dau cd &y pham tdi. Va vi th&, ciu ciing néi doi toi that
lao xwoc. Nhung mon cher a, vé mat nay thi cau khong dworc khon ngoan
cho 1dm. T nay tré di téi khuyén cau nén trung thanh v&i cac thir bénh séi
cung ho ga chir dwng dinh dang dén viéc diéu tra toi pham nha!”

Peter Lord dd birng mit, anh 14p bip: “Vay ra dng da biet—ngay tir dau



sao?”

Poirot nghiém nghj néi: “Cau nim tay tdi dit vao khoang trdng trong bui
rdm, r'oi cdu lai gidp t6i tim thd’y bao diém nhan hiéu Pirc ma ciu vira méi
vt vao do! C’est ’enfantillage™!”

Peter Lord nhdn nh6 ngwong ngiing. Anh rén ri: “Néi di n6i lai mai!”

“Cau tro chuyén v&i ngedi lam vedn va din duy anh ta néi ring c¢6 nhin
thd’y xe ctia clu trén dwong, roi ciu lai gid vo bado d6 khong phdi 1a xe
minh. R'6i cu lai nghiém trang nhin tdi d€ chic chén rang toi da hinh dung
ra sang hom &y ¢6 ké nao d6, mot ngwoi ngoai qudc, da dén do.”

“T61 that qua ngu ngdce!” Peter Lord noi.

“Sang hom ay ciu da lam gi & Hunterbury?”

Peter Lord dé mat bo1 ro1i.

“Chi 1a mdt hanh ddng ngu si... Tdi—tdi nghe tin nang tré vé. Toi dén
toa nha v&i ¥y nghi may ra c¢6 th€ nhin thdy nang. T6i khong dinh néi
chuyén v&i nang, t6i—t6i chi mudn—a—nhin thdy nang ma théi. Tw 167 di
& bui ciy, tdi trong thd'y nang dang cit banh mi va bo trong phong chira
thiec an—"

“Nang Charlotte va chang thi si Werther* day ma. Nao, ti€p di chu
minh.”

“QOi, chealng ¢ gi ma ndi ca. Toi chi 1én vao gitra bui cay va dirng dé nhin
nang cho dén khi nang di ra.”

Poirot nhe nhang héi: “C6 phéi ciu da yéu Elinor Carlisle ngay tw Tan
dau gdp mat khong?”

Im ldng h'6i 1au.

“T6i nghi 14 vay.” R'6i Peter Lord néi ti€p: “Ma thdi, toi nghi rang tir nay



nang va Roderick Welman s€ s6ng hanh phuc bén nhau.”

Hercule Poirot néi: “Cau o1, cau chaamg he€ tin vao viéc &'y chut nao!”

“Sao lai khong? Nang s& tha thit cho héin ta vé& chuyén Mary Gerrard.
DAu sao ciing chi mot phit dam mé cudng dai thoi ma.”

“Sau xa hon th& nhi€u...” Poirot néi. “Poi khi, c6 mdt vure thim ngan
cach gitra qua khir va teong lai. Khi m6t nguoi da roi vao thoi ky vo cliing
den t61 roi lai thoat ra dwore dwdi anh mat troi, thi mon cher, ngwoi 8y s€
bit dau mot cudc doi mdi... Qué khit ching con ¥ nghia gi nira...”

Ong cho mdt phit r6i néi ti€p: “Mdt cude sdng méi... D6 1a cude song
ma gio day Elinor Carlisle dang bit dAu—va chinh ciu da mang dén cho cd
ay cudc doi d6.”

“Khong.”

“C6 chir. Chinh quyét tim cda cu, chinh sy nai ni dn mrc ngao man
ctia cdu da thdc ép t6i phai hanh dong theo yéu cau cia cdu. Gio thi thwa
nhén di, c6 &y dang hudng vé ciu voi long biét on, ding khong nao?”

“Véng, gio’ thi nang to ra ra't bi€t on...” Peter Lord cham rai ndi. “Nang
dé nghi t6i d&n tham nang thwong xuyén.”

“Dung the’, c6 &y can co cau.”

Peter Lord chot ndi néng: “Nhuwng khong gidng nhu nang cin—hén ta!”

Hercule Poirot 14c dau: “Co 4y khong hé cdn Roderick Welman. C6 Ay
yéu anh ta, ding vy, yéu trong dau khd, tham chi tuyét vong.”

Mait Peter Lord tré nén nghi€ém nghi va dr ton, anh th6t 1én cay nghiét:
“Nang s€ khong bao gio’ yéu toi nhuw thé”.”

“Co6 thé’1a khong.” Hercule Poirot diu dang. “Nhwng cd &y céan cau, anh

ban a, b&i vi chi voi cdu thi ¢6 &y mdi ¢ th€ 1lam lai cudc doi minh.”



Peter Lord ldng thinh.

Giong Hercule Poirot ra't nhe nhang: “Cau khong th€ cha’p nhan thuwc té&
sao? Co &y yéu Roderick Welman thi da sao nao! Nhwng voi cdu thi ¢é dy

co thé’sé hanh phiic...”
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Chu thich

au pair c6 nghia 12 giiip viéc nha d& déi lay ché dn &

C’est difficile c6 nghia la Kho day.

mon ami ¢6 nghia la anh ban ciia toi.

princesse lointaine c6 nghia la nang céng chiia xa xdm, my nhan trong céc
truyén anh hung hiép si thoi trung cd, xua't than cao quy va tinh tinh dang
yéu nhung luén gitr khoang cach xa voi v&i cac chang trai khi€n ho dem
long si mé du chwa ting gdp mat.

ba Gamp: C6 I& tic gid mudn nhic t&i nhan vat Sarah Gamp trong ti€u
thuy€t Martin Chuzzlewit ciia van hao Anh Charles Dickens (1812 - 1870),
mot nir y td to béo nghién rwgwu, cau tha va thwong lam chét bénh nhan do
nang lyc chuyén mon kém.

Atalanta la t€n mot nhan vat trong théan thoai Hy Lap, mdt nir chi€n binh
d6ng trinh va 1a mot the san cw khoi.

Garbo: C6 18 tic gid mudn nhic dén Greta Garbo (1905 - 1990) nix dién
vién ngwoi My gdc Thuy Dién, ngdi sao man bac Hollywood, gidi Oscar
danh dy cho ‘nhirng vai dién khong th€ quén trén man anh’, dwoc dién dnh
My vinh danh trong s6 nhirng huyén thoai man bac vi dai nhat moi thoi
dai.

u sarcoma la mot dang u 4c tinh & bap thit hodic xwong khop.

phong khéch ban ngay hay Morning room la phong d€ ti€p khach vao ban
ngay.



ménh phu Bountiful hay Lady Bountiful 1a ngeoi phu nt thich chirng to
minh gidu c6 va tot bung biang viéc bd thi cho ngudi ngheo.

Myrna Loy (1905 - 1993) la ngdi sao dién anh My gdc xi& Wales &
Scotland, giai thanh tyu tron doi t Trung tdm Kennedy 1988, gidi Oscar
danh dy 1991.

phim Dat lanh hay The Good Earth 1a phim vé dé tai xa hoi Trung Qudc
dau thé” ky XX va doi s6ng ngueoi nong dan Trung Qudc, dwge san xud't
nam 1937, n6i dung tw ti€u thuy€t cung tén ctia Pearl Buck, (ni van hao
My, giai Nobel van hoc 1938).

Dalmatia 12 ving dt lich s cia Croatia, ndm trén bo bién phia Pong cta
bi€n Adriatic, trong d6 Dubrovnik la diém cwc Nam cuia vung nay.

pound 1 don vi do lwong trong lwrong theo hé thong Anh - My, bing 0,454
kg.

Chién tranh Hoa h'ong hay Wars of the Roses la cudc ndi chi€n gianh
vrong quyén gitra hai dong ho Lancaster va York & Anh qudc, dién ra
khodng tir nim 1455 d&n 1485 va két thiic v&i chién thing cta B4 twde xit
Richmond 1a Henry Tudor (nha Lancaster), 1ap nén vwong triéu Tudor cai
tri nwd'c Anh va x& Wales trong vong 117 nam. S& di ¢6 tén goi Chién tranh
Hoa h'ong 1a do gia huy cua hai dong ho dirng dau cudc chién déu c6 hinh
hoa hong: hoa hong tring ctia nha York va hoa hong dé ctia nha Lancaster.
Eh bien c6 nghia 1a Thé nao?

mon cher nghia 1a bgn thdn mén.

Riviera la tén viing bo bién Dia Trung Hai tr khodng Monaco t&i La Spezia
(Y). Ving nay ndi tiéng vé khi hau t6t—mua he ciing nhw mia dong—va

hap din s& du khach rat Ién tie khip chiu Au, ciing nhw khip thé gidi.



Norland tirc Norland Place School la treong hoc danh cho bé trai twe 4—8
tuoi va bé gai tor 4—11 tudi, noi ti€ng & London (Anh), thanh 1ap tor ndm
1876.

nha thwong tree hay lodge 1a can nha nhd danh cho nguwoi gic cong trong
toa nha lon.

Kém thodi madi hay Little Ease 1a mdt phwong thiec tra tdn thoi Trung c0.
D6 1a mot cdi ciii dwoc thi€t k& chiat d€n mirc ti nhan khong th€ ding
thflng, ng'di hay ndm, hodc ba't ctt tw thé nao khac thodi mai.

trang sw thwong hang hay King’s Counsel 1a trang sw cao cap & Anh quoc,
twdc hi€u dwgc nha vua dang tri vi ban tang.

comme ¢a c¢6 nghia la Nhuw thé’nay hd?

Eleanor xtr Aquitaine (1122 - 1204) 1a nir cOng twdc x& Aquitaine (ving
Tay Nam nwdc Phép), hai Ian dwgc phong lam hoang hiu & hai dé& quéc
hiing manh nha't Tay Au th& ky XII: vor vua Louis VII nuée Phép, sau d6 ly
h6n va tré thanh vg vua Henry II nwéc Anh. Ba ting tham gia cudc thap tw
chinh th hai, 12 mét phu nr giau quyén tri, thdng minh va manh mé, ty
minh quyé€t dinh s6 phan ctia minh.

Mon Dieu c6 nghia la Chiia oi!

ma-nhé-td 1a b phan danh ltra trong dong co’ xe hoi thoi xwra.

Wordsworth tén day da la William Wordsworth, nha tho 1ang man nguoi
Anh (1770 - 1850).

pukka sahib 12 tir g&c An chi cich goi nhitng quan chirc thudc dia Anh mot
cach kinh trong, néi chung chi nha quy tdc dich thuyec.
Scotland Yard l1a S& chi huy canh sat London.

ngai Galahad hay Sir Galahad 1a nhan vat anh hung trong truyén thuyét



nwdc Anh, thei vua Arthur, mot con ngwoi hoan hao ¢6 cudc sdng trong
sach, khong ai ché trach duorc.

Eh bien c6 nghia 1a Nao!

Nang Charlotte va chang thi si Werther 1a nhan vat trong Néi dau ciia chang
Werther clia dai van hao Ptc Johann Wolfgang von Goethe (1749-1832).
Tieu thuy€t the thw tin nay la cau chuyén tinh bi tham cua chang Werther
voi nang Charlotte va két thic b&i phat dan ty sat cia chang trai tuyét
vong.

gren 1a don vi do trong lwong, bang 0,0648 gram.

Mais oui c6 nghia 1a Nhwrng diing thé'.

C’est I’enfantillage c¢6 nghia la Piing la tro tré con!

thué” thwra k&€ hay Death duty duegc dp dung & Anh quéc, la loai thué€” danh
vao tai san clia ngwoi vira qua doi. Sau nam 1975, hang muc nay dwoc
chinh thirc d6i tén thanh thué€ chuyén nhwong tai sén, va tee nam 1986 tré di
6 tén la thué” thira k& di san.

Tang vat
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